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India’s cities and villages will play
a significant role in determining
the future of our world

India’s newest state is an emerging
technology hub and a rising star
in Asia

India’s largest state is making great
strides in renewable energy and
manufacturing

Transforming from
an industrialized state to
an epicenter of e-business

THE INDIA PAVILION
is amongst the largest pavilions of
Expo 2020 and was visited by over
128,000 people in October, 2021

Secretary General, FICCI

Dilip Harel Mitra Chenoy

DEMOCRATIZING GROW TH
In the thick of things:
A month into Expo 2020 Dubai
Building sustainable habitats is imperative to achieving the
Climate Change and Sustainable Development Goals.

October was a fabulous month at the
India Pavilion. We were overwhelmed
by the sheer number of people who
thronged our gates. Over 150,000
people visited our pavilion in the month
of October. Dozens of ministers and
trade leaders from around the world
turned up for debates, deliberations and
discussions. We had a series of fabulous
business and investment sessions
and we look forward to hosting more
interactive and enlightening ones in the
future.
Indian programmes in the Climate
and Biodiversity and Space
weeks were very well received.
So was the participation from
the two states – Gujarat and
Karnataka – and the union
territory of Ladakh. There
were business and cultural
extravaganzas hosted by
the states and they drew
a large crowd.
Global media
took our
tales to the
world and
the social
media
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reverberated it. We are in the middle of
good times. So far, so good.
November is another action-packed
month. It is a month of great festivities
in India. We look forward to the grand
Diwali celebrations at the India Pavilion.
We have charted a detailed programme
that can be accessed on our website. We
invite the world to celebrate the festival of
lights with us.

home. By 2024, the Government aims to provide
freshwater taps to another 157 million homes
across the country . These initiatives reduce the
disease burden of people and help improve financial
outcomes of families through improved health, and
preventing the loss of workdays lost to communicable
diseases and the financial and emotional burdens of
treating them.
India’s 1.3 billion people are spread across 634,321
villages and 7,935 towns and urban areas. There are
53 cities in India with a population of over one million,
and 412 more cities with a population of at least
100,000 people. India is rapidly urbanizing. India is the
second largest urban system in the world with almost
11 per cent of the total global urban population living
in Indian cities.
In absolute numbers, the urban population in India
is more than highly urbanized countries/regions
across the globe. The country has reached a turning
point in its journey of its economic transformation
wherein half of the country would be ‘urban’ in a few
decades. Urban growth is expected to contribute to
73 per cent of the total population increase by 2036
(MoHFW, 2019).

The unique initiative of
building toilets alone has
prevented over 300,000
deaths according to WHO.
Almost 70 per cent of the India of 2030 is yet to
be built . India will add new built space the size of
Chicago every year, till 2030 to meet its emerging
demand . This opportunity to build afresh is both a
boon and a bane. It is a boon, because we can now
build some of the greenest cities and villages in the
world which are smarter and lend itself to housing
a smarter population. According to the Economic
Survey 2018, India will have spent US$ 4.5 trillion on
new infrastructure by 2040. Of this, US$ 3.9 trillion will
be sourced from domestic resources. This translates
into a huge opportunity for India’s economy.
Building infrastructure is just one part of India’s
growth story. Equipping a huge population with the
skills of the future is another. India Inc. is working
closely with the Government to identify bottle necks

At the Expo, November kicks off with the
Urban and Rural Development Theme
Week. At the India Pavilion, we are glad to
share a series of discussions and events
to complement the Expo’s own efforts.
In fact, urban and rural development
is at the heart of India’s development
agenda. The Indian Government is
making significant investments in these
areas with a multi-pronged approach to
economic growth and citizen welfare. In
the process, we are making India smarter,
healthier and more prosperous.
To start with, India has built 100 million
new toilets across the country since 2014.
Access to a toilet not only raises the
dignity of human life, but also improves
public health. The unique initiative of
building toilets has prevented over
300,000 deaths according to a WHO
study . Fifty million families have been
provided freshwater connections at
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in the skilling arena and ensure that our people have
all it takes to make the most of our dynamic and fastgrowing economy. As I write, India’s villages are being
connected to each other and its cities through new
roads and digital infrastructure. Over 130 kilometers
of rural roads are added to the country’s road network
every day.
As per a World Bank report, a 10 per cent increase in
broadband penetration levels in developing countries
can contribute a GDP growth of 1.38 percentage
points. However, as of June 2020, merely 268 million
rural population had access to broadband internet
(including mobile internet) as opposed to 430 million
of our urban population. Since December 2019, there
is an increase of about 22.15 per cent of internet
subscribers in urban India as compared to 55.91 per
cent increase in internet subscribers in rural India.
According to a statement by Union Minister of State
for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Rajeev
Chandrashekhar, 6,00,000 villages of the country
will get internet connectivity under the Bharat Net
programme by 2024. Almost 280,000 villages have
already got this facility .
All these programmes and interventions will play a
huge role in building the US$ 5 trillion India of 2025.
On the softer side, the India Pavilion will also celebrate
the Tolerance and Diversity Week at the Expo. It is a
matter of great pride to belong to the world’s most
diverse nation. In India, we are proud of our 19,500
languages , millions of dishes, debates and dialects.
Every day, we celebrate a festival in one part of the
country. Our long heritage stretches back 11,000 years
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– a period through which we have proudly imbibed
and assimilated people and ideas from all over the
world. This continuous process of adaptation has
resulted in our composite culture today.
Diversity to us is not only about tolerance, inclusivity
and religions. As the world’s largest democracy, we
believe in empowering our people as well. Today,
India is home to the world’s second largest pool of
scientists, engineers and tertiary-educated knowledge
workers who work both in India and all over the
world. Over 25,000 Indian health professionals work
in the UK-NHS alone. Over a million Indian engineers
work in the United States. We are proud of our huge
diaspora spread across the world. India is also home
to the largest number of women pilots in the world
who cruise through our skies and touch new highs
every day.
In the recently concluded Paralympic Games 2020,
India was placed in the 24th position with 19 medals.
In 2016, India had won just four medals. This rapid
increase is heartening for two reasons – one, Indian
are becoming more competitive in the global sport
arena; and secondly, our policy of empowerment is
headed in the right direction.
As Indians, we are all proud of our achievers. And we
are committed to working for a better future for us and
our planet. Let me also take this opportunity to wish
each of you a grand Diwali. As we emerge from one of
the darkest periods of history, may this light help you
achieve ever greater heights.
Look forward to welcoming you all at the India Pavilion!

US$

27.3

billion Smart Cities Mission will
implement 5,151 projects to transform
100 Indian cities with a combined
population of 130 million people
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FL AVOURS
The Menu at India Pavilion

Starting from November, Bombay Brasserie pop-up at
the India Pavilion will offer sumptuous and nutritious
thali for lunch from 12 noon.
For those who prefer light bites the outlet will serve
comfort food menu of regional Indian dishes like papdi
chaat, kathi roll and vada pav available from 3pm to 6pm
every day.
In the evenings the restaurant will offer an elegant
a la carte menu featuring some of the traditional
all-time favourites like martaban meat and classic
butter chicken.
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Comfort Food
TOMATO DHANIYA SHORBA | Ripe tomatoes, fresh coriander, chilies
DESI FRITTO MISTO | Indian spiced exotic vegetable fritters ll
BOMBAY CHEESE TAOSTEE | Masala potato, capsicum, cheese ll
BATATA VADA | Potato mash patty, chickpea flour l
PAPDI CHAAT | Multigrain crisps, purple potatoes, pomegranate ll
CHICKEN TUKRA CHAAT | Spiced-chicken, peppers, tamarind yoghurt ll
KATHI ROLL | Cottage cheese, chicken lll
RAWA FRIED FISH | Seabass, mix spice rub, semolina l

Non Vegetarian Mains
JHINGA ALLEPPEY CURRY | Tangy prawns, green mango
CHICKEN TIKKA MASALA | The original ll
MARTABAAN KA MEAT | Lamb curry, pickling spice jar
TARI WALA MURG | Grandma’s chicken curry
BUTTER CHICKEN | The popular ll

Vegetarian Mains
KHURMANI KOFTA | Apricot dumpling, cashew nuts ll
SINGHADA EDAMAME PALAK | Spinach with water chestnut and green soya beans l
MARTABAAN CHOLE | Chickpeas, pickling spice jar

Biryani

MURGH BIRYANI | Chicken morsels ’dum’ cooked, basmati l
LUCKNOWI SUBZ BIRYANI | Seasonal ‘dum’ cooked vegetables, basmati l

Sides

DAL TADKA | Yellow lentils, dry red chili, garlic l
DAL MAKHANI | Slow-cooked black lentils l
RAITA | Yoghurt, cucumber, tomato, mint / Burhani smoked raita l
RICE | Steamed / pea pulao

Breads

PARATHA | Potato / paneer / cauliflower (1 pc) ll
CHAPATI | Whole Wheat Flat bread (2 pcs) ll
THEPLA | Fresh fenugreek flavoured flat bread (2 pcs) ll

Desserts
LYCHEE RABDI | Reduced milk, lychee l
ANGOORI RASMALAI | Sweetened milk dumplings, saffron ll
KHAJOOR ANJEER HALWA | ‘Sugar free’ fig pudding ll
ICE CREAM | Assorted flavours l
l Contains gluten l Contains dairy l Contains nuts
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India@Expo 2020 Dubai | 11

sm,etsysoce cimonoce tneicfifs-fles et

UR B AN AND RUR AL
DE VELOPMENT
WEEK
31 OCTOBER - 06 NOVEMBER, 2021
With a population of 1.3 billion and growing, India’s cities and
villages will determine the course of the country’s economy. The
country is connecting its villages to its cities to ensure balanced
development and a self-sufficient economic ecosystem
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URBAN & RURAL DE VELOPMENT

Designing
Sustainable Habitats

India’s 1.3 billion people are
spread across 634,321 villages
and 7,935 towns and urban areas.

I

ndia believes in economic growth that is
effective, equitable, sustainable and inclusive.
India’s idea of development embraces and
actualizes the aspirations of over a billion lives.
It weaves together the dreams of diverse groups
of people who speak over 700 languages, belong
to more than 2000 ethnicities and live in different
urban and rural regions of the country.
India’s urban spaces function as the economic
engines that drive the country’s growth. Indian
cities contribute to about two-thirds of the
country’s economic output, host a growing share
of the population, are the main recipients of FDI
and have been the originators of innovation and
technology.
Rural India is where a majority of the country still
resides. It is the base for the agrarian economy
from which more than two-thirds of the country’s
people derive their sustenance. The development
of this part of India is important not only for the
majority of the population residing there but also
for the overall economic expansion of the nation.
India’s determined drive to develop its urban and
rural regions has contributed to its phenomenal
triumph over its greatest adversary: poverty.
India has lifted 273 million people out of
multidimensional poverty in the last 10 years. This
is more than the entire population of Brazil. India’s
rural development strategies have been particularly
instrumental in achieving this phenomenal feat.
India is the fastest-growing trillion-dollar economy
in the world. At present, urban India contributes
about 63 per cent to the country’s GDP. This share
is projected to rise to 75 per cent by 2030.
The dynamism of urban India is complemented by
the resilience of its rural regions. It is in this context
that India has framed robust policies for urban
and rural development that intend to effectuate
a balanced growth of the country as a whole.
It is the development of the physical and social
infrastructure of its urban and rural regions that will
herald India’s march to a US$ 5 trillion economy.
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Dr. Aisha Bin Bishr

31 OCTOBER 2021

The Future of Cities: Perspectives
on the Use of Technology

Global Digital and Urban Future Magnate, Former
Founding Director General of Smart Dubai, Vice
Chairperson of Emaar Development board (UAE)

Mr. Andrea Petti

Managing Director - IMEA Region,
PTV Group (Germany)

1100 to 1300 hrs
Urban population growth is bringing new challenges even as we try to cope with concerns
around jobs and education. Increasing migration has driven change in living patterns, living
spaces and home-ownership models as the growing demand and limited supply makes
housing prohibitively expensive. The COVID-19 pandemic has forced us to rethink the way
we live, work and interact with our spaces. The reality of climate change has begun to
manifest itself in urban lives through urban floods, extreme temperatures, shifts in seasons
and resource stresses. Technology has been a key driver of urban transformation in the
past decade with advances such as the Internet of Things (IoT) enabling us to reimagine
our residences, work, healthcare, education etc. to be more adaptive.
This session will highlight on the way Information and communication technology (ICT) is
influencing behavior patterns; the proliferation of sensors through the Internet of Things,
and converging data standards are also combining to provide new possibilities for the
physical management and the socio-economic development of cities.

Keynote Address

Mr. Kunal Kumar

Joint Secretary and Mission Director (Smart Cities Mission),
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India

Shri. Kunal Kumar, IAS has held the position of Joint Secretary &
Mission Director (Smart Cities Mission), Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs, Government of India since May 2018. He has been working in
the State of Maharashtra since 1999 and has served in several roles
across various cities in the state. He is an Electrical Engineering
graduate from IIT Roorkee, and has successfully completed his Masters
in Public Management from National University of Singapore, jointly
conducted with Harvard Kennedy School, Cambridge, USA. He was
awarded by the Prime Minister of India for excellence in AADHAR
Governance while serving as the District Collector of Aurangabad.

Her Excellency Dr. Aisha Bin Bishr is the Vice
Chairman of Emaar Development board since Dec
2020. She is a global digital magnate and the former
founding Director General of Smart city Dubai in the
United Arab Emirates. The first woman to lead the
transformation of a smart city globally, she ranks
among Forbes Middle East’s Top 10 most powerful
businesswomen.
Dr. Bin Bishr was the founding Director General of the
Smart Dubai Department, UAE between 2015-2020.
Dr. Aisha has also led the creation of ‘The Smart
City Index’ - the first-ever benchmark for smart city
implementation across the globe in cooperation with
ITU and the United Nations.

Andrea Petti leads the Middle East, India and Africa
Region of PTV Group focusing on core SW business
within the mobility and logistics space in the region.
Before his current assignment he has been leading
the Intelligent Transport Systems Business Line
of Ericsson globally, focusing on the fast-growing
segments of Road, Public Transport, Mass Transit
Systems, Transport Terminals, Mobility Service
Providers and Aviation. During his work at Ericsson
he has delivered a three-fold increase in revenues
(2011-2017).
Prior to Ericsson Andrea served as Principal with
Booz & Co. (2008-2010), where he advised major
holdings on operations turnaround and M&A. He
holds a Master of Science in Business Administration
at LUISS University in Rome.

Mr. Sridhar Gadhi

Founder and Executive Chairman, Quantela Inc.

Sridhar Gadhi is the Founder and Executive Chairman of Silicon Valley headquartered Quantela Inc. - a leading technology enabled outcomes-as-a-service
(OaaS) company in the space of infrastructure digitization. Under his leadership,
Quantela has deployed its eponymic smart city platform in more than 100 cities
globally and also launched the Coronavirus Emergency Response Platform
(CoVER) to help governments, city administrators and public health officials
to monitor, track and devise mitigation strategies in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic, making Quantela the partner of choice for customers in the public
sector as well as Fortune 500 companies.
An alumnus of Harvard Business School, Sridhar has been the recipient of Ernst
and Young Entrepreneur of the year award – 2008 and Young Entrepreneur of the
year 2007 award by TANA.
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Mr. Afzal Shabaz Mohammed
Vice President - IoT and Technology
and Innovation, Siemens Industrial
LLC (UAE)

Mr. Afzal Shabaz Mohammed
leads the MindSphere Smart
City Application Center and
the Command & Control team
for Expo 2020 Dubai. He also
oversees business development
with Expo and regional partners
and contributes to MindSphere
for smart cities opportunities
worldwide.
With more than 23 years of critical
enterprise projects, Mr. Afzal
has worked on projects in Asia,
Europe, and the Middle East. His
specializations include smart cities
and critical infrastructure, data
centers, data analytics, digital
transformation and co-creation,
and command and control centers.
Mr. Afzal holds a master’s degree
in Business Administration and a
bachelor’s degree in Engineering.
He also won the prestigious
Werner von Siemens Innovator
of the Year Award in 2020.
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Mr. JVS Ramakrishna

Head - Strategy and Chief Technology
Officer (Safe and Smart Cities),
L&T Smart World and Communication

Currently working as CTO - Smart
Cities and Head Strategy at
L&T’s Smart World business, JVS
Ramakrishna holds a Vice-chair
role for the IEEE-IAS Madras
chapter. With Around 25 years of
experience in Technology, Strategy,
Business Development, P&L
leadership, Global delivery and
building high-performance crossdomain teams, JVS has worked in
the UK, South Africa, Japan, the
US and India.
As the Chief IT Officer at
Hyderabad Metro JVS has worked
to provide tech leadership to the
greenfield metro rail on strategy,
architecture, digital transformation,
IoT and delivery perspective of
this US$ 4 billion (world’s largest)
metro infra project. At L&T
Infotech, he had taken up various
roles from technology, operations
to business leadership over 16
years.

Mr. Ashish Khare

General Manager and Global Head IoT and Smart Cities, Wipro Limited

Mr Ashish Khare is an Engineering
Graduate in Electronics and
Communication, an MBA in
marketing from Symbiosis Pune
and holds 27 years of Experience.
He is the General Manager and
Global Head for IoT and Smart
City in Wipro Limited. Mr. Khare
handles IoT and smart City
business including Solution
Development, Integration, delivery
and Management Services. He
has worked all through in leading
technologies in IT-OT space.

100 %

solar-powered metro by 2022.
Delhi Metro’ unique solar power
initiatives will help save millions
of tonnes of CO2 emissions

He carries a strong experience
in IoT, IT and Telecom covering
Consultancy, System Integration,
Solutions, Management Services
and project Management. He
is also the brain behind the IP
– Wipro Smart i-ConnectTM.
A business leader who is a
technology enthusiast and a
speaker at leading world forums
with published papers in IoT &
Smart City Space.
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Keynote Address

31 OCTOBER 2021

India@75: A Real Estate Investment Destination
Panel Discussion on Resurgence and
Responsible Real Estate

Mr. Durga Shanker Misra

Mr. Dinesh Kapila

Mr. Durga Shankar Mishra is
the Secretary to the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs,
Government of India. He has held
senior assignments in Revenue
Administration, Internal Security,
Vigilance, Civil Aviation, Tourism,
Sports, Agriculture & Research,
Taxation, Medical & Health, Mining
and Urban Development.

Shri Dinesh Kapila assumed
the charge of Economic Advisor
(Housing), in the Ministry of
Housing & Urban Affairs, Govt. of
India in May, 20I9. He is looking
after all policy matters related to
the Real estate sector including
Administration of Real Estate
Regulation (and Development )
Act (RERA). He currently looks
after the work of the Economic
Division and the National Building
Organization (NBO) in the Ministry.

Secretary,
Ministry of Housing Urban Affairs,
Government of India

Economic Advisor (Housing),
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs,
Government of India

Mr. Raj Menda

Joint Chairman, FICCI Real Estate
Committee and Corporate Chairman,
RMZ Corp, India

1400 to 1600 hrs

The Real Estate sector in India is the second-highest employment generator, after the
agricultural sector. It comprises four sub-sectors of housing, retail, hospitality and
commercial. The sector provided employment to over 55 million people in 2019 and is
expected to provide jobs to 70 million in the coming years. India’s real estate sector, which
is a US$ 200 billion market at present, is expected to grow into a $1 trillion market size by
2030. By 2025, this market is also forecasted to contribute 13 per cent to the country’s GDP.
The current market climate has changed, after the Government introduced the Real
Estate (Regulation and Development) Act (RERA) 2016 to regularize and promote the real
estate sector and protect the interests of home buyers in a transparent and accountable
manner. The move received an enormous positive response and has ensured fair
transactions, quality construction, timely delivery and speedy adjudication, which has
added professionalism to the sector and boosted buyers’ confidence. It has also led to the
transformation of residential real estate business – from unorganized to organized sector.

Moderator

Mr. Anuj Puri

Chairman, ANAROCK Property Consultants Private Limited

Mr. Anuj Puri has over 30 years of experience in the Indian and global real
estate markets and is widely acknowledged for revolutionizing the sector
with his visionary outlook and technology-based solutions.
Prior to his current role, Mr. Puri was Chairman and Country Head of JLL
India and a key member of the Asia Pacific Leadership Group and Head of
the Global Retail Leasing Board.
He has won numerous awards both within India & Internationally such as
the ‘Most Promising Business Leaders of Asia 2018-19’ award by Economic
Times, ‘Scroll of Honour’ award by Realty Plus Magazine and the India
Business Group Excellence Award 2019.
Mr. Puri is a graduate from the Shri Ram College of Commerce, New
Delhi and a Fellow of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, UK. He
serves on multiple public and private company boards and is affiliated with
numerous organizations including FICCI, MCHI-CREDAI and YPO.
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Mr. Mishra holds a Bachelor’s
degree in Electrical Engineering
from IIT Kanpur, an MBA in
International Business from the
University of Western Sydney,
Australia and a Post Graduate
Diploma in Public Policy from
the Institute of Social Studies,
the Hague, Netherlands. He has
published various papers on good
governance, public administration
and development administration.
He has been visiting faculty in the
University of Guelph, Canada.

He also holds the additional
charge of Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of Central Govt. Employee’s
Welfare Housing Organization
(CGEWHO), established to
promote and develop houses at
selected places, across India,
on a no-profit no-loss basis,
as a welfare measure for Govt.
employees.

Mr. Raj Menda is the Co-owner
and Corporate Chairman of
RMZ Corp, one of the most
successful South Asian real
estate development firms, with
an unmatched portfolio in India.
The organization has developed,
acquired and holds interest in
over 23 million sqft. of commercial
properties. Its prestigious and
prolific portfolio includes over
US$ 3 billion in real estate assets.
Headquartered in Bangalore,
RMZ has chartered its course
towards using technology
coupled with experiences to build
connected communities in their
spaces.
Mr. Menda is the first Indian to
be on the Jury of the Urban Land
Institute - Awards for Excellence.
He is also a past member of
the Urban Land Institute Global
Jury. He is currently the Joint
Chairman of the FICCI Real Estate
Committee for 2020-21.

Mr. Sanjay Dutt

Joint Chairman, FICCI Real Estate Committee and Managing Director
and Chief Executive Officer Tata Realty & Infrastructure Ltd.

Mr. Sanjay Dutt is the Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of TATA
Realty and Infrastructure Limited (TRIL) and Tata Housing Development
Company Limited. He has over 24 years of experience in the Real Estate sector.
Mr. Dutt brings along an extensive experience in real estate strategic planning,
development, redevelopment, leasing, new acquisitions and asset management
business across India. In addition, he is the Joint Chairman of FICCI Real Estate
Committee. Mr. Dutt has also served as the Managing Director at Cushman &
Wakefield (India), and CEO (Business) of JLL. He holds a Postgraduate degree in
Marketing & HR from the International Management Institute.
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Mr. Asheesh Mohta

Mr. Srini Sriniwasan

Senior Managing Director,
Real Estate – India, The Blackstone Group

Managing Director, Kotak Investment Advisors Ltd.

Mr. Chanakya Chakravarti

Managing Director India, Growth Markets,
Ivanhoé Cambridge

Mr. Asheesh Mohta is the Head of Real Estate Acquisitions India for the
Mumbai based Blackstone Group. Since joining Blackstone in 2007, Mr.
Mohta has been involved in analyzing real estate investments across the
residential, commercial, and hospitality sectors.
Before joining Blackstone, Mr. Mohta worked as Assistant Vice President
with the real estate arm of The Chatterjee Group, one of the first private
equity investors in India. He was responsible for the treasury and resource
raising functions for the group across a pan-Indian portfolio of properties.
Mr. Mohta holds a Bachelor’s degree in Commerce (honours) from the
University of Calcutta and an MBA from the Indian School of Business.

