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RE VIVING THE WORLD
Growth is Coming Back
to Our World After Two Years
Green shoots are appearing around the world,
but inflation is playing spoil sport

D

ecember is a great time for the global
economy. The resurgence of the
Christmas market in the West is a
barometer of global market expansion. It
augurs well for the developing economies
who bet on global growth and wait for
the rising tide to lift all boats. This year
is no different. The world is betting on a
resurgence in market demand in the West,
even as more chilling COVID restrictions
threaten to freeze markets there.
The WHO has classified the Omicron
variant of the SARS-Cov-2 virus a ‘Variant
of Concern’. However, the good news
is that the virus does not cause an
infection any more harmful than
the conventional version of the
virus, despite its increased
infectivity. That is going to
be a great relief for health
authorities in countries that
already had to deal with the
exponential demand for ICU
beds caused by earlier waves
of the pandemic. The increased
number of vaccine
doses available is
slowing the virus’
progress.
November
had been
a good
month
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for us in India. The great news has been
that the economy has grown back to
‘greater than pre-pandemic’ levels. India’s
GDP grew by 8.4 per cent in the second
quarter of the current fiscal as economic
activity gradually inched towards
normalcy after the second virus wave.
Gross value add grew by 8.5 per cent
and nominal GDP grew by 17.5 per cent.
Interestingly, the size of the economy
expanded to INR 35,73,451 crore – a
few thousands higher than the second
quarter of FY 2020.
All the vital macroeconomic indicators of
the Indian economy looked up. August to
September railway freight traffic, cement
production, electricity demand, port
cargo transfers, E-way bills, GST and
toll collections suggest that significant
demand recovery and progress was
made. Private consumption has also
increased by 8.6 per cent, indicating
that things are returning to normal,
albeit slowly. But the real value of private
consumption still remains behind the
pre-COVID levels. Contact intensive
industries like transport, travel and hotels
grew by 8.2 per cent. Businesses are
slowly kicking back to normal.
High inflation is a worry everywhere.
Increased commodity and energy prices
are playing spoilsport in the recovery
process. Crude has never burned this
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hot before. Major nations are pooling into their oil
reserves to manage global crude oil prices. OPEC has
not relented yet. Higher input costs are pushing up
the prices of industrial goods. The overflow of cheap
money has also caused bubbles in global assets,
and resulted in inflation. India’s reserve bank resisted
the temptation to tame inflation to support flickering
growth. The US Fed on