Mr. Sharad Mittal

Chief Executive Officer, Motilal Oswal Real Estate

Mr. Ashish Singh

Partner Real Estate, Actis

Mr. S. Sriniwasan heads Kotak Investment Advisors
Limited (KIAL). He is also a part of the Group
Management Council that drives Kotak Mahindra
Group’s growth charter.
Sriniwasan has played a crucial role in setting up and
building the different asset classes in KIAL including
Real Estate, Infrastructure, Special Situations
& Credit, Private Equity, Listed Strategies and
Investment Advisory.
Mr. Sriniwasan is a Board member of the Asia Pacific
Real Estate Association Limited (APREA) India
Chapter and a member of the Governing Council of
Global Real Estate Institute (GRI) – India Chapter.
He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Commerce from
Delhi University and an MBA from the Institute of
Management Technology (IMT), Ghaziabad.

Mr. Mittal is a professional with over 18 years of
rich experience in real estate investing, lending and
fundraising. He has vast experience in investing
across the gamut of Indian real estate, residential
and commercial alike. Mr. Mittal is one of the few
professionals with an experience of investing (equity,
mezzanine and debt) as well as fund raising. He
is well connected with a network of developers,
intermediaries and bankers and is proficient in raising
capital commitments from domestic and global
investors.
Mr. Mittal has headed the real estate private equity
business at Motilal Oswal Group since 2013 and has
been instrumental in building the MORE business
from scratch to an AUM of US$ 625 million.

22 | India@Expo 2020 Dubai

Mr. Chakravarti is a seasoned manager and
investor with a career spanning over three decades,
including over 22 years with senior executive roles
in investment management, development, general
management and strategic advisory in Asia and
sub-Saharan Africa. During his career, he has had the
opportunity to contribute to multiple start up ventures
that went on to achieve great scale.
Mr. Chanakya Chakravarti is responsible for
implementing the investment and asset management
strategies outlined in Ivanhoé Cambridge’s annual
business plan and strategic plan for India, assisted by
a team formed for that purpose.
Before joining Ivanhoé Cambridge in 2018, he was a
Managing Director, Global Alternatives, Asia, at J.P.
Morgan Chase.

Mr. Ashish Singh has been working in the Indian real
estate market for over 20 years. He was a founding
member for Actis Asia Real Estate and leads their real
estate investing in India.
Ashish has worked diverse roles in the real estate
sector, spanning private equity investing, real estate
development, site acquisitions and transaction
advisory. He has led the setting up of marquee
platforms for AARE in India, with most reputable
partners in the country including Tata Realty,
Mahindra Lifespace and Shapoorji Pallonji.
Ashish holds a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering
from the Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi.
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GREEN CORRIDORS

Designing Smart
Urban Transport Corridors
Transportation corridors are key components in urban planning.
They determine the energy usage of the city. A well-designed urban
transport corridor can significantly reduce the city’s carbon footprint.

A bridge is just a bridge till you envision it as a
state-of-the-art engineering wonder.
- E. Sreedharan

U

rban transport is an integral part of urban
development. An efficient, affordable and
sustainable urban transport system is the
artery that transports the lifeblood of a city’s
economy.
Being a state subject, urban transport in India is
an arena where one witnesses the collaboration
of central and state governments. Nowhere is this
successful cooperation more visible than in India’s
metro systems - the arteries that relentlessly sustain
the pulsating economic lives of some of India’s most
dynamic cities.
There are currently thirteen operational rapid transit
(popularly known as ‘metro’) systems in thirteen
cities across India. As of January 2021, India has 731.5
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kilometers (454.5 miles) of operational metro lines
and 540 stations across 13 systems. Additionally,
578.34 km of metro lines are under construction. India
looks forward to expanding the metro rail network
to more than 25 cities and adding up to 1,700 km of
Operational Metro network by 2025.
India’s success in developing a sustainable urban
transport infrastructure is best exemplified by its
largest metro system, the Delhi Metro. Known as the
greenest metro system in the world, the Delhi Metro
provides sustainable transportation services to 1.5
million people every single day. It is the first railway
project in the world to be registered for carbon
credits by the United Nations and has been certified
to have prevented the emission of over 90,000 tonnes
of CO2.
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Mr. Jaideep

01 NOVEMBER 2021

Smart and Sustainable Transportation

OSD (Urban Transport), Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs, Government of India

Mr. Jaideep is currently the Officer on Special Duty (OSD) Urban Transport
& Ex-officio Joint Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs,
Government of India. He is an officer from the Indian Railway Service of
Electrical Engineers (IRSEE).

1100 to 1300 hrs

Jaideep is a Post Graduate in Electrical Engineering from the Indian Institute
of Technology Delhi. He has rich experience in intercity and intracity rail
based transportation systems and has extensively dealt with railway rolling
stock and traction equipment during his various assignments in Railways.
He had also been closely associated with implementation of Mumbai Urban
Transport Project & Linke Hoffmann Bosche project of the Indian Railways.

Urban rapid mass transit systems present great opportunities for reduction in
traffic congestion by offering alternative transportation modes, and contributing
greatly to the quality of urban life. A mass rapid transit system is enabled through
a systematic process starting with strategic planning, tactical planning, operational
planning, transit evaluation to marketing and policy.
The support and focus of Intelligent Traffic and Transport System (ITS) has been
instrumental in increasing the utility of mass transit systems with solutions such as
Passenger Information System, integrated payment solutions, journey planning etc.
To create efficient, integrated multi-modal systems, the various types of data using
ITS, such as parking, real-time traffic, public transport operations, etc. the focus
now needs to be on integration of modes for a seamless travel experience.
This panel discussion will examine the variations of mass rapid transit systems, the
increasing role of ITS in bolstering mass rapid transit systems, ideas on achieving
multimodal integration, and alternatives to decarbonize the mobility sector.

Dr. Brijesh Dixit

Mr. Harj Dhaliwal

An acclaimed Railway
Administrator and an efficient
infrastructure builder, Dr. Dixit is
presently heading the Maharashtra
Metro Rail Corporation Ltd. as
Managing Director.

A Chartered Civil Engineer from
Nottingham Trent University, UK,
Mr.Harj Dhaliwal oversees all
activity and projects for Virgin
Hyperloop in the Middle East
and India. With over 35 years
of civil engineering experience,
he has managed mega rail and
infrastructure projects around the
world.

Mr. Lingaraj Shantlingappa
holds an MBA from the George
Washington University, in the
United States. He completed
4 joint ventures with large US
and European companies to
bring new technology to Indian
railways and also worked with
Mr. E. Sreedharan, on the Konkan
railway.

Mr. Dhaliwal has spent the last
22 years in the development,
delivery, and management of
heavy rail, light rail, and metro
projects including PPP, PFI and
D&B projects across Europe
and the Middle East. He was
the Programme Director for the
delivery and operation of the first
national heavy-haul railway in the
UAE - Etihad Rail.

Bringing high speed rail to India
is the next big goal of Patil rail
and the company has developed
some key components for this.
The company is also involved in
the bullet train project. It employs
8500 people with more than
400 engineers and has a skill
development Centre in Bilaspur
which trains youth in railway
engineering.

Managing Director, Maharashtra Metro
Rail Corporation Ltd.

Managing Director,
Middle East & India, Virgin Hyperloop

Mr. L.S. Patil

Executive Chairman, Patil Group

Convenor

Dr. O.P. Agarwal

Chairman, FICCI Working Group - Future of Mobility
and Chief Executive Officer, WRI India

Dr. Om Prakash (O.P.) Agarwal is the CEO of WRI India and possesses a
wealth of experience in public policy issues related to urban development,
poverty alleviation, capacity building, governance and environment.
He was the principal author of India’s National Urban Transport Policy, which
was adopted in 2006 and has remained the key document guiding urban
transport investments since.
He was also the World Bank’s global Urban Transport Advisor for over
six years and chaired the U.S. Transport Research Board’s Committee on
Transportation in Developing Countries.
Dr. Agarwal holds a PhD in Transport Economics from the Indian Institute
of Technology, Delhi, a Master’s in Transportation from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and a Bachelor’s in Electrical Engineering from the
Indian Institute of Technology, Chennai.
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He has been associated with
the Indian Railway for over 30
years including association
with Mumbai suburban and
urban rail transport for over 15
years, at various levels covering
planning, designing, constructing
and maintaining large scale rail
infrastructures & operation of
services and administration of
institutions on both Western
and Central Railways. Dr. Dixit
is known for bringing about
the total transformation of Rail
infrastructure and quality of
services to both passenger and
freight customers and public
in general as the DRM Nagpur,
Central Railway.
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DIGITAL REBIRTH

Smart Cities
Mission
Up to 70 per cent of the India of 2030 is yet to be built.
Making cities smarter, energy efficient and agile is key
to India’s urbanisation agenda.
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L

aunched on 25 June 2015, India’s “100 Smart
Cities Mission” is an urban renewal and
retrofitting program that aims to develop smart
cities across the country, making them sustainable
and citizen-friendly. The vision is to create cities that
are resourceful, resilient, inclusive, and technologydriven.
Smart Cities Mission aims to drive economic growth
and improve the quality of people’s lives by enabling
local area development and harnessing the latest
technologies. It intends to achieve the development
of 100 smart cities and the rejuvenation of 500 others.
A corpus of US$14 billion has been earmarked to
effectuate this transformation.
The Ministry of Urban Development (MoUD)
program, under which the mission was launched,
used a competition-based method as a means
for selecting the cities for funding. Following the
selection of potential cities based on intra-state level
competitions, the cities participated in inter-state
competitions before being selected for the 100 Smart
Cities Mission.

Under the Mission, each city will create a Special
Purpose Vehicle (SPV), headed by a full-time
CEO who will oversee the implementation of the
project. The centre and state governments are to
provide US$140 million funding to the company,
the cost of which will be shared by the two on an
equal basis. Smart Cities Mission was designed to
weave democratic processes in the heart of area
development, as is reflected by the fact that the
Mission solicited and secured a high level of citizen
participation. Over 15 million citizens were consulted
during the Challenge Process of the Smart Cities
Mission.
As many as 5,151 projects worth more than US$ 27.3
billion are being implemented in 100 cities under the
government’s Smart Cities Mission. Uttar Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu will have the highest number of smart
cities under this project.
Smart Cities Mission is thus 21’st century India’s
attempt to unleash the power of technology in the
development of urban spaces, driven by a spirit of
cooperative and competitive federalism.
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AMRUT MISSION

AMRUT: Making Indian
Cities Cleaner and Greener
Indian cities are hard-pressed to keep up with the country’s urban expansion.
This unique project helps to boost the infrastructure in each city.

A

tal Mission for Rejuvenation and
Urban Transformation (AMRUT)
presents India’s holistic approach
towards ameliorating civic amenities in urban
spaces based on the tenets of efficiency,
inclusivity and sustainability.
Launched on 25th June 2015, AMRUT (an
upgraded version of JNNURM) seeks to
achieve universal water supply, efficient
sewerage, improved urban transport and
the creation of parks. The overarching vision
of the mission is to improve the quality of
life in urban spaces, especially that of the
underserved and the disadvantaged.

AMRUT Mission witnessed the installation of
11 million Water Tap Connections, 8.5 million
Sewerage and Septage Connections, 1,499
green spaces and 7.5 million street lights
between May 2014 and December 2020.
AMRUT has benefited more than 40 million
people in 500 cities across the country.
Projects worth US$ 10.2 billion have been
awarded and projects worth US$ 1.42 billion
were completed within four years of the
mission’s launch.
An important component of AMRUT
is to achieve water security and water
conservation through effective water
management practices. This is demonstrated
by the following:
Reuse of treated Waste-Water - Two Tertiary
Treatment plants based on Reverse Osmosis
have been established at Kodungaiyur &
Koyambedu, Tamil Nadu.
Water ATMs - The mission has witnessed
the installation of Water ATMs that dispense
drinking water as cheap as $0.013 per litre.
Water ATMs under the Amrut Mission have
enabled people to have access to clean and
safe drinking water 24x7.
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Convenor

01 NOVEMBER 2021

Dr. O.P.Agarwal

Panel Discussion - Building Smart,
Liveable and Sustainable Cities

Chairman, FICCI Working Group - Future of Mobility and
Chief Executive Officer, WRI India

Dr. Om Prakash (O.P.) Agarwal is the CEO of WRI India and possesses a wealth
of experience in public policy issues related to urban development, poverty
alleviation, capacity building, governance and environment.

1500 to 1700 hrs
As the Urban population ratio is expected to reach 70 per cent in 2050 in the world,
and an explosive urban population growth is expected in Asia and Africa, there will
be a requirement of comprehensive development of physical, institutional, social, and
economic infrastructure. Many cities are plagued with various environmental, social,
and economic issues such as resource scarcity, congestion, pollution, poverty, lack of
affordable housing, proliferation of informal dwelling, as well as sewerage and sanitation
problems. In fact, urbanization is placing an environmental load on natural resources as
cities account for 60–80 per cent of energy consumption across the globe and for more
than 70 per cent of worldwide carbon dioxide emissions. In order to provide better living
conditions for existing and future generations, cities need to be improved by adopting the
smart route and at the same time focusing on the sustainability aspect. The development
of smart cities – enabled, powered, and integrated by digital technologies – is set to be
one of the crowning achievements of societies worldwide in the 21st century.

He was the principal author of India’s National Urban Transport Policy, which was
adopted in 2006 and has remained the key document guiding urban transport
investments since then. He was also the World Bank’s global Urban Transport
Advisor for over six years and chaired the U.S. Transport Research Board’s
Committee on Transportation in Developing Countries.
Dr. Agarwal holds a PhD in Transport Economics from the Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi, a Master’s in Transportation from the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology and a Bachelor’s in Electrical Engineering from the Indian Institute
of Technology, Chennai.

Mr. G. Mathi Vathanan

Principal Secretary, Housing and Urban Development
Department, Orissa

Mr. Manish Singh

District Collector and Chairman Smart City, Indore,
Madhya Pradesh

Keynote Address

Mr. Durga Shanker Misra

Secretary, Ministry of Housing Urban Affairs, Government of India

Mr. Durga Shankar Mishra is the Secretary to the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India. He has held senior
assignments in Revenue Administration, Internal Security, Vigilance,
Civil Aviation, Tourism, Sports, Agriculture & Research, Taxation,
Medical & Health, Mining and Urban Development.
Mr. Mishra holds a Bachelor’s degree in Electrical Engineering from
IIT Kanpur, an MBA in International Business from the University of
Western Sydney, Australia and a Post Graduate Diploma in Public
Policy from the Institute of Social Studies, the Hague, Netherlands.
He has published various papers on good governance, public
administration and development administration.
He has been visiting faculty in the University of Guelph, Canada.
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Mr. G. Mathi Vathanan is currently Principal Secretary,
Department of Housing and Urban Development,
Government of Odisha, India.
He is leading the implementation of several urban
development initiatives such as Land Rights to
Slum Dwellers - Jaga Mission, Universal access to
Pipe Water Supply, Decentralised Solid & Liquid
Waste Management Systems, Garima - a scheme for
dignity & Safety of Manual Scavengers, Urban Wage
Employment Scheme (MUKTA) and several other
inclusive initiatives covering the entire State.
Under his leadership Puri, a city in India has become
the only city in the country that has achieved 24x7
Drink directly from Tap Quality water supply system
benefitting 250,000 residents and 20 Million tourists
annually.

In 2015, Indian Administrative Services Officer Manish
Singh, was appointed as commissioner Indore. He
identified the potential threats of having an unclean
city in the form of several health hazards and took
several steps to transform the city such as building
infrastructure facilities, digital initiatives in the
service delivery system, heritage and environmental
conservation, river rejuvenation, and e-governance.
This resulted in Indore being awarded the title of
the Cleanest city in India for 4 consecutive years
through the largest assessment survey in the World,
impacting 1.3 billion lives.
In 2021, Indore was awarded first and second rank in
Municipal Performance Index ranking and Livability
Index ranking, respectively.
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Mr. Renato De Castro

Smart City Senior Partner, RMA Advisory (UAE)

With over 20 years experience as a global executive across Asia, the
Americas and Europe, Renato de Castro is one of the foremost Smart City
Experts in the world. He is currently the Ambassador for Rio Operations
Centre and Smart City Advisor at Unidroit Rail Working Group.
A world-renowned speaker, Mr. De Castro has delivered keynotes
internationally on Smart Cities, AI, the Internet of Things, and Innovation.
His book The StartUp City: A New Era of Smarter Cities (2019) sets out his
City SmartUp concept: applying a start-up management mindset to Smart
City development.

Mr. Ba Touc Vo

Mr. Naveen Mathur

Ba Tuoc Vo has over 20 years of experience as an
architect working on major projects in Europe, Asia
and Australia.

Naveen Mathur is currently the CEO of Maithri
Aquatech, a ‘Make in India’ company which has been
approved by the Ministry of Jalshakti through the
Mashelkar Committee. The company is a Participant
Member of United Nations Global Compact (UNGC)
and member of the CEO Water Mandate.

Architect, Enia Architectes (France)

Since joining ENIA architects in 2005, Ba Tuoc has
brought this rich experience to deliver projects
ranging in scale from the renowned Club Silencio
to Basel International Airport Redevelopment. He
is the referential architect at ENIA for international
projects having worked on numerous projects
outside of France including Nagpur Junction Station
Redevelopment (India), Ahmedabad Commissioner
of Police HQ (India), new Ouagadougou International
Airport (Burkina Faso), Pune International Airport
(India) or the new administrative centre of Ho Chi
Minh City (Vietnam).
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CEO, Maithri Aquatech

Mr. Mathur is a Business and Strategy Expert with
over 25 years of rich experience across various
industries. He has worked earlier both in India and
overseas markets in companies such as WaterHealth,
Selular Group, Nokia and Electrolux.
He has done his PGDBM in Marketing from Sydenham
Institute of Management Studies, Research and
Entrepreneurship Education, Mumbai.

26.8

Million tap water connections to
be added across 500 cities by
Project AMRUT 2.0 by 2025
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SWACHH BHARAT MISSION

World’s Largest Behavioural
Change Programme

Cleanliness is Next To Godliness
- Mahatma Gandhi

Swachh Bharat Mission envisions to change the way Indians live.
It transforms India into a clean nation where every citizen has access
to a toilet, a clean environment and clean surroundings irrespective
of where she lives in the country...

S

wachh Bharat Mission, India’s
country-wide sanitation drive, is
the world’s largest behavioural
change exercise to eliminate open
defecation. The Mission was launched
on 2 October 2014 for a 5-year period
with the objective of achieving 100
per cent open defecation free (ODF)
status and 100 per cent solid waste
management in all Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs).
The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan has
transformed into a people’s campaign in
sanitation, especially across rural India.
With over 80 million toilets built in the
last four years, the mission has been the
largest sanitation drive in the history of
humankind.
Across rural India, sanitation coverage
stood at 38.70 per cent in 2014, before
the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM)
took off. Today, this has shot up to 93
per cent, with over 80 million toilets
constructed.
The mission’s urban counterpart, which
falls under the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA), is concentrating
on building public and community toilets
to ensure that sanitation coverage in
urban India improves.
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SBM IN NUMBERS
Swachh Bharat Mission - Gramin

10.71 million
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Toilets Built

61.24%

increase in households with toilets
since 2nd October 2014

6,02,241

Toilets built in 2021-22

711

Open Defecation Free Districts

2,62,769

Open Defecation Free Gram Panchayat
(Village Councils)

6,03,004

Open Defecation Free Villages

100

million toilets have been constructed
across the country in the last 7 years
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Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban

Open Defecation Free Cities and Wards

Individual Household Toilet

Target

Construction
Achieved

58,99,637

62,60,606

4,371 (96%)

(106%)

Community & Public Toilets

Target

Construction
Achieved

5,07,587

6,15,864
(121%)

ODF Declared

4,316 (95%)

ODF Verified

3,309 (73%)

ULB Certified ODF+

960 (21%)

ULB Certified ODF++

Highlights
Wards with

100%

Door to Door Waste Collection

85,209

Total No. of Cities

4,557
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In the past five years, the Indian government has built over 107
million toilets. This means that it constructed 38 toilets every minute
since the launch of Swachh Bharat Mission.
India is processing about 1,00,000 tonnes of waste every day.
This figure was less than 20 per cent when the campaign started in
2014. All urban local bodies have been declared Open Defecation
Free (ODF) and 70 per cent of solid waste is being scientifically
processed now.
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ENSURING EMPLOYABILIT Y

MGNREGA: The World’s Largest
Employment Guarantee Program
India’s job guarantee scheme is unique. It ensures 100 days of
employment to every Indian in rural India while also upskilling
millions of young people across urban centres.

I

ndia’s rural employment guarantee programme,
the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), is the world’s largest
social welfare scheme in existence. Every year, the
scheme provides guaranteed employment in manual
work for 100 days to all the adults living in rural
areas who are willing to work.
First proposed in 1991 by P.V. Narasimha Rao, the
scheme was passed in 2005 as the National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act. MGNREGA is a realworld example of India’s resolve in securing for its
citizens the ‘Right to Work’. Equitable growth, social
inclusion, gender parity, and social security are the
founding pillars of MGNREGA.
MGNREGA is designed to provide the rural
population with an access to employment during
non-agricultural seasons. Besides enhancing the
purchasing power of India’s rural population, it also
reduces the intensity of urban migration during
lean seasons. The Scheme covers 648 districts all
over the country and has been pivotal in increasing
rural household income. In the financial year 201920, around US$ 11.11 billion were allocated for this
scheme.
The labour supply created by the guaranteed
employment scheme is directed at constructing
durable assets such as roads, canals, ponds
and wells which results in the development of
rural infrastructure. The scheme has managed to
reduce poverty levels in India by a great margin
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and has been hailed as “a stellar example of rural
development” by the World Bank.
During 2016-17, people from 48 million households
were provided with 14.26 million jobs under the
MGNREGA scheme. This resulted in the creation
of 2 billion person-days of employment during the
stated period.
MGNREGA is also a powerful vehicle for driving
gender-sensitive and gender-just growth in
rural India. 56 per cent of the 48 million+ people
employed under the scheme in 2016-17 were
women. This is the highest ever participation of
women since the inception of the program.

Skill development under MGNREGA

Project Livelihoods in Full Employment was
introduced in April 2015 under the MGNREGA by
the Ministry of Rural Development. It is aimed at
promoting self-reliance by improving the skills of
rural labourers.
A demand-driven, placement-linked skill training
initiative working under National Rural Livelihood
Mission (NRLM), Deen Dayal Upadhyay Grameen
Kaushalya Yojana (DDUGKY) focuses on people
between 15 and 35 years of age, so as to diversify
their skills and help them eventually get placements
and come out of poverty. DDUGKY has been
designed to function in tandem with MGNREGA to
ensure that every year, at least one member each
from 400,000 - 500,000 families are trained within
the mandated 100 days of MGNREGA.
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HOME AND HEARTH

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana:

A Home for Every One
The programme envisages to
complete 32.1 million houses
across India’s cities and villages
and eradicate slums by 2025.

implementation of the scheme. Over 4.3 million
houses have been constructed under PMAY(U).
Of these, 1.7 million houses have been constructed
during the COVID-19 pandemic. PMAY has the
potential for functioning as the point of convergence
for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 1, 6, 7, 9,
11 & 13.
Pradhan Mantri Gramin Awas Yojana is a social
welfare programme, created by the Indian
Government, to provide housing for the rural
underserved in India. Under the PMGAY scheme,
financial assistance worth up to US$ 1,800 is provided
for the construction of houses that are equipped with
facilities such as toilet, LPG connection, electricity
connection, and drinking water, demonstrating

convergence with other schemes like Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan toilets, Ujjwala Yojana LPG gas connection,
Saubhagya Yojana electricity connection etc.
Adopting cost-effective and environment-friendly
building technologies for rural homes through PMAY
can accelerate the pace of construction by 20 per
cent, resulting in water savings of 1.6 billion litres
annually and reducing CO2 emissions by 27 million
tons by 2022.
Since 1985, 25.2 million houses have been constructed
under the scheme. The scheme has a special focus
on attaining gender parity as the houses are allotted
in the name of the woman, or jointly between the
husband and the wife.

P

radhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) is
the world’s largest housing programme
for the underserved that aims to
provide functional houses using innovative
and sustainable building technologies and
materials. The scheme has two components
- Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – Urban
(PMAY-U) and Pradhan Mantri Gramin
Awaas Yojana (PMGAY) for urban and rural
households respectively.
In 1911, the level of urbanization in India was
10.29 per cent. By 2011, this had reached 31.16
per cent. It is estimated that India will add
another 300 million urban residents by 2050.
It is in this context that the Government of
India has come up with the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (PMAY), an initiative that aims
to ensure affordable housing to the urban
underserved. A target of building 20 million
affordable houses by 31 March 2022 has
been set under the initiative. A corpus of
US$ 28 billion has been earmarked for the
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Moderator

01 NOVEMBER 2021

Mr. Ramesh Nair

Global CEOs’ Perspective
Real Estate Panel discussion on Alternate
Real Estate: A view from the lens of the CEOs

CEO India and Managing Director,
Market Development, Asia at Colliers

With a diverse experience of over 23 years, Mr. Ramesh Nair’s career has been
focused on overseeing transformational change and delivering real estate
solutions to domestic and multinational owners, investors and occupiers across
India and South Asia.

1300 to 1430 hrs
The Covid-19 pandemic has pushed down the sentiments in the real estate sector. With
the economy expected to take a few years to recover from the effects of COVID-19, the
real estate industry will show ripples for a few more. For the decade of the 2020s, the
economy is constrained by long-run potential GDP growth that is a weak 1.5 – 1.6 per
cent. That is the ‘new normal’ for which we need to prepare.
However, despite challenges in the sector, new opportunities are emerging from
alternate real estate sectors like data centres, warehousing and logistics. According to
reports, India’s data center market is expected to present a US$ 4.9 billion investment
opportunity, following a tripling of data center capacity by 2025. Fueled by the outbreak
of the pandemic, the Indian data center market by investment is expected to grow at a
CAGR of over 12 per cent during the period 2021-2026.

As the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) India & Managing Director, Market
Development Asia, for Colliers, Ramesh is responsible for the overall direction,
strategy, and growth of India’s business. His key responsibilities include driving
long-term sustainable and profitable growth for the company along with
developing the company’s short-term and long-term strategy.

Mr. PNC Menon

Mr. Raj Menda

Mr. P.N.C. Menon is the Founder
and Chairman of Sobha
Group, a multinational real
estate and construction group
with diversified interests and
investments in the UAE, India,
Oman, Bahrain, Brunei and
Tanzania.

Mr. Raj Menda is the Co-owner
and Corporate Chairman of
RMZ Corp, one of the most
successful South Asian real
estate development firms, with
an unmatched portfolio in India.
The organization has developed,
acquired and holds interest in over
23 M sft. of commercial properties.

Founder and Chairman,
Sobha Group

Joint Chairman, FICCI Real Estate
Committee and Corporate Chairman,
RMZ Corp, India

Mr. Sanjay Dutt

Joint Chairman, FICCI Real Estate
Committee and Managing Director
and CEO, Tata Realty
& Infrastructure Ltd, India

Welcome Address

Mr. Sandip Somany

Past President, FICCI, and Vice Chairman and Managing Director,
Somany Impresa Group (Via VC)

Mr. Somany is the Vice Chairman & Managing Director of Somany
Impresa Group, the leading building materials, packaging and
consumer products’ group in India.
With more than three decades of industry experience Mr. Somany
has led the company’s evolution from an Indian sanitaryware maker
to a diversified home solutions company serving a wide spectrum of
consumers ranging from the largest institutional buyers to individual
homeowners all across India.
Mr. Sandip Somany is the Immediate Past President of Federation
of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) and the
Current Chairman of Indian Council of Sanitaryware Manufacturers
(INCOSAMA) and on the Governing Council of All India Glass
Manufacturers Association.
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Mr. Menon has over 40 years of
experience in the premium real
estate and construction sector.
He began his career in Oman
with the launch of interior design
firm Services & Trade Company
that established itself as one of
the largest turnkey interiors and
contracting solutions providers in
the GCC region.

Mr. Menda is the first Indian to
be on the Jury of the Urban Land
Institute - Awards for Excellence.
He is also a past member of
the Urban Land Institute Global
Jury. He is currently the Joint
Chairman of the FICCI Real Estate
Committee for 2020-21.

Mr. Sanjay Dutt is the Managing
Director and Chief Executive Officer
of TATA Realty and Infrastructure
Limited (TRIL) and Tata Housing
Development Company Limited. He
has over 24 years of experience in
the Real Estate sector.
Mr. Dutt brings along an extensive
experience in real estate
strategic planning, development,
redevelopment, leasing, new
acquisitions and asset management
business across India. In addition,
he is the Joint Chairman of FICCI
Real Estate Committee. Mr. Dutt
has also served as the Managing
Director at Cushman & Wakefield
(India), and CEO (Business) of
JLL. He holds a Postgraduate
degree in Marketing & HR from the
International Management Institute.
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LIFE
LIVELIHOOD
DIGNIT Y

National
Livelihood
Mission
Aided in part through investment
support by the World Bank, the
Mission aims at creating efficient
and effective institutional platforms
for the rural and urban poor.

T

he National Rural Livelihood Mission was
launched in June 2011 to create institutional
platforms for the rural underserved, enabling
them to increase household incomes through
livelihood support and have access to financial
services. The National Rural Livelihood Mission
(NRLM) was launched in 2011 by the Government of
India with support from the World Bank.
Created with the objective of improving the
livelihoods of underserved rural people and
boosting India’s rural economy through the
concept of “universal social mobilisation”, NRLM
has successfully utilized the ecosystem of Self
Help Groups in rural districts to attain its mission
objectives. The Mission has met with great success
in improving the lives of rural women, who are the
backbone of the programme and consequently, that
of their families. Particularly, great progress has
been made in the areas of social capital building,
community mobilisation, and access to finance.
Poverty reduction, women’s empowerment, and
improving outcomes in health, nutrition, and
education are some of the goals that NRLM seeks
to attain.
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In 2015, the scheme was renamed Deendayal
Antayodaya Yojana (DAY-NRLM). The Deendayal
Antodaya Yojana – National Rural Livelihood Mission
(DAY-NRLM) is aimed at alleviating rural poverty
through building sustainable community institutions
for the underserved. It seeks to mobilize about 90
million households into SHGs and link them to
sustainable livelihood opportunities by building their
skills and enabling them to access formal sources of
finance, entitlements and services from both public
and private sectors.
Between April 2014 and November 2018, more than
30 million rural underserved women were mobilized
into 2.7 million Self Help Groups (SHGs) across the
country. Cumulatively, more than 56 million women
were mobilized into about 5 million SHGs.
The scheme has provided a major boost to achieve
financial inclusion in the rural parts of the country.
US$ 27.2 billion worth of bank credit has been
leveraged by the SHGs during the last five years.
The quality of the portfolio has also shown a marked
improvement with Non Performing Assets (NPAs)
declining to 2.64 per cent in the current year. This is a

result of sustained efforts made by states to promote
timely repayment of loans by the SHGs.

since 2016-17, about 30,352 enterprises have been
supported under SVEP till 30th November 2018.

It has been a decade since the NRLM was first
launched. Today, India has the largest network of
women’s SHGs in the world. As of May 2021, there
were 6.9 million SHGs in India with 75 million
members across the country.

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya
Yojana (DDUGKY)

In 2019 a study conducted by the World Bank
examined the NRLM’s impact on female labour force
participation through women’s self-employment.
Data collected between 2011 to 2016-17 revealed that
the villages with NRLM intervention experienced an
overall increase of 20.4 per cent in self-employment
livelihood activities, which in turn led to a 13.6 per cent
increase in women’s participation in the workforce.

Start-up Village Entrepreneurship
Programme (SVEP)

NRLM has been promoting SVEP to promote and
strengthen rural start-ups in the non-farm and offfarm sectors. The strategy is to promote knowledge
about business feasibility, management and to provide
access to loan finance for start-ups as well as scaling
up existing enterprises. Implemented in 17 States

Launched by the Ministry of Rural Development
on 25th September 2014, DDUGKY is a part of the
National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) and is
tasked with the dual objectives of adding diversity to
the incomes of rural underserved families and cater
to the career aspirations of rural youth.
DDUGKY is uniquely focused on rural youth between
the ages of 15 and 35 years from underserved
families. As a part of the Skill India campaign, it plays
an instrumental role in supporting the social and
economic programs of the government.
It currently has over 1,575 projects being
implemented by over 717 partners, in more than
502 trades from 50 industry sectors. Over 9,90,000
candidates have been trained and over 5,30,000
candidates have been placed in jobs as of 1st April
2020. From 2012, DDUGKY has so far committed an
investment of more than US$ 770.8 million.
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PAVING THE ROAD TO PROSPERIT Y

630

million people will live
in India’s cities by 2035

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana:
An Update
The programme, was launched by the Government of India to provide
connectivity to unconnected habitations as part of a poverty reduction
strategy and has laid over 675,144 kilometers of roads till date.

I

ndia has the second-largest road network in the
world, spanning a total of 5.89 million kilometers.
This road network transports 64.5 per cent of all
goods in the country and 90 per cent of India’s total
passenger traffic uses the road network to commute.
In this context, the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana (PMGSY), was launched by the Government
of India to provide connectivity to unconnected
habitations as part of its poverty reduction strategy.
1,67,000 habitations are eligible for coverage under
the programme and an additional 1,80,628 have been
cleared so far. This involves the completion of
6,75,144 Kms of road across the length and breadth
of the country.
Of 178,000 habitations with a population of above
500 in the plains and above 250 in the hilly areas
which were planned to be connected by all50 | India@Expo 2020 Dubai

weather roads, 82 per cent were already connected
by December 2017 and work on the progress of
the remaining 47,000 habitations was on track to
completion.
Phase-3 of PMGSY has recently been approved by the
central government to extend and renovate 1,25,000
km of roads in the country. This phase will witness a
consolidation of 1,25,000 km of existing rural roads
connecting villages to rural agricultural markets,
higher secondary schools and hospitals.
Highway construction in India increased at 17.00 per
cent CAGR between FY16-FY21. Despite the pandemic
and the accompanying lock down, India managed
to construct 13,298 km of highways in FY21. The
average speed of road construction under the PMGSY,
which was 98.5 kilometers per day from 2004 to 2014,
rose to 130 km per day by 2014-17.
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Dr. O P Agarwal

02 NOVEMBER 2021

World Majlis by India:

CITIES ON THE MOVE - Moving around to move up
1600 to 1800 hrs
India, having seen rapid urbanization, is expected to keep adding people to its bustling
cities even as the novel coronavirus halts, and indeed reverses, albeit temporarily.
Today in India, we are faced with a couple of situations when it comes to urban mobility.
On one hand, we have multiple modes of travel ranging from private vehicles like bikes
and cars to public transport like metro rail and buses. On the other hand, we have a
discerning urban commuter with expectations of commutes that can be customized, are
sustainable and importantly, accessible via phones.
This session will highlight the solutions on focused investments in technology to relieve
heavily overstretched infrastructure, improve journey times, travellers’ experiences, and
the investment needed for Mobility-as-a-Service; the urban future mobility outlook and
opportunity pipelines in the sector to benefit all citizens.

Chief Executive Officer, World Resource
Institute (WRI) India

Dr. Om Prakash (O.P.) Agarwal is the CEO of WRI India and possesses a
wealth of experience in public policy issues related to urban development,
poverty alleviation, capacity building, governance and environment.
He was the principal author of India’s National Urban Transport Policy,
which was adopted in 2006 and has remained the key document guiding
urban transport investments since.
He was also the World Bank’s global Urban Transport Advisor for over
six years and chaired the U.S. Transport Research Board’s Committee on
Transportation in Developing Countries.
Dr. Agarwal holds a PhD in Transport Economics from the Indian Institute
of Technology, Delhi, a Master’s in Transportation from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and a Bachelor’s in Electrical Engineering from the
Indian Institute of Technology, Chennai.

Moderator

Ms. Eithne Treanor

Media and Communications Specialist

Ms. Eithne Treanor is the managing director of E.
Treanor Media, a specialist media consultancy based
in Dubai. She is a professional conference moderator,
facilitator, media and communications trainer, as well
as a seasoned energy industry commentator.
She studied politics and sociology at Trinity College
in Dublin, Ireland and has a degree in broadcast
communications from Columbia College in Chicago
and a post-graduate diploma in international
relations from the London School of Economics.

52 | India@Expo 2020 Dubai

Mr. Vipul Roongta

Mr. Durga Shanker Misra

Secretary,
Ministry of Housing Urban Affairs, Government of India

Mr. Durga Shankar Mishra is the Secretary to the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government
of India. He has held senior assignments in Revenue
Administration, Internal Security, Vigilance, Civil
Aviation, Tourism, Sports, Agriculture & Research,
Taxation, Medical & Health, Mining and Urban
Development.

Managing Director & CEO,
HDFC Capital Advisors Ltd.

Mr. Vipul Roongta is the Managing Director & CEO of HDFC Capital
Advisors Ltd (HCAL), the real estate private equity arm of HDFC group.
Mr. Roongta currently manages one of the largest residential financing
platforms in India, focused on funding development and technology
businesses across the affordable and mid-income housing ecosystem.
A member of the Alternative Investment Policy Advisory Committee of
the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), Mr.Vipul Roongta
has served on various boards and industry associations including RBI
committee on Residex, South Asia Board of Royal Institute of Chartered
Surveyors (RICS) and he is the Co-chair Real Estate of the Indian Private
Equity and Venture Capital Association (IVCA)

Mr. Mishra holds a Bachelor’s degree in Electrical
Engineering from IIT Kanpur, an MBA in International
Business from the University of Western Sydney,
Australia and a Post Graduate Diploma in Public
Policy from the Institute of Social Studies, the Hague,
Netherlands. He has published various papers
on good governance, public administration and
development administration. He has been visiting
faculty in the University of Guelph, Canada.
India@Expo 2020 Dubai | 53

A NE T WORK OF POSSIBILITIES

COORDINATED DE VELOPMENT

MISSION
ANTYODAYA
Ensuring effective use
of resources through
convergence of various
Government Schemes
with Gram Panchayats as
the basic unit of planning
is essential for balanced
growth.

M

ission Antyodaya is a convergence and
accountability framework aiming to bring optimum
utilization and management of resources allocated
by 27 Ministries/ Departments of the Government of
India under various programmes for the development of
rural areas. It is envisaged as a state-led initiative, with
Gram Panchayats (rural local bodies) as the focal point of
convergence efforts.
‘Mission Antyodaya’ seeks to converge government
interventions with Gram Panchayats as the basic unit for
planning by following a saturation approach by pooling
resources - human and financial - to ensure sustainable
livelihoods. It is a State-led initiative for rural transformation
to make a real difference based on creating measurable
outcomes to the lives of 10 million households in 5,000 rural
clusters of 50,000 Gram Panchayats in 1,000 days.
‘Mission Antyodaya’ is expected to unleash the latent
potential of participating Gram Panchayats through the
convergence of resources and concerted actions of all the
stakeholders and propel these Panchayats in a virtuous
cycle of development.

SANSAD ADARSH GRAM YOJANA (SAGY)
Adopting Villages to accelerate development

Under SAGY, each Member of Parliament adopts a Gram Panchayat
(Village Council) and guides its holistic progress. The ‘Adarsh Grams’
are to become schools of local development and governance,
inspiring other Gram Panchayats.

S

ansad Adarsh Gram Yojana
(SAGY) is a rural development
programme broadly focusing
on the development of villages. This
encompasses social and cultural
development through the social
mobilization of the village community.
The project aims to develop model
villages, called Adarsh Grams, through
the implementation of existing schemes
and the creation of new initiatives,
tailored to the needs of the local
community.
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Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana is designed
to bring the members of parliament
of all political parties under the same
umbrella while taking the responsibility
of developing physical and institutional
infrastructure in villages selected by
them. The idea is to adopt a village and
transform it into a model village.
Under Phase 1 of the scheme, nearly 500
out of 543 Lok Sabha MPs and 203 out of
253 Rajya Sabha MPs have each adopted
a village.
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PARTNERSHIPS
FOR PROSPERIT Y

Bringing
Villages and
Cities Together
The aim of Shyama Prasad Mukherji
Rurban Mission (SPMRM) is to
create 300 rural growth clusters
across the country.

T

he rural population in India stands at 833
million, constituting almost 68 per cent of
the total population. Further, the absolute
numbers of villages increased by 2279 units during
the 2001-2011 period.
Large parts of rural areas in the country are not
stand-alone settlements but part of a cluster of
settlements, which are in relative proximity to each
other. These clusters typically illustrate potential for
growth, have economic drivers and derive locational
and competitive advantages. These clusters, once
developed, can then be classified as ‘Rurban’.
The objective of the Shyama Prasad Mukherji
Rurban Mission (SPMRM) is to stimulate local
economic development, enhance basic services, and
create well planned Rurban clusters.

Under the Mission, 300 Rurban clusters are
envisaged to be developed in a time-bound
manner. Of these, 296 clusters have been
selected and the number of Integrated Cluster
Action Plans (ICAPs) approved are 288 and
Detailed Project Reports of 240 have been
approved.
A ‘Rurban cluster’, as per the SPMRM, would
be a cluster of geographically contiguous
villages with a population of about 25,000 to
50,000 in the plains and coastal areas and
with a population of 5,000 to 15,000 in desert,
hilly or tribal areas. As far as practicable,
clusters of villages would follow administrative
convergence units of Gram Panchayats
and shall be within a single block/tehsil for
administrative convenience.

There will be two categories of clusters under
SPMRM: Non-Tribal and Tribal. The process of
selection will vary for each of these categories.
While selecting the Rurban cluster, the State
may identify a large village/gram panchayat as
a growth center with resources available in the
area that could potentially lead the economic
transformation of the region. These growth
centers could also be block headquarter villages
or census towns. The clusters could then be
formed by identifying geographically contiguous
villages/gram panchayats within a radius of
5–10 km (or radius appropriate to the population
density and geography of the region) around the
identified growth center.
The following components are envisaged as
desirable components in each cluster:
• Skill development training linked to economic
activities
• Agro Processing, Agri Services, Storage and
Warehousing
• Fully equipped mobile health unit
• Upgrading school /higher education facilities
• Sanitation
• Provision of piped water supply
• Solid and liquid waste management
• Village streets and drains
• Street lights
• Inter-village road connectivity
• Public transport
• LPG gas connections
• Digital Literacy
• Citizen Service Centres
The project is envisaged to be funded through
the convergence of various Centrally Sponsored,
Central Sector and State Government Schemes
pertaining to the chosen components under the
Mission. In addition to the scheme funds, Critical
Gap Funding (CGF) is proposed to be provided
through the Scheme funds to the clusters, so
as to bridge the gap posed by the availability
of scheme funds and fulfilling the development
aspirations of the ‘Rurban Cluster’. The CGF would
be capped at 30 per cent of the capital cost or
US$ 4 million, whichever is lesser. The operations
and maintenance expenses of the project will
be recovered through user charges as per the
user charges policy in the state with shortfall
supported by the state budget.
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Mr. Banchhanidhi Pani

Municipal Commissioner, Surat, Gujarat

03 NOVEMBER 2021

Panel Discussion on Electric Mobility:
Towards a Sustainable Future
1100 to 1300 hrs
The electric vehicle industry in India is an emerging and fast growing sector satisfying
the increase in demand from both public and private sector. Currently, Indian roads
are dominated by conventional vehicles. There are approximately 0.4 million electric
two-wheelers and a few thousand electric cars. The Indian EV industry is upgrading at
a rapid stage in terms of production of electric vehicles, charging batteries, charging
stations, and required supporting tools.
The Government of India has undertaken multiple initiatives to promote manufacturing
and adoption of electric vehicles in India. With support of the government, electric
vehicles have started penetrating in the Indian market.

Mr. Banchhanidhi Pani is currently the Municipal Commissioner of Surat,
Gujarat. He has a diverse administrative experience and has rendered
his services in Panchayat & Rural Development, Revenue and Urban
Development sectors.
The Government of Gujarat recognized and awarded him as the Best
District Development Officer (DDO) for the year 2012-13 for services in the
area of Rural Development and as the Best Collector for the year 2014-15
for services in the Revenue Department. His efforts to clean Sabarkantha
have been registered under Guinness World Records.
He has been instrumental in combating COVID-19 in Surat and has
received national recognition for the same.

Mr. Nishant Arya

Mr. Ahmed Samir Elbermbali

Ms. Eleni Kitra

Nishant Arya is the Vice Chairman
of JBM Group. He completed
his education from Bradford
University, UK and the London
School of Economics. Nishant has
diversified the business from auto
components & systems to various
diverse sectors and a name to
reckon within each of these
domains.

Mr Ahmed Samir Elbermbali is
the Managing Director of the
Clean Energy Business Council
(CEBC), a non-profit organization
dedicated to promoting clean
energy and clean technologies and
solutions in the MENA Region.

Ms Eleni Kitra is the Global
Business Head of Mobility MaaS at Facebook and has 20
years of experience in Business
Management and Marketing,
leading business development in
multiple industries and markets.
She is currently leading the
Strategic Business Development
for Automotive and Financial
Services industries in the MENA
region, for the Facebook family
of apps, including Facebook,
Instagram, WhatsApp, Messenger,
among others.

Vice Chairman, JBM Group and
Chairman – Linde Wiemann Gmbh

Managing Director, Clean Energy
Business Council (CEBC)

Global Business, Head of Mobility MaaS, Facebook

Moderator

Mr. Prasad Unnikrishnan
Partner & COO Government
& Public Services, KPMG India

Mr. Prasad has accumulated good experience in diverse fields in the
past Seventeen years of his career in Consulting and IT organisation,
Non Governmental Organisation and Scheduled Banks. He has a diverse
experience in Project planning, Project management and implementation,
Project monitoring and status reporting, strategic planning, process
reengineering, operations management, quality, design engineering,
market survey, developing rehabilitation packages, due diligence studies,
concept development, product development, technology marketing,
conceptualisation and design of IT solutions etc.
His recent experience is specifically focussed on delivery of large
programme management for e-governance for the state governments as
well as Government of India and abroad.
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Today, the Group’s portfolio
spans across 60 manufacturing
plants and 5 engineering &
design centres in 10 countries.
Under Nishant’s leadership, JBM
introduced India’s first 100 per cent
electric bus, and has committed
that its electric buses will be
saving around 300 million litres of
diesel and approximately 1 billion
kg of CO2.

The youngest Managin Director
to hold this position in the history
of CEBC, Ahmed holds an MBA in
Sustainable Mobility management
from the Technical University of
Berlin.
His research interests lie in the
intersection between policy,
technology and consumer
behavior to accelerate the
transition to clean energy and
sustainable mobility sectors.

Ms Kitra is recognised as a Global
leader in supporting women in
Technology and is spearheading
the women@leadership movement
for Facebook EMEA.
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T EL ANGANA
05-11 NOVEMBER, 2021
The Government of Telangana is taking all the
necessary steps to make it the best investment
destination in India and across the world
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TEL ANGANA

Leading India’s Charge
to be a US$ 5 Trillion Economy
Telangana is not only making
it easier for industries to set
up shop in the state, but also
working on upskilling its people
to lead the State’s march into
the future.
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F

ormed on 2nd June 2014, Telangana is India’s
youngest state. It is also one of the fastestgrowing states in the country, having registered
an average annual growth rate of 13.90 per cent over
the last five years. The state’s nominal gross state
domestic product for the year 2020-21 stands at
US$170 billion.
A centre for business and innovation, Telangana is
an economic powerhouse in Southern India. It was

named the 3rd most attractive destination for
Ease of Doing Business in India, according to
the World Bank (2019). The state also has the
highest number of operational SEZs in India.
A leader in the IT and pharmaceutical industries,
Telangana accounts for nearly one-third of
India’s pharmaceutical production and one-fifth
of its exports. It ranks 2nd amongst landlocked
states in Export Preparedness, according to NITI
Aayog’s Export Performance Index Report 2020.
The capital city of Hyderabad is a hub for
innovation and technology. The city was
placed second among the top 20 global cities
in JLL’s City Momentum Index (CMI) 2019. The
high-skilled workforce of Telangana is one of
its most important assets. The state has the
largest percentage of people who spend time on
employment-related activities. Telangana also

has the highest percentage of working women
in India.
Possessing a legacy of rich cultural history,
Hyderabad is replete with architectural and
gastronomic delights. The city has been
designated as a UNESCO Creative City of
Gastronomy in appreciation of its rich culinary
heritage. Mercer’s Quality of Living Survey 2019
rated Hyderabad as the top city in India. “The
City of Pearls” has achieved this feat for the fifth
year in a row.
The broad-based progress in the state is
reflected in the recent ranking issued by NITI
Aayog based on progress made in line with the
Sustainable Development Goals. Telangana has
been ranked 3rd amongst the Indian states. This
is a manifestation of the state government’s
intent and achievements over the past few years
for building a ‘Bangaru’ Telangana.
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IT/ITES

Leading the
Digital Revolution
Telangana’s rise on the global IT stage is now a text book
case study. Today Hyderabad, Telangana’s capital city, is
one of the epicentres of India’s tech scene.
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T

elangana is emerging as one of the leading
states in the IT/ITeS sector. Over 1500 IT/ITeS
companies operating in Telangana employ
about 6,00,000 professionals, besides providing
indirect employment to over 7,00,000 people.
Telangana’s IT/ ITES Exports stood at US$ 20.2 billion
for the financial year 2020-21 - an increase of 12.98
per cent over the previous financial year. The growth
is substantial, considering the onset of the Covid19
pandemic and its adverse impact on the economy.
During the same period, Telangana added 46,489 new
jobs taking the total IT/ ITES employment to 6,28,615,
a year-on-year increase of 7.99 per cent compared to
the FY 2019-20.
Hyderabad, the state’s capital, has been a tech
magnet, attracting investments from some of the
biggest names in the IT/ITES industry. The city
hosts Amazon’s largest corporate building campus
in the world, as well as Micron’s largest global R&D
centre. The Hyderabad Information Technology and
Engineering Consultancy City, abbreviated as HITEC
City is one of the most dynamic cities in India’s

IT sector. Nicknamed Cyberabad, the city has the
presence of technology giants like Amazon, Facebook,
Oracle and Infosys.
The establishment of an Information Technology
Investment Region (ITIR) near Hyderabad has the
capacity to generate 1.5 million direct and 5.3 million
indirect jobs in the IT sector in the next five years.
The Government of Telangana is facilitating a
dedicated policy on IoT, which will provide support
to the private sector including companies, startups
and R&D institutions for the development of the IoT
industry. Telangana’s contribution to the Information
Technology (IT) and Information Technology Enabled
Services (ITES) sector has played a vital role in
putting India on the global IT map.
The Government of Telangana has been undertaking
a rapid expansion of Export Oriented Units (EOU),
Software Technology Parks (STP), and Special
Economic Zones (SEZ) to further this cause and
facilitate more IT and ITeS investments into India.
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LIFE SCIENCES

Saving Lives
and Livelihoods
Telangana is one of Asia’s leading centres for
pharmaceuticals and biotechnology research
and manufacturing.

T

elangana is a pharmaceutical
manufacturing hub in India. The
region of Telangana has been a
pioneer in the manufacturing and export
of bulk drugs since the 1970s. This legacy
finds its expression in the preeminent
position presently enjoyed by the state
in India’s pharma sector. The sector
contributes to around 10 per cent of the
state’s GDP and 60 per cent of the state’s
merchandise exports.
Telangana accounts for 30 per cent of
India’s pharmaceutical production and
one-third of the global vaccine production.
The state also contributes 40 per cent
to India’s total drug production and
commands a 50 per cent share in India’s
bulk drug exports. Consequently, the Life
Sciences sector in the state has attracted
investments worth US$ 1.6 billion and
generated employment for more than
70,000 people between 2017-2020.
20 Life Sciences & MedTech Incubators
operate in Telangana. This is the highest
number of MedTech incubators in India.
Hyderabad is a major site for healthcarerelated industries and is home to a large
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number of renowned hospitals and
pharmaceutical organizations such as
Nizam’s Institute of Medical Sciences,
Dr Reddy’s Laboratories, Shantha
Biotechnics, Yashoda Hospitals, Durgabai
Deshmukh, Continental Hospitals and
Apollo Hospitals.
Telangana’s pharmaceutical industry
has made significant contributions
during the Covid-19 pandemic through
the manufacture of life-saving drugs
such as remdesivir, hydroxychloroquine,
favipiravir etc. One of India’s first RT-PCR
kits approved by ICMR was developed
in Hyderabad. Since then, a number of
companies have developed PCR Kits,
Rapid Test Kits, Reagents and Tech-based
diagnostics solutions, among others.
The first indigenously developed vaccine
is a result of the intense efforts of Bharat
Biotech, a Hyderabad based company.
Other companies like Biological E are
engaged in various efforts to develop
and manufacture Covid-19 vaccines from
Hyderabad.
Genome Valley, the largest R&D cluster in
India, is gaining traction as the “Vaccine
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Capital of the World”. 4 of the 5 leading vaccine
manufacturers have their presence in Genome Valley
and the cluster has earned its place in the world map
for vaccine development.
Pharmaceutical export has a majority share in the
total merchandise export basket from the state. In
FY21, pharmaceutical product exports stood at US$
4.21 billion. Further, the average annual growth of
exports from Telangana (22 per cent) was twice the
national average (11 per cent) and the highest when
compared to the top 5 states.
Vision 2030 of Telangana’s Pharma Sector
encompasses the objective of becoming Asia’s
leading life-sciences hub through innovation-driven
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and tech-enabled growth while doubling the sectoral
value to US$ 100 billion and adding 4,00,000 new jobs.
Telangana is working towards the establishment
of world-class healthcare infrastructure, a glimpse
of which is seen in some of its promising medical
projects:

Hyderabad Pharma City

Telangana State Industrial Infrastructure Corporation
Limited has come up with the ambitious plan of
establishing Hyderabad Pharma City-slated to be the
largest integrated pharma cluster in the world.
The project bears a ticket size of US$ 3.57 billion
and will be spread over an area of over 19000 acres.

A regulatory enclave and an export promotion cell
have been proposed as a part of the Pharma City.
With an investment potential of US$ 9.7 billion, this
environmentally cleared cluster has been estimated to
create over 560,000 jobs.

Genome Valley

Genome Valley is the first and the largest Life
Sciences manufacturing cluster in India. Considered
to be one of the leading R&D and Innovation hotspots
in Asia, Genome Valley houses India’s first National
Resource Facility for Biomedical Research (NARF).
6 of the world’s top 10 R&D companies and 4 of
5 leading manufacturers of vaccines have their
presence in Genome Valley. This cluster is dotted

with over 200 life sciences companies that collectively
employ over 10,000 professionals.

Medical Devices Park

The Medical Devices Park in Sultanpur is the largest
of its kind in India. Spread over an area of 250 acres,
the Park offers world-class facilities for manufacturing,
laboratory testing, prototyping and innovation in
medical devices.
About 25 companies are in the process of establishing
their R&D and manufacturing units in the Park. The
Medical Park hosts Asia’s largest coronary stent
manufacturing facility. Companies in Park are engaged
in the manufacture of orthopaedic implantation,
ultrasound scanners, sterile kits, and prosthetics.
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LOGISTICS

Fitting into
the Global
Supply Chain
Telangana is accelerating efforts to
ensure that its industry is plugged
into the international value chain.

L

ogistics is one of the primary thrust sectors
under the Telangana government’s industrial
policy. Hyderabad has emerged as a major
investment destination connecting several
industrial corridors in the country and is growing
at a rate of 12 per cent in the logistics space.
The award-winning Hyderabad Airport offers a
gateway to several international destinations.
Mangalapally logistics park is a world-class
facility spread over 22 acres and the 1st integrated
logistics park in India developed in PPP mode
ready for commercial operations. The State
Government is also developing a first-of-its-kind
logistics park at Batasingaram in Hyderabad on
40 acres with an investment of US$ 6.9 million
with warehousing, parking, and retail facilities.
The logistics policy of the State government is
designed to enable the creation of 10-12 more
logistic parks in the next two-three years to make
it a Global Logistics hub. Telangana’s ease of
doing business, the proposed Pharma City, and
TS- iPASS would benefit Telangana in scaling up
in the sector and in three years, the State could
see up to five times growth.
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ELECTRONICS &
ELECTRIC VEHICLES

T

Changing Tracks:
Challenging Norms

Telangana is home to key global players such as Apple, Nvidia, HCL, Resolute, Motorola,
Qualcomm, AMD, CDAC, Cypress, etc. It also has a number of homegrown companies like BHEL,
BEL, HBL and ECIL. OPPO and OnePlus have also established design and development centres
creating 1000+ technical jobs.

Telangana is betting big on the EV revolution taking India and the world
by storm. The State is concentrating on piecing together the entire value
chain of EVs - from design to storage, control and assembly lines.
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elangana’s Electronics Manufacturing contributed to US$ 10.2 billion in 2019-20, accounting
for over 13 per cent of the State’s Industrial GVA. The EDSM Policy was launched in the
state to facilitate electronics investments with projected levels of high growth. Two EDSM
clusters at e-City, Raviryala (602 acres) & Maheswaram Park (310 acres) have been developed
and 5 more parks are currently being constructed to enhance the land bank in the state.

The Electric Vehicle and Energy Storage Policy 2020-2030 was launched in a bid to make
Telangana the hub for Electric Vehicles and Energy Storage Systems. Two new industrial clusters
have been designated as the Electric Vehicle Cluster and New Energy Park to promote Electric
Vehicle and Energy Storage Systems manufacturing:
• Chandanvelly, designated as EV Clusters, caters to EV and related component manufacturing.
• Divitipally, designed as ‘New Energy Park’, caters to promote Li-Ion Cell & Battery
Manufacturing, Solar Cell & Module Assembly, and other New & Renewable Energy-related
Manufacturing.
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BLESSED EARTH

Iron-Willed
20 per cent of India’s coal is found in Telangana along
with abundant deposits of other minerals.
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T

elangana is one of the most mineral-rich
states in peninsular India. It is the only state
in entire Southern India with vast deposits of
coal. The state is endowed with medium grade and
low-grade iron in its various regions. Exploration
by various government agencies is underway to
assess iron ore deposits and mineral reserves for
the establishment of steel plants, as envisaged in the
State Reorganisation Act, 2014.
Telangana has a considerable presence of uranium
deposits, with estimated reserves of over 20000
Metric Tons. M/s. Uranium Corporation of India Ltd
(UCIL) has filed an application over an extent of 542
Hectares for mineral concession.

Vast Limestone deposits occur in Nalgonda, Suryapet,
Vikarabad, Peddapalli, Mancherial, Komram Bheem &
Adilabad Districts. 53 mining leases exist within the
state, along with the existence of 21 cement plants. A
large extent of mineral deposits are yet to be tapped
in Government patta & forest areas with immense
scope for newer cement industries.
Manganese ore occurs in the Adilabad district
of Telangana. The mineral was previously being
extracted by M/s. Manganese Ore India Ltd. (MOIL),
a Government of India Undertaking. It is now being
mined by the private sector.
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GLIT TERING FUTURE

Jewelers to
the World

Gems and Jewellery
is one of the 14 thrust
sectors under the
Telangana government’s
industrial policy.
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G

ems and Jewellery is an important focus sector for Telangana. Hyderabad is a world-renowned
centre for precious and semi-precious studded jewellery. Hyderabadi pearls and lacquer bangles
made by local artisans are known all over the world. Value-addition to these traditional products
and diversification into other gems and jewellery items will provide much-needed relief to local artisans
and craftsmen.
Hyderabad Gems SEZ Ltd is a central govt. approved Diamond Processing Zone (SEZ) promoted
by Mumbai based Gitanjali Group. The Zone has 75-100 diamond, jewellery, and jewellery-watch
manufacturing units, besides training centres for manufacturing jewellery and cutting and polishing of
diamonds. It is the destination for manufacturers, businessmen and entrepreneurs in the field of gems &
jewellery for both gold & diamonds. The facility houses cutting and polishing units, testing laboratories,
certification centres, banks, merchandising centres and other services relevant to the trade. In addition,
the group has ensured the availability of requisite talents by providing training opportunities with an
institute planned at the location.
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TEXTILES

Weaving
a New
Success
Story
The Government of Telangana
has a large vision for the state
and the Textiles & Apparel
sector. It has identified
Textiles as the thrust sector
for growth and job creation.

T

elangana is well known for historically
being a centre for textile production. The
state is one of the most suited regions
for textiles due to its geographic location and
accessibility to the required resources.
The thriving textile sector is supported by
Telangana’s robust spinning industry, with an
aggregate capacity of about 1 million spindles.
The natives of the state form a significant part
of the workforce in other textile clusters in
Western India, thus, there exists an inherent
historical association with the industry amongst
Telangana’s local populace.
Telangana is the 3rd largest cotton-producing
state in India, with an annual production of
about 5 million bales. The state is known for
its production of long-staple cotton, with an
annual production of about 6 million bales.
Telangana has about 49,000 power looms and
17,000 handlooms and produces world-famous
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artistic weaves such as Pochampally Ikat, Gadwal
Sarees and Warangal Durries(carpets). Pochampally
Ikat is India’s first Handloom and handicraft product
to obtain Intellectual Property Rights Protection under
the Geographical Indications (GI) Act.
The state government has envisioned the
development of the textile sector by establishing a
number of textile parks, some of which include:

Kakatiya Mega Textile Park, Warangal

This prestigious project, the first of its kind in the
country, is based on the development strategy of
‘’Farm to Fibre, ‘Fibre to Fashion’ and ‘’ Fashion to
Foreign”. The Textile park is being developed over
an area of over 1200 acres at Warangal, which is
the nerve centre of the textile industry in the state.
Located about 165 kms from Hyderabad, the region

has abundant availability of raw materials and a
skilled workforce.

Sircilla Apparel Park, Sircilla

Spread over 60 acres, the Sircilla Apparel Park
will invite established domestic and international
garment manufacturers to set up stitching units.
The state government has set up training centres in
Sircilla in which more than 1000 women have been
skilled in sewing machine operations. The town has
several fabric making units, dyeing units and microenterprises engaged in stitching.

The Textile Park, Pashamylaram,
Medak District

The Textile Park in Indrakaran Village, Pashamylaram,
is located 51 kms from Hyderabad. The park has 88
plots to promote manufacturing activity in clothing

accessories and textiles. A Common Effluent
Treatment Plant (CETP) is also proposed to be set up
to ensure that economy and ecology are given equal
consideration while operating the Textile Park.
Telangana has piqued the interest of domestic
and international companies as a viable location
for setting up manufacturing units for textiles. The
Korean textile giant Youngone Corporation decided
to set up manufacturing units and start operations
at the Kakatiya Mega Textile Park (KMTP) in April
2021. This was followed by the decision of Keralabased Kitex Group, the world’s second-largest
manufacturer of kids’ apparel, to invest US$ 138.8
million for establishing manufacturing units at KMTP.
Investments in Telangana for setting up manufacturing
units are expected to serve as a major impetus for the
development of the textile sector.
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SHINING BRIGHT
Telangana has a vast solar
potential estimated at
20.41 GW and a wind
energy potential of 4.2 GW.

power capacity while occupying only 3.5
per cent of its land area.
Telangana has a total installed power
capacity of 17,224.85 MW. Of this, 8493.6
MW is contributed by state utilities,
6,555.05 MW by private utilities and 2,176.15
MW by central utilities. At present, the
total renewable energy installed in the
state is 4,400 MW, of which 3,900 MW is
solar power, while the remaining energy
is tapped through sources such as wind
energy, biomass energy, biogas and minihydel projects.
According to the India Residential Energy
Survey 2020, conducted by the Council of
Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW),
Telangana is one of the eight states in the
country to have achieved 100 per cent
electrification in households.
Telangana is also looking forward to
directing its renewable power capabilities
in the transport sector. The Telangana
State Government has rolled out a 10year Electric Vehicle (EV) Policy to make
the state a hub for electric vehicles and
energy storage systems. The state has the
vision to create employment for 120,000
people while attracting US$ 4 billion in
investments.

Green & Clean
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T

elangana has made significant
progress in developing its clean energy
credentials. The state government’s
energy conservation initiatives and renewable
energy programmes on tapping green power
have yielded great results. The installed
capacity of solar power has increased by
30 times in the past six years. Telangana
accounts for 10.5 per cent of India’s solar

Following the separation from Andhra
Pradesh, the Telangana State Renewable
Energy Development Corporation Ltd.,
(TSREDCO) has been created to act as
the Nodal Agency for implementing all
New and Renewable Energy Programmes.
TSREDCO has also been nominated as
the State Designated Agency (SDA) for
implementing all Energy Conservation
activities and ensuring Energy Security in
the state.
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FOOD PROCESSING

Packaging Goodness

Telangana is home to leading
agri-research institutions
such as ICRISAT, and 10+
training institutions for
food technology. It is also a
leading producer of several
crops in the country.

T

he economy of Telangana is mainly driven by
agriculture. Rice is the major food crop in the
state. Other important crops are cotton, sugar
cane, mango, and tobacco. Crops used for vegetable
oil production such as sunflower and peanuts have
steadily gained favour.
The state is one of the leading producers and
exporters of horticulture crops, including lemons,
oranges, and turmeric, among others. Pisciculture is
also an important sustainable sector in Telangana,
with the state having the third largest pool of inland
fisheries resources in the country.
Telangana is blessed with a rich agri-food raw
material base. Based on production data for 201415, Telangana ranked first across the country for the
production of turmeric and sweet orange. Moreover,
there is huge potential to promote inland fisheries,
organized meat processing, greenhouse and exotic
vegetable cultivation in the state.
Food processing had been identified as one of the
14 thrust sectors for the state in the industrial policy
framework of 2014. Currently, the Food Processing
Industry in Telangana processes ~25 per cent agri &
allied output by value. There are 4 major food park
projects worth~ US$ 68.33 million, 7 integrated cold
chain projects worth ~ US$ 28.88 million and 20
NMFP projects worth ~ US$ 15 million in the state.
In this context, the Telangana Food Processing
and Preservation Policy (T-FAPP) is a significant
step in ameliorating the state of the agro and food
processing sector. T-FAPP is designed to create
10,000 acres of food processing zones in 9 districts
of the state.
Some of the objectives of T-FAPP include:
• Creating capacities in the state to process
the additional production expected across
agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, dairy,
and fisheries sectors, aided by the significant
increase in the irrigation potential of the state.
• Providing infrastructure, financial incentives
and facilitation to producers and producer
collectives/FPOs/SHGs to undertake forward
integration into the value chain through the
establishment of food processing enterprises.
• Promoting the creation of food processing
enterprises across the state that enable large
scale local demand creation for the state’s
produce and enable export of processed
products to other states and/or countries.
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CONSUMER
MARKETS

Retailing
Telangana is one of the
leading states in Retail
Business in India.

CHEMICALS & PL ASTICS

Catalyzing Growth
Telangana has a strong presence of plastics industry with
6,000 units operating within the State, of which about
90 per cent are MSMEs.

T

elangana is one of the leading states in India to manufacture moulds and tooling
for FMCG products. It has a mature plastics and petrochemicals industry with
about 6,000 units operating within the state, of which about 90 per cent are
MSMEs. The organized plastics sector employs more than 1,00,000 people.
These industries contribute to a turnover of over US$ 833.3 million. The sector
commands a production capacity of 9,00,000 metric tonnes. Of these 6,000 units,
28 per cent are micro, 55 per cent are small, 15 per cent are medium while the
remaining 2 per cent are large scale companies.
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T

elangana is one of the leading
states in the retail business,
comprising a variety of
enterprises engaged in retailing goods
and services. These enterprises fall
into various segments, which include
food and grocery, apparel, footwear,
consumer durables, home appliances
and equipment, restaurants, cinema
halls, multiplexes, home furnishing
and furniture, jewellery, books, music,
watches, pharmaceuticals, beauty
and healthcare. These companies use
multiple channels of sale including
brick and mortar, direct selling,
e-commerce and others.
The state, since its formation, has laid
special emphasis on various growth
engines and it rightfully acknowledges
Retail as one of those. Telangana has
attracted several top players in the
retail sector, some of which include the
likes of IKEA, Walmart and Flipkart.
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AEROSPACE & DEFENCE

Ready for
a Battle
Telangana has a strong private sector industry
with over 25 large companies and over 1,000
MSMEs in aerospace and defence sector.
The aerospace and defense ecosystem in
Telangana has witnessed unprecedented
growth in the past five years.

I

nspired by the vision of achieving self-reliance in
defence production, India plans to spend US$ 130
billion on military modernization within the next 5
years. To this end, the Government has opened up
the Defence industry for private sector participation,
paving the way for foreign original equipment
manufacturers to enter into strategic partnerships
with Indian companies. The annual turnover by the
private sector in the Defence and Aerospace sector in
2018-19 is US$ 2.4 billion.
Telangana is one of the largest manufacturers in the
aerospace and defence sector in India. The recipient
of the Best State Award in Aviation and Aerospace
Sector, Telangana has 25 large companies and over
1000 MSME in the A&D Ecosystem.
The state boasts a rich innovation quotient and the
presence of research-based industries. Hyderabad
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has historically been home to a large number of
aerospace and defence research laboratories like
DRDO, DRDL, RCI, BDL, MDN, DMRL etc. as well
as a mature defence manufacturing ecosystem
with over a dozen of DRDO labs and Defence PSU
establishments.

living centres, superior infrastructure at low cost,
availability of skilled manpower, a rich cache of
training institutions and strong defence clusters with
established A&D supply are some of the key value
propositions of Telangana’s Aerospace & Defence
industry.

Telangana has a strong private sector industry with
over 25 large companies and over 1,000 MSMEs in
aerospace and defence. The state has been able to
attract large investments from US OEMs such as
Lockheed Martin, Boeing, GE Aviation, Pratt and
Whitney, Honeywell and Collins Aerospace in a short
span of time since the formation of the state. 100 per
cent FDI is allowed in the Defence industry, of which
49 per cent is allowed under the automatic route and
the rest through the government route.

Telangana has 4 dedicated Aerospace parks, 2
hardware parks and 50 general engineering parks that
are equipped with high-quality infrastructure for the
precision engineering industry. Some of these include
the Adibatla Aerospace SEZ, Nadergul Aerospace
park, GMR Aerospace SEZ, and Adani Aerospace
Park, among others.

Multiple aerospace parks within/near urban

Telangana strongly believes in untethering the
spirit of innovation and enterprise in all the sectors
of its economy, including defence. To this end, the
Government of Telangana has established several

institutions to support innovation and start-up
ecosystems catering to major sectors of the economy.
Telangana’s T-Hub is India’s largest technology
incubator in India.
A state government initiative, T-Hub has partnered
with leading US OEMs such as Boeing, Pratt and
Whitney, and Collins Aerospace to promote and
accelerate startups in the Aerospace and Defence
domain. Boeing’s Horizon X and Boeing Build are
some of the important programmes hosted by T-Hub
The Government of Telangana is also coming
up with T-Works which will be India’s largest
prototyping centre for electronics, electromechanical
and mechanical start-ups. With cutting edge
infrastructure, and spread over 250,000 sq ft,
T-Works can facilitate a large number of home-grown
Aerospace and Defence hardware startups.
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R A JA ST HAN
12-18 NOVEMBER 2021
Explore the plethora of investment
opportunities in India’s largest and
most industrially-advanced state
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RA JASTHAN

A Fortress
of Fortune
Rajasthan is a mineral-rich state and
has a diversified economy having
agriculture, mining and tourism as
its main engines of growth.

R

ajasthan, The Land of Kings, is a land of grit,
determination and resilience. The grandeur of Rajasthan
lies not in the outward appearance of its formidable
forts towering above the surface of the desert sand but in
the foundations that remain buried underneath; it lies in
the subterranean realm of the non-visible, the intangible;
Rajasthan’s grandeur lies in its resilience and its expression
of humanity’s indomitable spirit that strives to sustain itself
and create order out of chaos.
Historically, the story of Rajasthan stretches back to the dawn
of human civilization. Stone Age tools dating from 5,000 to
200,000 years have been found in the Bundi and Bhilwara
districts of the state.
Geographically, Rajasthan is the largest state in India,
occupying over 60 per cent of the Thar Desert. The vast
stretches of the seemingly interminable desert sand have
witnessed humanity’s Promethean attempts to assert its
identity in the face of overwhelming odds.
Areas of what is now Rajasthan were a part of the Indus
Valley Civilization (3300 BCE - 1300 BCE). Kalibangan, in
Hanumangarh district, had been a major site of the Indus
Valley Civilization. It has witnessed humanity’s embryonic
efforts to sustain itself, being home to the world’s oldest
ploughed agricultural field. Rajasthan, the region where
humankind learnt to harness the power of the sun, well over a
millennia ago, is today home to the world’s largest solar farm.
Having witnessed humanity’s earliest steps towards sustaining
itself, Rajasthan is presently witnessing its assertive march
towards creating a sustainable future for all. Rajasthan retains
its resolve to assert humanity’s enduring legacy in the shifting
sands of time.
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ENERGY

Harnessing
the Sun
Rajasthan is home to most
of the conventional and
non-conventional sources
of energy generation. The
Rajasthan government is
looking forward to make
the state a leader in the
renewable energy sector,
with a target of 30,000 MW
of solar power and 7,500 MW
of wind and hybrid energy
generation for the state by
2024-25.

W

hen it comes to harnessing
solar power, Rajasthan
doesn’t merely bask in the
sun; it basks in solar superlatives.
The largest state in India ranks first in
terms of installed solar capacity. It is
also home to the largest solar park in
the world.

Rajasthan, with its vast stretches of
land and approximately 325 sunny
days per year lies at the heart of India’s
solar goals. It has a solar potential of
142 GW, which is the highest among
Indian states. The state captures
solar radiation of 6-7 kWh/m2/day for
325 days per year. These conducive
factors have allowed Rajasthan to host
more than 25 per cent of India’s solar
capacity.
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Rajasthan has topped in installed
capacity of solar energy in India with
7737.95 MW, as per a report released
by the Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE). The state has added a
solar installed capacity of 2348.47 MW in
2021 within eight months.
The state has put a robust policy in
place to harness its solar potential. In
this context, the Rajasthan Solar Energy
Policy 2014 targets to develop 25000
MW of solar energy capacity. The policy
provides for fast track approval of solar
projects of capacity 500 MW and above.
It also provides for the appointment of a
facilitator for projects with capacity more
than 20 MW.
The state government has amended
its land laws and has scrapped the
requirement of converting agricultural
land to non-agricultural land for setting
up solar power projects. This will enable
farmers to sublet their land holdings for
setting up such projects. Consequently,
MoUs worth more than US$ 2.63 billion
have been signed in the solar energy
sector.
A pioneer in the concept of Ultra Mega
Power Park, Rajasthan is home to
Bhadla Solar Park, the largest solar park
installation in the world with a capacity
of 2.245 GW.
According to International Energy
Agency’s World Energy Outlook
2020, the best solar power projects
are the ones offering the “cheapest
electricity in history”. This “extraordinary
cost-competitiveness” has been
demonstrated by Rajasthan, whose
unbeatable tariff of $0.034/k Wh at
Bhadla made a record for being the
lowest power tariff rate in the world.
Rajasthan also houses a 152.5 MW
concentrated solar power (CSP)
installation, which is the largest of its
kind in Asia.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY

Relying on
Renewables
Rajasthan is one of the largest contributors to
India’s renewable capacity expansion program

R
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ajasthan has a total installed
power capacity of 21,835.90
MW. While most of Rajasthan’s
power is generated from thermal and
hydel sources, the state is actively
transforming itself into a renewable energy
powerhouse, especially in the solar sector.
However, Rajasthan’s renewable power
capacity isn’t confined to solar. The state
also commands considerable clout when
it comes to wind and biomass power. 38
per cent of installed power generation
capacity in Rajasthan is through
renewable means, with a demonstrated
growth of 173 per cent in 2010-15.

renewable energy projects in the State.
Additionally, the Rajasthan Investment
Promotion Scheme (RIPS) scheme to
promote investment in the state has driven
the growth of the overall investment in the
renewable energy sector in the state.

Rajasthan is one of the largest
contributors to India’s renewable capacity
expansion program. Rajasthan Renewable
Energy Corporation (RREC) was set up in
the year 2003 to act as the state’s nodal
agency for single-window clearance of the

In addition to wind power, Rajasthan also
has about 97 MW installed capacity of
biomass energy. In addition, about 4595
MW of biomass power potential has been
estimated to exist in the state.

Rajasthan ranks 4th among Indian states
in terms of total installed wind-power
capacity. The existing installed wind power
capacity is 3552 MW. It has the potential
to further develop 18770 MW of its wind
capacity. Jaisalmer Wind Park in Rajasthan
is the largest operational onshore wind
farm in India.
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R

ajasthan is one of the largest reservoirs
of minerals in India. It is the largest
producer of non-metallic minerals
in the country and the second-largest
mineral producing state by value. Mining
and minerals are also a major source of
employment in the state, providing jobs to
over 3 million workers.
Around 81 varieties of minerals are available
in the state, with 57 being produced on a
commercial scale. Rajasthan has the highest
number of mine leases in the country – 1,324
leases for major minerals, 10,851 for minor
minerals and 19,251 quarry licenses for
mining stones.
Rajasthan is the largest producer of nonmetallic minerals in India. It is India’s
largest producer of marble, limestone, and
sandstone and has the largest reserves of
granite, potash, feldspar and crude oil. It is
also the sole producer of zinc and lead in the
country.
The state has the presence of three actively
mined fuel minerals i.e. lignite, natural gas
and petroleum (crude oil). 28 billion cubic
metres of natural gas and 480 million tonnes
of crude oil are estimated to exist within
Rajasthan.

MINERALS

A Mine
of Opportunities
Abundant reserves of mineral wealth in
Rajasthan harnessed in a scientific and
environmental-friendly manner can boost
the economy of the country.
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TOURISM

Padharo
Mharo Desh
Rajasthan contributes about 11.2 per cent
and 3.3 per cent share in India’s foreign
and domestic tourist arrivals respectively.

A

tourism heavyweight of India, Rajasthan,
with its magnificent forts and numerous
colour-coded cities, has something to offer
to everyone – a mark of its legendary warmth and
hospitality.
Blessed with monumental forts, palatial hotels, golden
sand dunes and sublime desertscape, Rajasthan’s rich
history and syncretic culture are mirrored in its myriad
folklore, its architectural wonders and its welcoming
way of life. The state is steeped in rich artistic and
cultural traditions. Dance forms like the Ghoomar
dance from Udaipur and the Kalbeliya dance of
Jaisalmer coupled with the vibrant folk music of the
region enthuse the cultural life of Rajasthan.
Rajasthan’s architecture captures the confluence
of cultures, ideas, traditions and techniques. This is
visible in the numerous forts and palaces dotting the
state. Famed for some of the finest hotel properties in
India, Rajasthan has the highest number of heritage
hotels in the country.
It is no wonder that Rajasthan has consistently been
labelled as one of the Preferred Tourist Destinations
in India. Tourism’s contribution to the State’s GDP is
13.4 per cent, much higher than the world average
of 9 per cent. The sector has witnessed a further
220 investment MoUs signed worth more than
US$ 1.38 billion.
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A royal eventful past and a colorful present
combine gloriously to make Rajasthan a land
for all seasons. The year round, a wealth of
monuments stand in stately splendor-a reminder
of times when chivalry, honour and statesmanship
guided the destinies of the valorous people
of Rajasthan: Striking Havelis (old sprawling
mansions) with beautiful lattice work executed by
skilled craftsmen, frescoes and wall paintings that
have stood the test of time continue to enthrall
visitors-no matter what the season. Amidst green
rolling hills, jungles, lakes, majestic tigers, graceful
peacocks, exquisite migratory birds and a host of
other wild animals roam freely in sanctuaries that
are among the best in India. Rajasthani belles in
colourful swirling skirts and proud moustache men
with equally colorful turbans enliven the landscape
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of Rajasthan as they go about their daily tasks. In
the cities and towns, an amazing array of age-old
crafts, brilliant gem stones, traditional paintings,
colorful textiles, cuisine perfected by royal chefs
and much more beckon the visitor throughout the
seasons.
Against this fascinating backdrop, each month
in Rajasthan vibrates and pulsates with special
events. During winter, the great expanse of the
desert sands of Rajasthan throbs with life, sound
and color as people gather in large numbers for
the Fair at Pushkar. The ringing of temple bells
and lighted diyas afloat on the lake soon give way
to trading, fun and laughter as camel races and
several other unique camel events are organized.
The Camel Festival at Bikaner, Cattle Fair at

Nagaur and the Desert Festival at Jaisalmer
leave their own special imprints of excitement,
music and revelry on the sand.
In spring and summer, the action shifts to Jaipur,
with its marvellous monuments, shops that are a
shoppers’ paradise and its unique and Gangaur
Festival. At Udaipur, the City of Lakes which
promises adventure amidst a beautiful setting,
the Mewar and Gangaur Festivals unfold in a
colourful celebration of its proud past. And at
Mount Abu, the Summer Festival draws people
from all walks of life. Great pilgrim centres
of architectural note, both Mount Abu and
Ranakpur are visited by millions of pilgrims and
travellers throughout the year.

The arrival of the life-giving monsoon is
heralded all over Rajasthan in a riot of colour
as the festival of teej is celebrated in a flurry
of enthusiasm and spontaneity. Across the
length and breadth of Rajasthan, cities, towns
and villages reverberate with the joy of Teej.
The monsoon end autumn months symbolize
the beginning of an annual cycle of fairs
and festivals, big and small. The state-wide
celebrations of Teej and Dussehra are followed
by the Marwar Festival at Jodhpur. And then
the wheel of time turns full circle. It’s time once
again for the fair at Pushkar, and one by one, the
seasons begin presenting afresh a feast for the
senses in Rajasthan-The Land for all Seasons.
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ENGINEERING

Accelerating Growth
Areas facing the National Capital Region (NCR) such as
Bhiwadi are now popular with automobile and manufacturing
companies. Many of the small scale suppliers and vendors
spread across NCR have opted to shift to Rajasthan.

T

he automotive industry of Rajasthan is
advancing at full throttle. The state has
emerged as one of India’s most conducive
regions for the establishment of automotive
manufacturing units. The majority of the
automobile sector in Rajasthan is based in
three major clusters - Bhiwadi, Neemrana and
Patherdi in Alwar district.
Rajasthan enjoys a good strategic location when
it comes to the development of automobile
industries. Its position within the National
Capital Region and between the Western and
Northern regions of the country allows it to
become a part of the region that accounts for
over 57 per cent of the country’s automotive
sales. Rajasthan’s Alwar district contributes
significantly towards the overall automobile
production of this region. The district has a
higher density of automotive supplier companies

compared to other upcoming automotive
production centres in India.
The State has attracted investments of
over US$ 2.5 billion in two-wheeler, car,
truck, bus-body building and off-road
vehicle manufacturing from companies
such as Honda, JCB, Ashok Leyland and
Hero MotoCorp, among others. A study by
Assocham has placed Rajasthan and Tamil
Nadu as India’s leading states in terms of
growth potential for the automobile industry
for adding new and first-time customers. Car
registration in Jaipur rose by 35 per cent in
December this year compared to the same
month in 2019. Sales of new passenger
vehicles in December surged to 16,657 units
from 12,350 units in the same month the
previous year.
Rajasthan has the third-largest network of
national highways in the country, with a
total road length of approximately 264,244
km. This vast network of national highways
provides easy connectivity to major cities
and ports of Gujarat and Maharashtra.
Additionally, the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (DMIC) passing through the state
provides excellent logistics & transportation
infrastructure. Out of forty-four identified
Bharatmala economic corridors, eight
pass through Rajasthan. This provides
connectivity to economically important
production and consumption centres, which
reduces logistics costs by 25 per cent. All
of the aforementioned factors amplify the
strategic locational advantage of Rajasthan
insofar as its automobile industry is
concerned.
Consecutive governments in Rajasthan
have traditionally been highly supportive
of private sector investment, having set
up hassle-free and simplified procedures
through the Single Window System. Added
to this, attractive incentives and a history
of good industrial relations have endowed
the state with unmatched credibility in the
automotive sector.
Strategic market access, uninterrupted
power supply, a developed ecosystem for
the automotive industry, and ready
availability of land and labour go into
the making of Rajasthan as the vehicular
juggernaut that it has come to be.
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the state to have received the GI tag.
The booming automotive sector of Rajasthan
has created new demand for technical
textiles. This is met by an increasing number
of manufacturing units for technical textiles
that have mushroomed across the state.
The Rajasthan government has created
several incentives to accelerate the growth
of textile industries in the state.
Rajasthan Investment Promotion Scheme
(RIPS) is an important scheme launched
by the state government to promote the
development of various sectors.
Enterprises making a minimum investment
of US$ 34,722 in the textile sector will be

granted the following benefits under RIPS:
• 5 per cent interest subsidy
• Additional 1 per cent interest subsidy for
enterprises making an investment of more
than US$ 3.4 million
• 7 per cent interest subsidy for Technical
Textile sector
The above mentioned support is over and
above the support for the sector than what
prevails in the country.
The existing industrial base, availability of
trained manpower and a robust industrial
policy make Rajasthan’s textiles sector a fertile
ground for sowing investments and harvesting
returns.

TE X TILES

Woven with Warmth
Over last few decades, Rajasthan has emerged as a
promising textile hub. Abundance of raw material, rich
textile heritage and trained manpower have promoted
growth of the textile industry in the State.

R

ajasthan, with its abundance of raw
materials and a legacy of rich tradition
in textile production, has cemented its
position as a hub for the textiles sector. The
state is one of the largest producers of textiles in
India. The textile sector is the largest employer
and the largest contributor to Rajasthan’s
exports.
Rajasthan is the largest producer of blended
fabric, synthetic suiting and wool in India.
Likewise, Rajasthan tops the list in the synthetic
production of cotton yarn, with a CAGR of
10.4 per cent during 2010-14 compared to the
national production rate of 4.4 per cent during
the same period. The installed capacity of
spindles in Rajasthan stands at 1,81,419 units,
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growing rapidly with increasing investments.
The total yarn export for 2014-15 to stood at
US$ 407 million. Furthermore, its top position as
the largest producer of PV suiting fabric makes
it the most suitable destination for setting up
men’s formal wear manufacturing units.
Pali, Baloytra and Jodhpur have emerged as the
prominent centres in India for the processing
of low-weight, low-cost fabric in India, while
Jaipur has emerged as the export hub for fashion
garments.
Rajasthan’s textile handicrafts and hand-printed
fabrics are famous all over the world. Saganeri
hand Block Printing, Kota Doria and Bagru Hand
Block Print are some of the key handicrafts from
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EDSM

The Chips of Change
The huge & growing automotive
industry based in and around the State
is expected to be a major growth driver
for the ESDM sector in Rajasthan.

I

ndia is one of the fastest-growing markets
for electronics. The demand in electronics is
projected to reach US$ 400 Billion by 2020.
The Government of India (GoI) has launched
a slew of schemes and initiatives with the
vision to make India a globally competitive
destination for Electronics System Design
and Manufacturing (ESDM) for both domestic
and international markets. These include
The National Policy on Electronics, Electronic
Manufacturing Clusters (EMCs) Scheme,
Electronics Development Fund (EDF) and the
Modified Special Incentive Package Scheme
(M-SIPS).
The Electronic System Design and
Manufacturing (ESDM) industry in India has
been growing at a phenomenal speed, fuelled
by increasing demand, a large talent pool and
sound government initiatives. Rajasthan is wellpositioned to offer the players in this sector
unparalleled advantages to establish, grow and
benefit. Rajasthan is also emerging as the most
favoured destination for auto, solar, power and
ceramic & glass sectors. The input requirement
of numerous companies in these industries will
provide a ready market of ESDM players that
choose to establish their manufacturing units in
the state.
Rajasthan is keen to develop the ESDM sector
and attract investments in developing mobile
phones, LED TVs, solar panels, computer
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devices, ATMs and other electronic devices.
The huge and growing automotive industry
based in and around the state is expected to
be a major growth driver for the ESDM sector
in Rajasthan. Currently, 25 per cent of the
auto components are electronics-based. This
number is expected to go up substantially in
the coming years.
The Government of Rajasthan has taken various
initiatives to create an ideal ESDM ecosystem
in the state. Some of these include:
•

•

•

•

•

Electronic Manufacturing Clusters (EMCs)
Scheme, Electronics Development Fund
(EDF) launched for the development of the
ESDM sector.
125 acres of land at Kaladwas Extension,
Udaipur has been reserved for developing
a dedicated zone for IT/ITES & Electronics
industries.
The establishment of an EMC is being
planned at Karoli, with a land area of 120
acres.
A Special Economic Zone (SEZ) for IT
including ESDM has been established by
Mahindra World City at Jaipur.
The government of India has notified
Jaipur-Bhiwadi-Neemrana-Udaipur
Ajmer-Kota as a Brownfield Electronic
Manufacturing Cluster (EMC) for ESDM
activities.

India@Expo 2020 Dubai | 109

IT/ITES

Biting in
the Bits
The State Government of
Rajasthan has taken all the
required initiatives to promote
and develop its IT/ITeS sector by
creating infrastructure in terms
of IT Parks, communication
infrastructure, earth stations &
optical fibre based networks,
availability of skilled and trained
manpower through institutional
set-ups and customised packages
of incentives to this sector.

R

ajasthan is a front runner in building a startup
and entrepreneurship-led economy. The state
commanded a GSDP of US$ 75 billion in
2015-16 at constant prices. Jaipur, its capital, has
been ranked second among emerging investment
destinations in India.
In this context, Rajasthan is emerging as one of the
best locations in India to invest in the IT/ITeS sector,
with software exports having grown at a CAGR of 35
per cent between FY10-15.
Jaipur, the state’s capital, has emerged as a preferred
investment destination among new investors in
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telecom and IT-enabled services. A glimpse of this
IT boom in Jaipur may be seen in the establishment
of one of the largest IT/ITES campuses in India.
Mahindra World City, Jaipur has established one
of the largest SEZs with an area of over 460 acres
that hosts several leading IT/ITeS firms such as
Infosys, Genpact, Deutsche Bank, etc. In addition to
Jaipur, other major cities in Rajasthan like Jodhpur,
Udaipur and Kota are also being developed as
speed data communication centres by a number of
telecommunication suppliers.
The availability of a high-quality skilled workforce is

one of the fundamental drivers of the growth of the IT/
ITeS sector in Rajasthan. Rajasthan has the secondhighest number of overall ITI seats and the highest
number of private ITI seats in the country.
The state has been ranked 5th in terms of the total
number of colleges and universities in India and
houses an IIM, an IIT, BITS Pilani, NIT and an IIIT.
Additionally, 126 engineering colleges with a capacity
of 58,633 and 77 MBA colleges with a capacity of
6,105 students have been operating in the state.
The State Government has launched many initiatives
to promote and develop the IT/ITeS sector by
way of creating infrastructure in terms of IT Parks,

communication infrastructure, earth stations & optical
fibre-based networks, availability of skilled and
trained manpower through institutional set-ups and
customised packages of incentives to this sector.
An investor-friendly IT & ITES Policy and the
Rajasthan Incentive Scheme for BPO/KPO Centres
have significantly increased the bandwidth of the
state’s IT/ITES sector.
IT products and services represent an excellent
opportunity to invest in Rajasthan. Its IT exports are
growing with great rapidity, showing a compound
annual growth rate of 25 per cent over the past five
years to reach a level of US$ 65.27 million.
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RA JASTHAN

State Highlights
Third Largest Road network in the country

7.5 GW

of wind and hybrid energy capacity
will be added in the state by 2024-25

(269028 Kms)

Largest State of India in terms of area

(342239 Sq. Kms.)
GSDP of over

US$ 127 billion at current prices in 2020-21
Second largest rail route in India

(5937 Kms)

Third largest network of national highways in India

(10350.12 Kms)

Highest potential for solar energy in India

(142 GW)
7 Airports with direct connectivity to Dubai,

Muscat, Singapore & major Indian Cities
Easy access catering to

40% of the country’s market by population
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RA JASTHAN

India’s Largest State is also
Rich with Opportunities
The Government of Rajasthan is focused on sustainable industrial
development and is willing to extend all the possible efforts
required for the mutual benefit of State as well as Industry.

The State Industries and Commerce Department is
working to bring along various stakeholders for the
acquisition of Global Identification for the local arts.
Campaigns such as Mission Niryatak Bano (Become
an Exporter), have been helpful in inspiring thousands
of industrialists towards exports.

Rajasthan has been the highest contributor of
Chartered Accounts to the nation and a service
delivery hub for multinational IT companies. In view
of integrated development of IT & Finance, a Fintech
Park is proposed to be set up in Jaipur which shall
offer large workspaces for both of these sectors.

Rajasthan is upgrading to the goal of Industry 4.0 to
support technology acquisition, skill development,
and Research and Development by industries.

Sports and Toys Zone, Electric Vehicle Zone and other
sector specific industrial areas are creating conducive
growth environment for new industries. The Japanese
Investment zone in Rajasthan is the first and most
successful country specific investment zone of India.

The Rajasthan Industrial Policy 2019, Rajasthan
Investment Promotion Scheme 2019, The Solar
Power Policy 2019, The Wind and Hybrid Energy
Policy, Rajasthan Agro-processing, Agri-business,
and Agri-export Promotion Policy, 2019, Rajasthan
Tourism Policy 2020 and other schemes are creating a
conducive environment for industrial growth.
In the tradition of transforming challenges into
opportunities, the State is harnessing its abundant
sunshine and vast arid land reserves to emerge as the
Renewable Energy hub of India. It is leading in terms
of solar energy generation capacity and is looking for
a multi-fold increase in the renewable energy sector.

A Petroleum, Chemicals and Petrochemical
Investment Region (PCPIR) is also being planned
along the upcoming HPCL-Rajasthan Refinery and
Petrochemical Complex in Barmer which will attract
huge amount of investments and opportunities for
investors across the globe.
The Government of Rajasthan is focused on
sustainable industrial development and is willing to
extend all the possible efforts required for the mutual
benefit of the State as well as Industry.

R

ajasthan has been a home to determined people who transformed the
adverse desert and arid climate to blossom colorful culture and rich heritage.
The State has triumphed and prospered over the challenges of climate and
time and is fast emerging as a land of sustainable development and collective
progress.
Largest in terms of area in India, the State has progressively expanded its
network of road, electricity, telecommunications, and administrative services for
connecting people living in the remotest of areas. This has also contributed towards
fostering industrial growth in these areas. The Rajasthan Industrial Development
and Investment Corporation (RIICO) is the state government’s nodal agency for
advancing towards the establishment of industrial areas at all administrative blocks.
Rajasthan also holds a strategic advantage of location along with its size. Nearly
25 per cent of the National Capital Region (NCR) lies in the State and grants the
industries an easy access to 40 per cent of the country’s market. Also, nearly 60 per
cent of the Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor Influence area and 38 per cent of the
Dedicated Freight Corridor passes through the State.
Rajasthan is a leading State in terms of Ease of Doing Business and also the first
State to extend new MSMEs an initial three-year freedom from clearances and
certificates required under any State laws. Establishment of the One Stop Shop has
brought together 14 concerned departments on a single platform to provision time
bound advancement on new investment proposals.
The Bureau of Investment Promotion (BIP) is constituted by the Rajasthan
Government which acts as a nodal agency to facilitate investments. Persistent
efforts of the BIP have helped the State in ground realization of Investment
proposals.
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HELPING
INVESTORS

the Government has provisioned a budget of US$
138.8 million.

Marwar Industrial Cluster

Rajasthan’s Jodhpur-Kankani-Rohat-Pali-Marwad
zone has been announced as the ‘Marwar
Industrial Cluster’. It will be developed as a
prominent industrial zone as it is also covered
under Dedicated Freight Corridor of Delhi Mumbai
Industrial Corridor (DMIC). Approx. US$ 104
million have been proposed to be spent for the
development of the ‘Marwar Industrial Cluster.

Marque
Projects
of RIICO

MEDtech Medical Devices Park

RIICO is developing a Medtech Medical Devices
Park at Jodhpur with a proposed area of
approximately 230 Acres. The park shall have a
dedicated Common Facilitation Centre (CFC)
equipped with a high quality laboratory and
research and development facility. RIICO shall also
be developing plug and play facilities for expediting
the investments and supporting the industry
with ready-built infrastructure. The park is well
connected to all modes of transport which will be
an added advantage for its occupants.

RIICO has played a catalytic
role in the industrial
development of Rajasthan.

Petroleum, Chemicals and Petrochemicals
Investment Region (PCPIR)

HPCL Rajasthan Refinery Limited (HRRL), a subsidiary
of HPCL is developing one of the largest refineries of
the country in Barmer, Rajasthan. RIICO is developing
the PCPIR near the refinery to catalyze investments.
Given below are some of the features of the PCPIR:
• Capacity of Refinery - 9 Million Metric Tons Per
Annum
• Investment generation potential - US$ 2.08 billion

FinTech Park

RIICO is pitching Jaipur as destination par-excellence
for corporates and start-ups of the financial and
Information Technology world by developing a worldclass FinTech Park spread over 100 acres of land. Given
below are some of the features of the FinTech Park:
• Investment Potential - US$ 4,16,000

Textile Park

Considering the current potential and existing
ecosystem of Textile and Apparel sector in the State,
RIICO has proposed to develop a dedicated textile
park at Jodhpur, Rajasthan. The proposed park is well
connected via road, rail, and air. Given below are some
of the features of the Textile Park:
• Proposed Area - 1046 Acres
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Khushkera Bhiwadi Neemrana Investment
Region (KBNIR)
The Khushkera Bhiwadi Neemrana Investment
Region (KBNIR) is proposed along the Delhi
Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC). The project
will be yet another milestone in the direction
of systematic development of Bhiwadi and
neighbouring cities as global investment
destinations.

Owing to its proximity to Delhi and Haryana,
Bhiwadi city of Rajasthan has been a forerunner
in industrial activities. The development plans
though, expand beyond the urban boundaries of
Bhiwadi and reach to cities of Khushkhera and
Neemrana. In these cities, an area of 165 square
kilometers has been identified for the KhushkheraBhiwadi-Neemrana Investment Region.
As industry its main-driver, the State Government
is planning a new and progressive ‘Greater
Bhiwadi Industrial Township’, Covering
Khushkheda (Alwar), Bhiwadi, Neemrana,
Tapukada, and surrounding towns. This worldclass industrial township is going to set a
milestone in the State’s industrial development.
In the first phase of development of this township,

Key Highlights
Total
Industrial
Land Bank

Total No. of
Industrial
Parks

Total No. of
Industrial
Units under
production

84,441
Acres

362

42,174

No. of Plots
allotted during
FY 2020-21

No. of New
Industrial Areas
Launched
during FY
2020-21

2610

15

India@Expo 2020 Dubai | 117

KE Y INITIATIVES

PROMOTING INDUSTRY:

Rajasthan’s Government has Gone
the Extra Mile to Industrialize the State
According to the Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) inflow in the state stood at US$ 461.40 million
between October 2019 and March 2021.

Rajasthan Investment Promotion
Scheme 2019 (RIPS 2019)

The Government of Rajasthan has notified
RIPS 2019 on 17 December 2019 with primary
focus on providing financial assistance
to industries for setting up operations
in the State. The RIPS 2019 provides
incentive support in terms of Investment
Subsidy, Employment Generation Subsidy,
Exemption of Electricity Duty, Land Tax,
Market Fee, Stamp Duty and Land Use
Conversion Charges. The scheme provides
thrust to focus sectors such as AgroProcessing, Biotechnology, Dairy, Defence,
Food Processing, Auto Components,
Petrochemicals, IT etc. RIPS 2019 provides
additional benefits of capital and interest
Subsidy. For Mega Investments, RIPS 2019
has provision for customized incentive
packages.

The Rajasthan MSMEs Act 2019

The Rajasthan Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (Facilitation of Establishment
and Operation) Act, 2019, notified on 4th
March 2019, enables MSMEs of the State for
No Prior Approval requirements under any
State law for establishment & operation and
exemption from inspections under all State
laws for three years.

One Stop Shop

As an innovative approach towards Ease of
Doing Business in the State, Government of
Rajasthan has established a One Stop Shop
which has brought together 14 concerned
departments on a single platform to provision
time bound advancement on new investment
proposals. The One Stop Shop acts as a key
enabler for timely grounding of investment
proposals and provides institutional support
for the investors.

Policy Initiatives

The State Government has notified several
policies and packages to strengthen the
industrial ecosystem of the State. Some of
key policies notified by the State Government
are:
• Rajasthan Tourism policy 2020
• Rajasthan Solar Energy Policy 2019
• Rajasthan Wind and Hybrid Energy
policy 2019
• Rajasthan Agro-Processing, AgriBusiness & Agri-Export promotion Policy
2019 etc.
The State Government is also under process
for developing new Sector specific policies
which are aimed at providing a boost to
the identified thrust sectors of the State.
Following are some of the policies under
preparation:
• Electric Vehicle Policy
• Electronics Manufacturing Policy
• Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
Policy
• Export Promotion policy
• Logistics and Logistics Park Policy
• Textile Policy
• Chemical and Petrochemicals Policy
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SECTOR SNAPSHOT
Rajasthan’s Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) increased at a CAGR of 7.05 per
cent between 2015-16 and 2020-21. At a CAGR of 10.86 per cent between 2011-12
and 2020-21, the tertiary sector has been the fastest-growing sector and the largest
contributor to Rajasthan’s economy in 2020-21, with a 45.44 per cent share in the
state’s GSVA. The growth was driven by storage, communication & services related to
broadcasting, financial services and public administration.

Agriculture
Agriculture contributes about 29 per cent (at constant prices 2020-21) to the State
Domestic Product. The water from the Indira Gandhi Canal (Rajasthan Canal) is now
helping in the cultivation of handsome crops of citrus fruits, including tangerines,
oranges, and lemons. The agriculture sector in the state enjoys many distinctions
with respect to other states in India. Despite of COVID-19 breakout, the agriculture
and allied sector recorded a growth rate of 5.65 per cent during the year 2019-20.
The state is a key food grain producer of the country and accounts for approximately
50 per cent of the total food grain production. The state is also the largest producer
of mustard, medicinal and aromatic crops.

Renewable Energy

Automobile and EV

Tourism

MSME

Rajasthan has a solar radiation capacity of 5.72
kwh per square meter per day, which is highest in
the country. The state also has the highest number
of sunny days with average of 325 days per year.
Rajasthan is the state with highest potential (142 GW)
for solar energy in India accounting to 19 per cent of
the country’s total solar potential. Rajasthan is also
the state with highest solar Power Installed Capacity
(7737.95 MW) in the country.

Rajasthan has emerged as a major auto hub of
northern India. Rajasthan is also the first state
in India to establish a successfully operational
Japanese Industrial Park at Neemrana where
several auto component manufacturers are
established. Rajasthan houses more than 130
Auto and Auto component manufacturing units
operating majorly out of Alwar district. Honda
Cars, Hero Motorcorp, JCB, Ashok Leyland,
Nissin and Okinawa are some of the key
players of the automobile industry established
in Rajasthan.

Rajasthan is blessed with majestic forts, a vibrant
wildlife, golden sand dunes and ancient temples.
The exemplary art and tradition is mirrored through
its myriad folklore, handicrafts, and handlooms.
Having consistently been awarded as a Preferred
Tourist Destination, the state boasts of some of the
finest hotel properties in India. Tourism is of utmost
importance for the state as it is its 3rd largest
employment providing sector. Rajasthan is proud to
have eight UNESCO world heritage sites which is
highest in India for any state. Jaipur, also known as
The Pink City, has been awarded the best heritage
destination in the country in the year 2020. Rajasthan
attracts lot of foreign as well as domestic tourists
every year as it provides a perfect blend of heritage,
adventure and wildlife tourism.

The MSME sector is important for the socioeconomic development of the state as it leads
to higher economic activities and job creation.
Rajasthan’s industrial landscape, comprising
diverse sectors such as mining, textile, auto
& engineering, agro & food processing,
provides ample opportunities for MSME
players. Approximately 98 per cent of the state
enterprises fall under the MSME category. The
MSME sector in Rajasthan has grown steadily
and now is the second largest employer after
the agriculture sector.
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Chemical &
Petrochemicals
Rajasthan is the second largest Crude oil producer of
India. The state Government has proposed to setup
a 9 MMTPA capacity refinery at Barmer which is
currently under progress. The state government has
declared an area of 383 square kms as Petroleum,
Chemicals and Petrochemicals Investment Region
(PCPIR) with a processing area of approximately
157 sq. kms which is expected to attract several
industries from chemical and petrochemicals sector.
The state Government has initiated the development
of Industrial areas in the vicinity of PCPIR to provide
adequate infrastructure for the units. The PCPIR shall
be one of the key projects of the state government
which is expected to be a game changer for its
economy.

Infrastructure

IT / ITeS

ESDM

Rapid urbanization presents a unique opportunity for Rajasthan to undergo a planned inclusive
development process and mitigate the negative impact of unplanned urbanization. Rajasthan is a
large state having globally known cities likes Jaipur, Udaipur, Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, and Kota. The state
is working rigorously towards developing various public infrastructure needs of such cities as they
are moving up on the ladder of urbanization. The state is open for new technological solutions and
advancements to address the current world problems of growing smart cities.

Rajasthan is emerging as one of the best
locations in India to invest in the IT/ITeS sector
with software exports growing at exponentially
over the last decade.

The Electronic System Design and Manufacturing
(ESDM) industry in India is growing rapidly due to
increasing demand, large talent pool and Government
initiatives. Rajasthan is positioned to offer unparalleled
advantages to the players of this sector to locate here,
grow & benefit. The huge and growing automotive
industry based in and around the state is expected
to be a major growth driver for the ESDM sector
in Rajasthan. Currently, 25 per cent of the auto
components are electronics-based & this number is
expected to go up substantially in coming years.

Mining
Rajasthan is the richest state in terms of availability and variety of minerals in India. The state produces
about 57 different kind of minerals. It is also the sole producer of lead and Zinc ores, selenite and
wollastonite. The abundant availability of raw material has attracted several conglomerates of mines and
mineral sector industries over the past few decades. The state has a strong base of cement manufacturing
units. It is also an important producer of marble, granite, sandstone, and Kota stone. The state has
proposed to set up 20 new Mineral Parks / Zones which shall attract investment of approximately
US$ 138.8 million and generate additional export of US$ 111.1 million.
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Rajasthan houses some of the leading IT /
ITeS firms such as Infosys, Genpact, Deutsche
etc backed by Skilled Manpower availability
in Rajasthan as it ranks 5th on behavioral
traits (skills like learning agility, adaptability,
and interpersonal skills) and strong technical
education institutional network, which are
preferred requirements for IT / ITeS employers.

The state Government is keen to develop the ESDM
sector and attract investments in developing mobile
phones, LED TVs, solar panels, computer devices,
ATMs and other electronic devices. The state has
also established dedicated electronics manufacturing
clusters providing sector specific infrastructure and
common facility centres.
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12 NOVEMBER 2021

Inaugural Session

SEMINAR: LEVERAGING RAJASTHAN’S PROWESS
1130 – 1330 hrs

Rajasthan, the 7th largest economy in the country, is spearheading the change of pace and
direction in the growth of India, at the rate of 4.86 per cent SGDP as recorded in 2019-20. The
calibrated approach of the state along with industry support is aimed to provide a supportive
investment climate and boost in economic growth. Thus, projecting further growth prospects
through impactful measures and a range of macro-level reforms within the state such as
digitization of government functionaries, re-engineering of policies and industrialization of
districts and many more. With these efforts, Rajasthan’s growth story will be determined by
the medium to long-term prospects in private investments as well as strength in bilateral trade
relations.

14 NOVEMBER 2021

Safeguarding the Future:
Next Gen of Renewable
SEMINAR: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: SAFEGUARDING THE FUTURE
1130 – 1330 hrs

Rajasthan has been pivoting towards sustainable development across industries by actively
deploying multiple clean energy solutions such as solar and wind energy, electric vehicles and
charging stations, sustainable tourism and more. The state has been working towards bringing
in policies and schemes focused on a clean & green environment with an aim to build a
Sustainable Industrial, Environmental, Social and Governance Friendly (ESG) ecosystem.
This active approach is aimed at positioning the state as a leader in sustainable projects across
the industry. The state along with the industry would fulfill the call to action in this field by
giving due importance to the sustainability agenda.

13 NOVEMBER 2021

Infrastructure Investment Opportunities
in the state of Rajasthan

SEMINAR: ENTERING THE NEXT PHASE OF INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
1130 – 1330 hrs

15 NOVEMBER 2021

Investment Opportunities in ESDM,
IT, ITeS, Fintech Park in Rajasthan
SEMINAR: THE ERA OF DIGITAL SURGE ACROSS SECTORS

Rajasthan has been undergoing rapid transformation with accelerated cluster development and
industrialization projects across sectors and industries. To strengthen the economic activity of
the diversified industries, 46 clusters have been developed, creating employment opportunities
for a large number of small and medium industries. In addition, more clusters are being created
with focus on innovation and skill, energy sector development and many more for the industry’s
future needs.
On the industrial front, the state industrial zones have been recently listed among top 25 out
of 68 industrial zones of the country. Zones such as Petroleum, Chemicals & Petrochemicals
Investment Region (PCPIR), Gas Grid Infrastructure, Fintech Park, Plug and Play Centre and
many more are being created to attract sector specific industries by offering them resourcespecific ecosystems. This change of veer of the state is a projection of the state’s future growth
and reinforcement for development of the industrial ecosystem.
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1530 – 1730 hrs

The rise of digital surge in today’s era has pushed frontiers across the sectors, industries, and
governments across the globe. Rajasthan, being a part of the system is also rewiring their work
mechanism to overcome the current uncertainty along with getting back to the New-normal.
The state aims to build a strong digital road map by targeting the technology disruptions taking
place across sectors to bring in an agile ecosystem within.
With an aim to remain competitive in the market, the state has been continuously working
on incorporating digitization in all the sectors specially focusing on ESDM, Fintech, IT &
ITeS ecosystem development by building a robust business resilience infrastructure plan.
The gradual growth of IT contracting, software asset management, digitization, automation,
blockchain technology across industries is the positive outlook to look for in the future.
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16 NOVEMBER 2021

Future of Agri-Consumption:
Consumerism leading export markets
SEMINAR: EMPOWERING THE AGRI BUSINESS
1130 – 1330 hrs
Rajasthan, the largest producer of mustard, medicinal and aromatic crops and various
other spices and condiments is setting the tone in the nation’s industry for innovating and
empowering the agri-farmers at grassroot levels through the agriculture inclusivity approach.
The state along with its research and development centers are developing the robust
infrastructure and support ecosystem needed by the farming community through experimental
research, field testing facilities and many more.
The continuous efforts towards increasing ground water level, improvement in irrigation
practices, usage of less water intensive crops, organic farming through research and
development, post-harvest storage, transportation and processing facilities and community
engagement awareness programmes are making an impact even in far-reaching nondescript
rural areas. Keeping up with the rise in demand of agri-products, an overall systematic and
cohort approach for the state’s food consumption and sustainable development for the future,
is the way forward for the country and its share of the world exports.

17 NOVEMBER 2021

Mining Sector and its Sustainable Approach
SEMINAR: SUSTAINABLE APPROACH OF MINING SECTOR
1130 – 1330 hrs

Rajasthan, the 2nd largest mineral producing state in India, is continuously re-engineering
its mining sector framework to control mining pollution (sand mining, deforestation, waste
disposal, water usage, flora and fauna etc). To keep up with the sustainability goals as per the
global environmental dictum, the sector has been undergoing transformation in all critical
levels such as governance, legal and public awareness. The Rajasthan Government has
been actively supporting the innovation and digitization in the industrialization of the sector,
reducing the negative footprint of mining, introducing transparent e-auctions to bring in legit
and global world leading companies, supporting the use of automation and environment
friendly methods along with curbing unlawful mining activities which are damaging the
ecological balance of the state. The state initiatives along with active industry support could be
game changers for the mining sector.

126 | India@Expo 2020 Dubai

54

million tourists visited
Rajasthan in 2019
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TOL ER ANC E &
INC LUSIVIT Y
WEEK
14-20 NOVEMBER 2021

Home to a civilized world since times immemorial, India
has assimilated both people and ideas from all over the world.
Its incredible spirit and its insatiable appetite to imbibe, adapt
and assimilate people, philosophies and cultures from around
the world makes it a unique world to behold.
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TOLERANCE & INCLUSIVIT Y

A Home to One and All
With 19,500 languages and over 700 tribes,
India is the world’s most diverse country.

I

ndia, a civilizational state of continental
proportions, has been a confluence of different
cultures and identities for millennia. This
confluence has fertilized the organic evolution of
a culturally pluralistic society that has engaged
with, and indeed, embraced the diversity of
differences. The numerous strands of diverse
traditions and the intricately woven patterns
of distinct ways of life have intermeshed into
one another to create the exquisite fabric of
India’s composite culture. The spirit of mutual
understanding amidst a shared history of
the nation’s struggle for freedom has created
conditions conducive to the growth of a special
kind of unity that has evolved, not despite India’s
diversity, but because of it.
Emerging from a deep-seated respect for
all life forms, the concepts of tolerance and
inclusivity have enjoyed a unique place in Indian
philosophy and cultural ethos. In the ancient
Indian scriptures and philosophy, the idea of
Dharma, or doing one’s duty, subsumed the
idea of inculcating the ability to think beyond
the Self. India is a land where the concepts of
Karma, Karuna (compassion) and Ahimsa have
permeated the fabric of social life for ages.
Consequently, one’s relationship with the Other,
mediated through an ethical code of ancient
philosophical systems has manifested in the
form of social norms and behaviour that are
aligned to the values of tolerance and inclusivity.
It is this wellspring of cultural heritage that feeds
and rejuvenates the efforts with which India has
preserved the legacy of a rich cultural diversity
bequeathed upon her by geography, history and
historical processes.
The acceptance and appreciation of the Other is
perhaps best embodied by the Indian gesture of
Namaste and the philosophy of Ahimsa.
Namaste, sometimes spoken as “namaskar”
or “namaskaram”, is an Indian customary, noncontact form of respectfully greeting another
person. “Namaste” is usually uttered with a slight
bow and folded hands. This customary gesture,
evolved during the course of millennia, is rooted
in a spiritual understanding of the relationship

130 | India@Expo 2020 Dubai

between the Divine, the Self and the Other. It is
a way of saying ``the sacred in me recognizes
the sacred in you”. A gesture that combines
the balance of respectful intimacy and healthy
distance, Namaste has found special relevance
in the backdrop of the Coronavirus pandemic.
The philosophy of Ahimsa or Non-Violence is
one of the cardinal virtues of Jainism, Hinduism
and Buddhism. Tied to the notion of Karma and
based on the understanding that all living beings
contain a part of the divine spiritual energy, the
philosophy of non-violence dilutes the faultlines
that exist between the Self and the Other and
recognizes that hurting another being is akin to
hurting oneself.

It is best to refrain
from willfully hurting
Anyone, anytime, anyway.
- Thiruvalluvar, Tirukkuṟal, Kural 317

The creation of India’s composite culture has
taken time to attain its present form and the
development of a tolerant and inclusive nation is
an ongoing process. The provisions in the Indian
Constitution anchor, aid and accelerate this
process. Consequently, the ideals of tolerance
and inclusivity are etched in different sections of
the world’s largest Constitution. The Preamble
of India’s Constitution, Fundamental Rights,
Directive Principles of State Policy, Fundamental
Duties, along with a number of specific
provisions, ensure that the ideals of tolerance
and inclusivity are adhered to in letter and spirit.
The Constitutional provisions, complemented by
government initiatives and people’s participation
have played a significant role in stimulating and
sustaining the spirit of tolerance and inclusivity
in India.

India@Expo 2020 Dubai | 131

DIVERSIT Y

India: A Megadiverse Country
Since 9,000 BCE, the world’s people have come
to India as traders, seafarers, conquering armies
and missionaries. They have all left their marks
on this unique country.

H

ome to 1.3 billion lives, India is a megadiverse country with over
19,500 languages and dialects, more than 700 different tribes
and over 111 dance forms. India has witnessed the rise of one of
the oldest civilizations in the world. It has been a cradle of four world
religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism and Jainism.
The geography of India, a country of continental proportions, is one of
the main reasons behind the multitudinous facets of its diversity. India
is divided into five major landforms and six climatic regions based on
moisture and temperature. The monsoon system acts as a unifying
factor in shaping India’s climate. This geographic diversity becomes
the bedrock upon which rests the diversity of India’s languages,
ethnicities, festivals and cuisines.
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persecution. Today, India has the secondlargest Shia population in the world after Iran.

OF FAITHS & BELIEFS

Christianity reached the shores of India
in about 52 AD. Christianity is believed to
have been brought to India by one of Jesus’
apostles in 52 A.D, long before it reached
many parts of Europe.

India is home to all the faiths in the world. And
interestingly, some of them are extinct even in
their country of origin.

I

ndia practises religion religiously. It is
the cradle of four major world religions:
Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, and
Jainism. Numerous streams of religions
have mingled and merged in India
throughout a long period of history to
create the multi-layered heritage of India’s
religious diversity. India’s capacity for
religious tolerance is attested by the fact
the land of India has been sought as a
veritable refuge by many religious groups
across various ages.
Hinduism, the primary religion in
India, has been an important source
of its cultural ethos and much of
Indian philosophy. It has also been
a great unifying and uniting force
that has held together the country’s
diversity for over a millennia. Religious
tolerance is an intrinsic feature of this
polytheistic religion that has led to the
land of India partaking in the process

of accommodation, acceptance and
appreciation of different faiths.
Jainism and Buddhism, one of the earliest
religions to perfect the ideal of Ahimsa
or non-violence have had a significant
impact on India’s cultural ethos.
Buddhism, a religion that flowered in
India, has been one of the most profound
influences that the Indian system of
thought has had on East Asia’s cultural
and religious life. Jainism and Buddhism
were also able to influence one of the
earliest pan-Indian empires, thereby
playing a pivotal role in moulding the
character of the Indian civilization.
Islam is the second-largest religion
in India, a country that is home to the
world’s third-largest population of
Muslims. India has been a refuge to a
large stream of Shias who came to the
country to seek asylum from religious

Parsis (literally,‘Persians’), are the
descendants of Persian Zoroastrians who
sought refuge in India to escape religious
persecution. Fire holds a great significance in
Zoroastrianism. While fleeing from Iran, the
Parsis brought with them the sacred fire and
consecrated it in India. The sacred Udvada
Atash Behram in Gujarat was kindled in 721
AD. It has been housed in a magnificent
Agiary in Udvada since 1742 and burns
continually to this day.
India also granted asylum to thousands of
Tibetan Buddhists who fled the Chinese
occupation in 1950. Besides the Dalai Lama
and the Tibetans, India has also provided
sanctuary to refugees and democracy
activists from Nepal, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Palestine, Sri Lanka, Burma and
several African countries. While India is not
a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention
relating to the Status of Refugees, it remains
one of the leading refugee-receiving
countries in the world.

Syncretism of cultures and traditions has
historically developed in various regions and
contexts in India. The rise of the Sufi and
Bhakti movements in different periods of
Indian history created conditions conducive
to religious tolerance and social inclusion
of hitherto marginalized communities.
This spirit of tolerance and inclusivity was
further fostered by great minds like Kabir
and Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism.
Not only did they have a profound impact
on disseminating the message of religious
tolerance but they also helped rid society of
the differences in caste, creed and gender.
Articles 25 –28 of the Indian Constitution
ensure the freedom of conscience and free
profession, practice and propagation of one’s
religion; freedom to manage religious affairs;
freedom as to payment of taxes for promotion
of any particular religion and freedom from
attending religious instruction.
Articles 29 and 30 protect the interests
of minorities and guarantee the right of
minorities to establish and administer
educational institutions.
The Fundamental Duties mentioned in Article
51-A of the Constitution include the following
clauses that enjoin Indian citizens to :
•

•

Promote harmony and the spirit of
common brotherhood amongst all
the people of India transcending
religious, linguistic and regional or
sectional diversities; renounce practices
derogatory to the dignity of women
[Article 51-A (e)]
Value and preserve the rich heritage of
our composite culture [Article 51-A (f)]

“I am proud to belong to a
nation which has sheltered
the persecuted and the
refugees of all religions and
all nations of the earth.”
- Swami Vivekananda
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THE FINE PRINT
As of 31 March, 2020, there are 143,423 registered
newspapers and periodicals in India.

I

ndia is the second-largest newspaper
market in the world. Indian newspapers
are published in more than 100 languages in
different parts of the country.

LANGUAGES AND DIALECTS

The impressive growth of the Indian Press is
highlighted by the fact that from a little over
200 dailies published in post-independent
India, the number of registered newspapers
and periodicals swelled to 100,000 by 2015.
In the financial year 2020, the number of

registered newspapers and periodicals across
India peaked at more than 143 thousand.
Unlike other parts of the world, the growth
of the Indian newspaper industry cannot be
attributed to low levels of internet usage; the
internet penetration rate in India has grown
from just about 4 per cent in 2007 to around
45 per cent in 2021. Increased literacy rate and
a renewed focus on India’s regional languages
have been the driving factors in the growth of
newspaper readership in India.

More than 19,500 languages or dialects are spoken in India as mother tongue,
according to the latest analysis of a census 2011.

I

ndia is a magnificently multilingual country.
More than 19,500 languages or dialects are
spoken in India as mother tongues, of which
121 languages are spoken by 10,000 or more
people.
Indo-Aryan and the Dravidian languages,
spoken by 78.05 per cent and 19.64 per
cent of the population respectively, are the
largest language families in India. Languages
spoken by the remaining 2.31 per cent of the
population belong to the Austroasiatic, Sino–
Tibetan, Tai–Kadai and a few other minor
language families and isolates.
The Indian subcontinent is home to the
third-most spoken language in the world,
Hindi-Urdu; the sixth most spoken language,
Bengali; and the twelfth most spoken
language, Punjabi.
The Constitution of India’s Eighth Schedule
lists the official languages of the Republic of
India. Part XVII of the Indian Constitution deals
with the official languages in Articles 343 to
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351. The Eighth Schedule to the Constitution
consists of the following 22 languages:
Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada,
Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam, Manipuri,
Marathi, Nepali, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit,
Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Bodo, Santhali,
Maithili and Dogri.

If God had so wished, he could have made all Indians
speak one language ... the unity of India has been and
shall always be a unity in diversity.
- Rabindranath Tagore

The Indian Constitution has special provisions
for the promotion and preservation of classical
languages. Currently, six languages enjoy
the ‘Classical’ status in India: Tamil, Sanskrit,
Kannada, Telugu, Malayalam, and Odia. All the
Classical Languages are listed in the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitution.
Two major annual international awards have
been constituted for scholars of eminence
in classical Indian languages. A Centre of
Excellence for Studies in Classical Languages
has been established and the University
Grants Commission has been requested to
create a certain number of Professional Chairs
for classical languages.
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CELEBRATING LIFE - The Festivals of India
With Indians spread across the world, the Indian diaspora
has made many of India’s festivals into global events.

T

he festivals of India capture the spirit of bonhomie and goodwill that
permeates the fabric of Indian social life. While these festivals have their
roots in different religions and cultures, their celebration often exhibits the
cosmopolitan character of the country. Article 29, Clause 1 of the Indian
Constitution provides the citizens of India the right to conserve their language,
script and culture. Some of India’s festivals include:

Diwali

Hailed as the festival of lights, Diwali
is the celebration of the joy arising
from the victory of good over evil. It is
a festival where the darkness of the
night melts into the refulgent sea of
scintillating diyas. People celebrate this
festival by decorating their houses with
lights, exchanging sweets with one
another and coming together to ignite
the light of goodness and brotherhood.

Holi

A burst of colours, a shout of joy, peals
of laughter and celebration of life - Holi
is a festival bursting with fun, colours
and wholesomeness. Marked by an
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atmosphere of frivolity, Holi is steeped
in the spirit of carnivalesque revelry.
With people greeting one another with
a generous dash of colours and wellaimed water balloons, Holi literally has
the most colourful personality amongst
India’s festivals.

Pongal

A harvest festival, Pongal is popular in
South India. The festival is celebrated
in traditional attire and features dances,
bonfires and music. People decorate
their homes with beautiful rangolis,
using coloured rice and flower petals
symbolizing the nurturing harvest
produced by Mother Earth.

Onam

Onam is Kerala’s most awaited festival. The
ubiquitous sight of gorgeous white and golden
bordered sarees and houses decorated with
resplendent floral arrangements gives Onam
its special charm. The festival is marked by the
performance of Kathakali dance along with Pulikali
- a high-energy, theatrical dance form where artists
are dressed as tigers and hunters.

Eid

Eid-al-Fitr (Eid al-Fitr, Eid ul-Fitr, Eid-Ul-Fitr, Eid)
is the first day of the Islamic month of Shawwal. It
marks the end of Ramadan, which is a month of
fasting and prayer. Many Muslims attend communal
prayers, listen to a khutba (sermon) and give zakat
al-fitr (charity in the form of food) during Eid al-Fitr.

Navratri

Navratri is a celebration of the awe-inspiring Divine
Feminine. Navratri (Sanskrit for Nine Nights) is a
major Hindu festival spanning over nine days and
nights during which Goddess Shakti is worshipped
in different forms. In North India, Navratri
celebrations involve vibrant dance forms like the
Dandiya Raas and Garba where people dance and
frolic in colourful traditional attire.
The culmination of the 9 days of Navratri, ends
on the 10th day of Dussehra. Based on the epic of
Ramayana, the key attraction of this festival is the
burning down of the effigies of Ravana and his two
brothers. At some places, the days following up
to Dussehra are marked by portraying the entire
Ramayana through street plays called Ramlila.
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PILGRIM’S PROGRESS:
PROMOTING INDIA’S COMPOSITE CULTURE
Being one of the most ancient civilizations of the world, India has been in contact with almost
all the major religions of the world, and despite being dominated by Hinduism in the present
context, religions like Islam, Buddhism and Christianity have also influenced a sizeable portion
of the population.

E
Durga Puja

Durga Puja is when Bengal throbs in delight. A festival celebrating
the powerful Goddess Durga, this colourful and high-energy
festival is marked by creatively constructed pandals, artistic idols
and a feast of Bengali delicacies.

Makar Sankranti

Celebrated all over India in different forms, Makar Sankranti is an
ancient festival based on the solar calendar that marks the winter
solstice and welcomes the arrival of longer days with the sun’s
transit into the Capricorn constellation. The festival is known by
different names across India. It is celebrated as Maghi in North
India, Magh Bihu in Assam, Pedda Panduga in Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh, Thai Pongal in Tamil Nadu, and Sukarat in Central
India.

Buddha Jayanti

Mainly celebrated in Ladakh, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Bodh
Gaya, Darjeeling, and Maharashtra, Buddha Jayanti commemorates
the birth of Gautama Buddha, the founder of Buddhism. The
devotees listen to Buddhist teachings and caged animals and birds
are set free on this auspicious day.

k Bharat Shreshtha Bharat- The programme aims to enhance interaction and promote
mutual understanding between people of different states/UTs through the concept
of state/UT pairing. The states carry out activities to promote a sustained and structured
cultural connection in the areas of language learning, culture, traditions & music, tourism &
cuisine, sports and sharing of best practices, etc.
PRASAD Scheme - The Government of India launched the ‘Pilgrimage Rejuvenation And
Spiritual Augmentation Drive’ (PRASAD) scheme in the year 2014-2015 under the Ministry
of Tourism. This scheme focuses on developing and identifying pilgrimage sites across India
for enriching the religious tourism experience. It aims to integrate pilgrimage destinations
in a prioritised, planned and sustainable manner to provide a complete religious tourism
experience. Cities selected under the PRASAD scheme include Amritsar, Kedarnath,
Mathura, Ajmer, Varanasi and Gaya, among others.
Hamari Dharohar is a scheme to preserve the rich heritage of minority communities of India.
The National Heritage City Development and Augmentation Yojana (HRIDAY), a central
sector scheme of the Government of India, was launched on 21st January 2015 with the
aim of bringing together urban planning, economic growth and heritage conservation in
an inclusive manner & with the objective of preserving the heritage character of the city.
Under the Scheme, twelve cities namely, Ajmer, Amritsar, Amaravati, Badami, Dwarka, Gaya,
Kanchipuram, Mathura, Puri, Varanasi, Velankanni and Warangal had been identified for
development.

Mahavir Jayanti

The most important festival of the Jains, Mahavir Jayanti is
celebrated to mark the birth of Lord Mahavir, the 24th Tirthankara
of Jainism. Grand celebrations are held in the states of Gujarat
and Rajasthan. Pujas are conducted in Jain temples and the day is
observed by undertaking works of charity.

Gurpurab

Guru Nanak Gurupurab is the most sacred festival for Sikhs all
over the world. It is celebrated on a full moon day as the birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev Ji. A day before the festival, a
procession is organized which is led by the Panj Pyares (Five
Beloved Ones) and the Palki (Palanquin) of Sri Guru Granth Sahib.

Christmas

Christmas, the birthday of Jesus Christ, is celebrated on December
25 every year. Although Christians make up less than 5 per cent of
India’s population, Christmas is widely celebrated as a season of
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TRIBES AND COMMUNITIES

According to the 2011 census, the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes comprise about 16.6 per cent
and 8.6 per cent, respectively, of India’s population.

Identities
& Inclusion
Scheduled Castes

T

he caste system has been a dominating aspect
of social organization in South Asia for over a
thousand years. A caste, generally designated
by the term jati (“birth”), refers to a strictly regulated
social community into which one is born. It is a form
of social stratification characterized by endogamy,
ritual status in a hierarchy, and customary social
interaction and exclusion based on cultural notions of
supposed “purity and pollution”.
The hierarchical ordering of society, coupled with
the generational nature of exclusionary practices
has marginalized a significant chunk of the Indian
population. Although much has been done to ground
Indian social life on a more egalitarian basis, much
more remains to be achieved. To this end, postindependent India has been making sincere efforts at
bringing about social, political and economic changes
that may lead to the creation of a more egalitarian,
more inclusive society insofar as the reality of caste is
concerned.
A long line of Indian thinkers, philosophers and social
reformers have sought to create a more inclusive
society by doing away with caste discrimination.
A series of social reform movements have been
launched towards the creation of a more inclusive
society. Whether it was the Justice Movement of
1915-16 or the formidable Self Respect Movement
led by E.V Ramaswamy Naicker, the Satyashodhak
Movement by Jyotiba Phule or the Mahar Movement
led by B. R. Ambedkar - people-led social reform
movements against caste-based discrimination
in pre-Independent India played a pivotal role in
sensitizing the masses to the issue of caste and in
shaping the Constitutional provisions that provide
for the safeguard of the Scheduled Castes and other
vulnerable groups in India.
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Scheduled Tribes

The total population of Scheduled Tribes is 104.3
million as per the Census 2011. This means that
tribal communities account for 8.6 per cent of the
total population of the country. The Constitution
(Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950 lists 1,108 castes
across 25 states in its First Schedule, while the
Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950 lists 744
tribes across 22 states in its First Schedule.

coordinated and planned manner.
The programmes and schemes of the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs are intended to support and
supplement other Central Ministries, State
Governments and partly voluntary organizations,
and to fill critical gaps in institutions and
programmes taking into account the situation of
STs through financial assistance.

The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
(NCST) was established by amending Article 338
and inserting a new Article 338A in the Constitution
through the Constitution (89th Amendment) Act,
2003.

Special Assistance to Tribal Sub scheme is a 100
per cent grant from the Government of India and
has been in existence since 1977-78. Primarily
charged to the Consolidated Fund of India, it is an
additive to state Plan funds and efforts for Tribal
Development. SCA-TSS is used for the economic
development of Integrated Tribal Development
Agency (ITDA), Integrated Tribal Development
Program (ITDP), Modified Area Development
Approach (MADA) and for the development and
welfare of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups.

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is responsible for the
overall development of the scheduled tribes in India.
This Ministry was set up in 1999 after the bifurcation
of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
with the objective of providing a more focused
approach on the integrated socio-economic
development of the Scheduled Tribes (STs), in a

In 1998-99, a 100 per cent Central Sector for the
Exclusive Development of Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTGs) was initiated. The scheme
enables every state to focus on any developmental
activity for PVTGs viz. housing, land distribution,
connectivity, agricultural development, installation
of non-conventional sources of energy or any other

Article 366 (25) defines Scheduled tribes as “such
tribes or tribal communities or parts of or groups
within such tribes or tribal communities as are
deemed under Article 342 to be Scheduled Tribes for
the purposes of this constitution”.

innovative activity meant for the comprehensive
socio-economic development of PVTGs in India.
The Van Dhan Scheme is an initiative of the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs and TRIFED. It was launched on
14th April 2018 and seeks to improve tribal incomes
through the value addition of tribal products. Tribals
derive 20-40 per cent of their annual income from
Minor Forest Produce (MFP) on which they spend a
major portion of their time. This activity has a strong
linkage to women’s financial empowerment as most
of the MFPs are collected and used/sold by women.
The MFP sector has the potential to create about 10
million workdays annually in the country.
The Van Dhan Yojana has proved to be successful
within a year of its implementation, with the
establishment of 1,205 tribal enterprises and
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providing employment opportunities to 3,60,000
tribal gatherers and 18,000 self-help groups in 22
States.

Tribal Touch

Tribes India is an exclusive brand of tribal artifacts
in India espousing the tribal cause. Aimed at
accelerating the economic development of tribal
people through the marketing of their products
on a sustainable basis, Tribes India houses the
most exquisite and authentic tribal handicrafts and
handlooms handcrafted by the tribals from across
the country.
Tribes India is a brand under TRIFED which came
into existence in 1987. TRIFED functions under the
administrative control of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India.
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mentioned prohibitive Articles, the Constitution
also directs the State to ensure the economic and
educational upliftment of the vulnerable groups
through Article 15(4) and 46.
Article 15(4) empowers the State to make special
provisions for the advancement of any socially and
economically backward classes of citizens and for
SCs. This provision has enabled the State to reserve
seats for SCs in educational institutions in general
and professional courses.
Article 46 states that “The State shall promote with
special care the educational and economic interests
of the weaker sections of the people, and in
particular, of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, and shall protect them from social injustice
and all forms of exploitation”.
Political Safeguards - The political safeguards for
STs and SCs are ensured by the following Articles of
the Indian Constitution:

Constitutional Provisions for Equality and
Inclusion

Articles 341 and 342 of the Constitution of India
define the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
with respect to any State or Union Territory of India.
The Indian Constitution provides for social,
economic, educational, political and service
safeguards for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes of the country. Some of these include:
Social Safeguards - Articles 15, 17, 23, and 25 (2) (b)
of the Constitution enjoins the State to provide social
safeguards to Scheduled Castes.
Article 15 prohibits discrimination on grounds
of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth.
Furthermore, the Article also prohibits anybody from
imposing restrictions in the accessibility of public
places, hotels, restaurants, tanks, ghats and public
places maintained wholly or partly out of State funds
or dedicated to the use of the general public on the
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Articles 243D and 243T provide for the reservation
of SCs and STs in urban and rural local (Panchayats
and Municipalities) bodies so as to ensure their
participation in governance. Furthermore, the
Article states that no less than one-third of the total
number of seats reserved under clause (1) of Article
243T shall be reserved for women belonging to SC/
SC, as the case may be.
Article 330 provides for the reservation of seats for
SCs and STs in the House of the People and Article
332 provides for the reservation of seats for SCs
and STs in the Legislative Assemblies of the State.
84 seats are reserved for Scheduled Castes and 47
seats for the Scheduled Tribes in the Lower House
of the Parliament.
Article 338 of the Indian Constitution deals with the
National Commission for Scheduled Castes. Article
338 A deals with the National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes.

basis of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth.
Article 17 is a Fundamental Right that abolishes
untouchability and forbids its practise in any
form. Article 23, which prohibits traffic in human
beings and bonded labour is another important
safeguard for SCs and Dalits as this section of
society is especially susceptible to malpractices like
bonded labour owing to their social and economic
vulnerability. While Article 24 which prohibits
children under the age of 14 from being employed
in hazardous settings is applicable for the general
population, this becomes especially relevant in the
case of SCs and STs owing to their socio-economic
vulnerabilities.
Article 25 (2)(b) provides that Hindu religious
institutions of a public character shall be open to
all classes and sections of Hindu’s, including the
adherents of Sikh, Jain and Buddhist faith.
Economic Safeguards - Besides the above
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QUEENS OF THE SKY

Wings Backed by
the Winds of Change
India has the largest constellation
of women pilots in the world

W

e live in a world where women pilots from India
are ruling the sky. Globally, a little more than 5
per cent of pilots are women. While the current
situation of women’s representation in the global aviation
industry leaves much to be desired, India is ahead of the
curve by a significant margin. India is the world’s fastestgrowing aviation market and women pilots command the
cockpit.
Women rule the skies of India’s aviation sector with a crew
of over 1,000-strong women pilots. India has the largest
number of female pilots in the world. Indian carriers employ
close to 12.4 per cent women pilots, much higher than the
world average of 5.4 per cent. The percentage of female
pilots in India is twice as high as that in most developed
nations.
Women pilots from India have created many records in
the global aviation industry. This includes the longest
commercial flight in the world to be operated by Air India
or any other airline in India. Air India’s longest direct route
flight AI-176 landed at the Kempegowda International
Airport in Bengaluru from San Francisco on 11 January
2021. The flight covered 13,993 km in 17 hours and flew over
the North Pole. Air India has one of the highest women
employee ratios in the world.
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ONE FOR ALL

ENABLING ENDEAVOURS

Accessible India
Campaign (Sugamya
Bharat Abhiyan)

With 19 medals in Tokyo Paralympics, India rewrote its history books
in style and this reflects the success of its focus on inclusivity.

A

s per the 2011 Census, around 2.20 per cent of India’s population is differentlyabled in one way or another. 26 million people in the country are living with some
sort of physical or mental handicap. This means that the number of people with
any sort of disabilities in India is more than the entire population of the Netherlands. The
World Bank estimates one in twelve Indian households has a family member with some
disability.

The Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPwD) launched the Accessible India
Campaign (Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan) as a nationwide
campaign for achieving universal accessibility for
Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) on December 3, 2015.
Built Environment Accessibility, Transportation System
Accessibility, Information and Communication Eco-System
Accessibility are the three chief objectives of the campaign.

The purpose of Divyangjan Swavalamban Yojana is to
make the concessional benefit available for the people
who are differently-abled as per the rules of the
PwD Act, 2016. With the help of this scheme, India’s
differently-abled people will be able to avail a range of
financial, educational and employment benefits.

Divyangjan
Swavalamban Yojana

Article 41 of the Indian Constitution aims to secure the right to work, to education and
to public assistance in cases of unemployment, old age, sickness and disability. Some
schemes for the differently-abled are as follows:

Assistance for Disabled
Persons (ADIP)

The Government of India has initiated the “Unique
ID for Persons with Disabilities” project to create
a National Database for PwDs, and issue a
Unique Disability Identity Card to each person
with disabilities. UDID is designed to encourage
transparency, efficiency and ease of delivering
government benefits to people with disabilities. It will
also help in streamlining the tracking of the physical
and financial progress of beneficiaries.
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The ADIP scheme was created to help the differentlyabled purchase various accessories. This scheme was
formulated with the main objective to assist the PwD
to get the latest and enhanced products that help the
different-abled groups have a more fruitful life.

Unique ID for Persons
with Disabilities (UDID)
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MAHAR A SHTR A
19 NOVEMBER - 02 DECEMBER, 2021
Amongst India’s most industrialized states,
Maharashtra is a significant contributor
to India’s economic growth
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MAHARASHTRA

General Economy
Maharashtra is one of the largest states in India
and contributes a lion’s share to India’s GDP.

M

aharashtra’s GDP was US$ 467.38 billion in 2019-20, having increased at a
CAGR of 13.16 per cent from 2015-16 to 2019-20. The FDI inflow in Maharashtra
stood at US$ 23.43 billion between October 2019 and March 2021, contributing
28 per cent to the total FDI inflow in the country.
The state’s capital Mumbai is the eastern equivalent of New York City and Los Angeles.
It is the financial capital and entertainment capital of the country and houses the
headquarters of major corporate and financial institutions.
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Leading Industry clusters in Maharashtra include
Pharmaceuticals, Biotechnology, Electronics,
Engineering, Gems and Jewellery, IT & ITES, Banking
and Financial Services and Agro-Processing. It has
a good presence of industrial clusters, particularly
Automobile, IT & ITeS, Chemicals, Textiles and Food
processing with lucrative investment opportunities
to offer. The state has ranked #1 in the Export
Preparedness Index in 2020.
The state has one of the highest numbers of
pharmaceutical manufacturing units in the country
and contributes 20 per cent to the country’s total
pharmaceutical output.
IT/ITES is a major sector in Maharashtra, which
accounts for 20 per cent of India’s software exports.
Maharashtra occupies a significant share of 30.5 per
cent of the industrial output of India’s Electronics
System Design and Manufacturing (ESDM) sector.
The state also accounts for 35 per cent of the
country’s output of automobiles by value.

Maharashtra is among the prominent automobile
manufacturing hubs of the country.
The petroleum and petrochemical sector is an
important industry in the state. The largest production
of crude oil (offshore) in India takes place at Bombay
High which is in Maharashtra.
Maharashtra is a major producer of cotton, silk and
bamboo. Its Textile sector is the second largest
employment generator in the state. 14 private and 10
government textile parks with plug and play facilities
are also being set up in Maharashtra. The state textile
policy offers incentives as upgradation, interest, and
tax exemption subsidies. The policy aims to attract
US$ 5.6 billion as investment and create 1 million jobs
by 2023.
Maharashtra is a major producer of Jowar and Arhar
contributing 46.09 and 29.11 per cent respectively, to
the total production in India. It is a leading producer
of pulses, sugarcane, banana and cashew in India.
The state is also the largest producer of grapes in
India and is at the centre of India’s wine industry.
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TOURISM

A Sight
to Behold
As of July 2021, 19 of the 36 states
and union territories of India are
home to World Heritage Sites.
Maharashtra has having the
highest number of sites in India.

M

aharashtra has a large untapped
tourism potential, with attractive
tourist destinations such as
beaches, forts, hill stations, heritage sites
and sanctuaries. The state has the highest
number of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. In
2016, Maharashtra witnessed the arrival of 121
million tourists.
The Western Ghats in Maharashtra are full
of natural treasures. Mountains and beaches
offer great opportunities in adventure tourism
to explore the wonderful exotic Sahyadri
ranges and landscapes, in addition to
conquering the challenges thrown by fast
flowing rivers. Adventure tourism is at the
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initial stage of development in Maharashtra and is the
fastest growing segment of its tourism industry.
Aurangabad is the tourism capital of Maharashtra.
This city lies in the central part of the state and
attracts tourists for its natural beauty. The Ajanta and
Ellora Caves, that lie on the outskirts of Aurangabad
are internationally renowned man-made caves with
intricate carvings inside and have been declared
UNESCO World Heritage sites.
Mumbai, the capital of Maharashtra is the financial
and entertainment capital of the country. Bollywood,
the World’s largest film industry in terms of
viewership, is based out of Mumbai. Gateway of India,
Bandra-Worli Sea Link, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

Vastu Sangrahalaya and Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus.
The British designated Pune as the monsoon capital
of the Bombay Presidency, and many buildings and
parks from the era that remain are now either state
or world heritage sites. Hill stations such as Lonavala
and Khandala which also date back to the Raj, remain
popular holiday destinations. The Western part of
Pune is dotted with the ruins of many mountain forts
from the Deccan Sultanate and the Maratha empire
eras respectively. These forts and the surrounding
hills with forests are popular with people interested in
trekking, hiking and Heritage tourism.
The city of Nashik is famous for its Grapes and
Vineyards. It is known as “The Wine Capital of India”
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owing to 22 wineries being located here, out
of a total of 46 throughout India. Several wine
festivals and wine tasting tours are held in this
region. Nashik is also surrounded by various forts
and hills and has an abundance of hiking trails.
With a tradition of producing the best oranges
in the country, Nagpur is known as the City of
Oranges. It is also known as the second greenest
city in India due to the large number of trees. The
tourism in the city is due to a large number of
National Parks/Wildlife Sanctuaries surrounding
Nagpur. All of these sanctuaries are home to
tigers and hence popular nature getaways. Two
notable National Parks around Nagpur are the
Pench National Park and the Tadoba National
Park.
To kickstart the tourism sector and provide relief
to the rural economy, the Maharashtra Cabinet
has approved an agro-tourism policy. Visitors
can also enjoy the local cuisine and other cultural
aspects.

The Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation
(MTDC) has initiated Medical Wellness Tourism
across 30 resorts in the state. The focus will be on
naturopathy and therapeutic treatments that focus
on mental health and the physical body.
Ayurvedic treatments and local organic food will
now be the highlight of the same. Hopefully, this will
attract tourists who want to indulge in treatments
for mental and physical care.
Panchakarma, ayurvedic treatments, and yoga will
also be given impetus under the medical wellness
tourism banner.
The state’s tourism policy published in 2016 is
expected to generate investments of over US$
4.4 billion, achieve a sector growth of 10 per cent
and create 1 million jobs by 2025.
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TE X TILES

Weaving
a New Future
The Textile policy of Maharashtra aims to create over
10,00,000 jobs and double the farmers’ income by 2023.

M

aharashtra has an excellent infrastructure to play a key role in the growth
of India’s textiles industry. It accounts for about 65 million kg of cotton
production which is 25 per cent of the country’s total production. The
textile industry of the state holds a strategic importance in the country as it is the
single largest employer and contributes around 27 per cent to India’s total exports.
The state contributes 10.4 per cent to the country’s textile and apparels output and
accounts for 10.2 per cent of the country’s employment in the sector. It produces
nearly 272 million kg of cotton yarn which is 12 per cent of India’s total production.
It has an installed capacity of 1.66 million spindles, equivalent to 17 per cent of the
country’s capacity.
It also holds immense future potential in global markets, particularly in value added
segments like garments and ready-to-wear goods.

160 | India@Expo 2020 Dubai

India@Expo 2020 Dubai | 161

More than 2,000 textile industries in
the state produce a fixed capital of
US$ 2.4 billion.
Maharashtra has signed memorandums
of understanding (MoU) of US$ 2.9
billion, with major investments from the
textile sector.
The Maharashtra Industrial Development
Corporation has developed 8 exclusive
textile parks, two in Thane, two in
Solapur and one each in Kolhapur,
Nagpur, Pune and Nandurbar with
facilities such as R&D laboratories /
Institutes, Trade centers, Management
and Training Centers and Product /
Process development laboratories.
These Textile Parks are aimed at
providing world class infrastructure
components to the textile sector and
enhance its productive capacity.
The state’s key competitive advantage
in the textile industry is the abundant
availability of raw material (cotton) and
the large base of a skilled workforce.
The new textile policy of Maharashtra
declared on 15th February 2018, is a
new wave in the state’s textile sector.
It aims to create over 1 million jobs in the

next five years and double the farmers’
income by the year 2023. With several
investor friendly benefits especially in
terms of power subsidies, it is expected
that the textile sector would attract
investments worth US$ 5 billion during
this period. Further, there is emphasis on
invigorating the garment, knitting and
hosiery sector, which would benefit the
women who form a major part of the
state’s workforce.
The State Government is also taking
steps to strengthen the textile industry
in the state by establishing textile parks
at Nagpur, Dhule and Ambernath.
The key players in the state include
Bombay Dyeing, Century Textiles and
Raymond.
Raymond plans to expand its denim
manufacturing capacity at Yavatmal
from 20 million meters per annum to
30 million meters per annum at a total
project cost of US$ 28 million. Carrera
Holding Inc has proposed to set up a
green-field textile project in the country
with an estimated investment of US$ 130
million at Kolhapur. The company has
identified two locations in India, one of
which is the SEZ near JNPT port near
Mumbai.

65

million kg of cotton is produced
in Maharashtra every year
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FOOD PROCESSING

Hungry
for Growth
Agriculture and food processing play a significant
role in Maharashtra’s economy.

M

aharashtra is one of the largest producers of sugarcane and pomegranate in the
country. Sugarcane production reached 73.08 million tonnes during 2019-20. The state
has huge areas under fruit and vegetable cultivation with large production of fruits such
as mangoes, bananas, grapes, oranges, and vegetables such as onions and tomatoes.
The state is bordered by 720 km of coastline and overlaps 9 agro-climatic zones.

Major strength of Maharashtra’s food processing industry lies in Cereals such as rice
and wheat, Nutri-cereals such as pearl millet (bajra), sorghum and other small millets,
Oilseeds like groundnut, sunflower and soybean, pulses which include pigeon pea,
chickpea, green-gram (moong), black-gram (moth), Commercial crops such as sugar
and cotton and Livestock & Fisheries producing milk, seafood, meat and eggs.
The food processing sector in Maharashtra has as many as 16,512 small and medium
and 322 large scale food processing units. The sector attracted US$ 159.8 million
worth FDI through 173 projects during 1991-2012.
Dedicated industrial establishments in Maharashtra include Eight Specialized
Food Parks with facilities like cold storage, warehousing, advanced packaging, tera
packaging & food testing laboratories which are located at Butibori (Nagur), Shandra
(Aurangabad), Nevasa (Ahmednagar), Latur, Osmanabad, Nanded and Chiplun
(Ratnagiri).
The Maharashtra Industrial Development Corporation (MIDC) has set up three wine
parks at Vinchur, Nashik and Sangli.
Three Floriculture Parks have been developed as world class facilities for the
production of flowers of different types and varieties with provisions for nursery, post
harvest, infrastructure and logistic facilities having been provided by MIDC. These
parks are located in Talegaon (Pune), Mudkhed (Nanded) and Osmanabad.
Dedicated Institutes such as the Central Food Technology Research Institute (CFTRI),
Mumbai cater to the technology transfer and business development services of the
Food Industries and allied organizations in Mumbai as well as the Western region of
the country.
The Government of Maharashtra has announced setting up of a food processing
industry on 500 acres of land and a skill development complex in Aurangabad
district, of which about 100 acres will be reserved for women entrepreneurs.
The Central Government has given top priority to the development of the food
processing industry and has created a Dedicated Capital Investment Fund of US$
277.8 million for this purpose with the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD).
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MOVING FORWARD

Automobiles and
Auto components
The major automobile centres in the state include Pune,
Nashik, Aurangabad, Mumbai and Nagpur. Pune is the
largest auto hub of India with over 4,000 manufacturing
& ancillary units in the Pimpri-Chinchwad region alone.

The Automotive Research Association of
India based in Pune, is the country’s premier
automotive R&D, testing and certification
organization.

The plan is to cover 100 cities across the state
by December 2022 as part of the state’s target
of electrifying 25 per cent of public transport, as
laid down in the Maharashtra EV Policy.

The Auto Cluster Development & Research
Institute works towards the development of
MSMEs ( Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise)
in and around Pune to meet the expectations of
OEMs.

The Maharashtra government has signed a
pact with Causis E-Mobility Pvt Ltd to set up
an electric vehicle (EV) manufacturing facility
in the state, making it the first big-ticket
investment under the recently announced
Maharashtra EV Policy 2021.

The Maharashtra government has launched
a new initiative called TUMI - Transformative
Urban Mobility Initiative - to have a fleet of
electric buses across the state. Under the new
project, multiple public-private organizations
will be formed to facilitate the transition to
electric buses in 20 key cities initially.

The investment of US$ 388.88 million is
expected to generate 1,250 employment
opportunities. In phase-2, Causis E-Mobility
Pvt Ltd will set up its own battery gigafactory
in Maharashtra to manufacture and supply EV
batteries.

M

aharashtra accounts for
approximately 38 per cent of the
country’s output of automobiles
by value and 40 per cent of the workforce
engaged in the Indian automobile industry.
It is the leading automobile industry hub
of the country with 21 per cent of the
total market share. The auto industry in
Maharashtra witnessed a significant growth
with a CAGR of 21.08 per cent from 2009 to
2013.
The major automobile clusters in the state
include Pune, Nashik, Aurangabad, Mumbai
and Nagpur, with Pune being the largest
in India having over 4,000 manufacturing
& ancillary units in the Pimpri-Chinchwad
region alone.
The city’s industrial estate houses Indian
automobile industry giants such as Tata
Motors, Mahindra & Mahindra and Bajaj
Auto and international auto majors like GM,
Volkswagen and Mercedes-Benz.
Aurangabad is a major auto hub and is home
to auto manufacturers like Skoda, Bajaj
Auto, Goodyear tyres, Varroc Engineering,
Balkrishna Tyres and Duro Valves, amongst
others.
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ENGINEERING

Electronic System
Design and
Manufacturing
Maharashtra has identified ESDM
as a sector of focus. It has decided
to set up 3 brownfield Electronic
Manufacturing Clusters (EMCs)
at Pune, Aurangabad and Navi
Mumbai with common facilities
for production, R&D, test and
measurement, prototyping,
calibration and funding support.

T

he ESDM industry is the world’s largest
and fastest growing industry and is
increasingly finding applications in all
sectors of the economy. The Government
of India attaches high priority to electronics
hardware manufacturing and it is one of the
important pillars of both “Make in India” and
“Digital India” programmes. India’s Electronic
System Design and Manufacturing (ESDM)
industry is expected to reach US$ 400
billion by 2022. Communication equipment
comprises 31 per cent of the industry,
followed by consumer electronics at 23 per
cent.
The National Policy on Electronics 2019
(NPE 2019) envisages to position India as a
global hub for ESDM with thrust on exports
by encouraging and driving capabilities in
the country for developing core components
including chipsets and creating an enabling
environment for the industry to compete
globally.
With India aiming to be an ESDM hub,
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Maharashtra can play a pivotal role by
strengthening product design and development,
by primarily focusing around the industry sectors
which are already thriving in the state.
Eight electronic manufacturing clusters have been
notified in the State by the Government of India.
Within Pune, Talegaon and Khed are two
well established ESDM Hubs with excellent
connectivity to two of India’s largest ports – JNPT
and MBPT. Connectivity, Industrial infrastructure
and a strong presence of education institutes
together make these places attractive destinations
for the ESDM sector.
Dedicated clusters, policy support, strategic
location, strong domestic market, educational
infrastructure, skilled labour and supplier/vendor
base are the key growth drivers of the ESDM
sector in Maharashtra.
Having identified ESDM as a sector of primary
focus the Maharashtra state government has
decided to set up three brownfield EMCs at Pune,
Aurangabad and Navi Mumbai.

Each cluster will involve an investment of US$ 13.8
million. With cues from the city’s stronghold in
the automotive sector, Pune has been envisioned
as a hub for engineering, design, innovation and
manufacturing in the ESDM space.
Pune has a rich history of research and innovation
and has emerged as the engineering capital
of the country and can contribute significantly
to the future growth of the electronics and
semiconductor sector in India.
The India Electronics and Semiconductor
Association (IESA) is assisting in setting up
the EMC in Pune. The cluster will be located in
Pimpri Industrial Area, spread over 27,000 sq ft
and will offer facilities and support Existing Units
to help local electronics industry move higher in
the product value chain. The EMC projects will
be implemented by a Special Purpose Vehicles
(SPVs).
The areas of focus will include automotive
& defence electronics, instrumentation
and agriculture. With facilities like test and

measurement, prototyping and calibration, it is
expected to benefit over 500 companies in and
around Pune.
The incubation center will promote entrepreneurship
and spearhead innovation and R&D by igniting the
electronics development for the nation. IESA will
play a larger role in defining the overall business
model and processes at the incubation center. It
will undertake the evaluation of start-up projects,
mentorship models, organizational structures and day
to day operations.
Videocon is a large Indian electronics company with
two manufacturing plants in Mumbai, Maharashtra
and six others. Its main products are televisions, air
conditioners, washing machines and refrigerators. It is
the third largest manufacturer of TVs in the world.
Despite bright predictions, the country’s ESDM sector
is still small and holds great untapped potential. The
National Policy on Electronics aims for revenues of
US$ 400 billion through US$ 100 billion of investments
and the employment of as many as 28 million workers.
The plan also provides foreign manufacturers with
ample opportunities to enter the sector.
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TECHNOLOGY

IT and ITeS
Maharashtra accounts for
more than 30 per cent of the
country’s software exports,
with over 1,200 software units
based within the state.

T

Maharashtra possesses distinct competitive
advantages that facilitate further development
of the IT/ITES sector in the state.
Though Mumbai and Pune provide the best
infrastructure in terms of housing, education,
transport and power, making them the
perfect hosts for the IT industry, the state
government is now aiming at expanding the
IT infrastructure network to tier 2 and 3 cities
like Nagpur, Satara, Amaravati, Latur, Nanded
and others by giving incentives to industries
there. Industries will be helped with various
facilities like electricity and others through a
separate IT policy.
The IT/ITES Policy 2015 aims to make
Maharashtra the economic magnet of India and
the most preferred investment destination of
the country. The said IT/ITES Policy 2015 aimed
to accelerate investment flow to industrially
backward areas of the state, create more and
more employment opportunities, and achieve
higher levels of expert turnover resulting in
enhanced productivity and augmentation
of Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP).

he Government of Maharashtra has
recognized IT industry as an important thrust
area in the state. It is largely focusing on
providing IT related infrastructure, fiscal incentives
to IT units, IT in governance and institutional
framework for the IT sector. These initiatives have
enabled the IT industry within the state to establish
a firm foundation for itself in the country.
The whole State has been connected through
an Optical Fibre Cable Network and a statewide
network of competent training institutions have
been established for building a pool of world-class
IT professionals, in order to provide strength and
support to the IT industry in the State. Besides, the
State Government has framed an IT policy so as to
make Maharashtra the most favoured destination for
investments in the IT and ITES industry.
The Government has undertaken a number of
initiatives to promote further development of the
IT/ITES sector in the state. These steps include the
formulation of a progressive sector-specific policy
and the development of IT parks and the knowledge
corridor. In order to provide further impetus to the
IT industry, the Government of Maharashtra has
set up several state-of-the-art IT parks within the
state. These IT parks provide the perfect base of
operations for the best international and national
IT houses.
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HARNESSING BIOLOGY

Biotech and Pharma
Maharashtra is home to 347 bulk drug units,
693 formulation units and various manufacturing units.

3,000
Pharma units have been set up
in Maharashtra to date
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T

he State of Maharashtra has always played a leadership role in the national
economic and social renaissance. It has looked at advances in science and
technology as great opportunities for bringing about economic transformation
and social change. One of the many great opportunities in this new century
is Biotechnology which has the potential to hugely impact agriculture, animal
husbandry, health and environmental protection.
The Sahyadri range running along the entire western perimeter of the State is
adorned with an extremely rich flora which includes many plants which have
medicinal properties and produce essential oils. Many are also of value to the
detergent and tanning industries. Proper and comprehensive documentation of this
bio-diversity would lead to its conservation and value addition. This diverse and
resplendent flora would prove to be a gold mine for the Biotechnology industry.
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The natural availability of a coastline 720
kilometers in length, which is very productive
and rich in biodiversity, is yet another
strength for important marine Biotechnology
ventures in the State. The existing well-knit
infrastructure of the State Government could
be effectively explored not only for fisheries,
aquaculture and marine plant Biotechnology,
but could also be exploited to harvest the
marine microbes for diverse purposes,
from new drug development to solving the
environmental problems of urban India.
Further, Maharashtra has the potential to
become a leader in Biotechnology, not only in
the country but also in the entire world.
In April 2021, The Department of
Biotechnology (DBT), Ministry of Science
& Technology, approved additional funding
towards clinical studies for India’s ‘first-ofits-kind’ mRNA-based COVID-19 vaccine,
HGCO19, developed by Pune-based Gennova
Biopharmaceuticals Ltd.
Under Mission Covid Suraksha, the
Department of Biotechnology has permitted
Haffkine Bio-Pharmaceutical Corporation
Limited (HBPCL), a Maharashtra government
undertaking, to manufacture the Covid-19
vaccine Covaxin. HBPCL will have the
capacity to produce over 220 million doses
of the Covid-19 vaccine every year.
The Western Indian State of Maharashtra
has been a major base for the Indian
pharmaceutical industry for over 100 years
and houses leading national companies like
Wockhardt, Nicholas Piramal and Intas as well
as a number of large international companies
including GlaxoSmithKline, Novartis, Pfizer,
Johnson & Johnson etc. The largest biopharmaceutical company in the country, the
Serum institute of India, is based in Pune,
Maharashtra’s 2nd largest city. A large chunk
of pharma products are manufactured and
exported from the state which has been
instrumental in driving the growth of the
pharma industry in India. Hence, Maharashtra
can be truly crowned as the capital of the
pharma industry in India.
Over 3000 pharma units have been set up
in Maharashtra with corporate offices in and
around the state. The state is a leader in
vaccine production and a number of Special

Economic Zones (SEZs) have been notified
within the state.
Today, almost all major pharma companies
in India have their headquarters in Mumbai.
Moreover, many pharma companies have
chosen Maharashtra as a centre point due
to its advantageous location for smooth
distribution across various parts of the
country.
Most pharma companies, while establishing
new facilities elsewhere have continued
with their current manufacturing facilities in
Maharashtra due to advantages like good
infrastructure, availability of skilled manpower
and ease of doing business. The state also
has the advantage of skilled manpower
with so many pharmacy graduates passing
out of colleges every year. This skilled
manpower supply is essential to maintain
the international standards of manufacturing
due to the strict guidelines by the regulatory
bodies of the world. India has the highest
number of US FDA approved plants outside
the US and Maharashtra has the highest
number of such plants in India.

MAHARASHTRA
State with the highest GDP in India: US$ 467.38 billion

720 km

of coastal line and 9 agro-climatic zones

16,512

small and medium and 322 large scale food processing units

241.4 million

spawn production capacity & 30 fish seed production centers

173 Fish landing Centers

inland with capacity of 1,46,000 million tons

The regulatory infrastructure in the state is
of the highest order and the percentage of
substandard drugs produced in Maharashtra
is lower than that of other states in India.
Maharashtra is also the first state to set up
an independent Intelligence Branch with
a separate wing to facilitate and speed up
investigations under acts enforced by the
FDA.

2,40,700 million tons

On a broader scale, Maharashtra has always
remained the industrial and financial hub
of India. Various industries started their
operations in the state and grew substantially
due to the conducive atmosphere for growth
and favourable government policies. Among
all the industries, the pharma industry has
always been a key beneficiary from such
policies.

40 per cent

The Indian Pharma market (IPM) today is
almost US$ 14 billion, and Maharashtra’s
contribution is about 11 per cent. While the
IPM grows at twice the GDP, the growth in
pharmaceutical sales in Maharashtra has been
above the industry average.

Total Cold Storage capacity

11.31 million litres

total Milk Processing capacity per day

of India’s Internet users

35 per cent

of PC penetration in the country

169,000

technical personnel added to the manpower pool each year

65 million kg

of annual cotton production
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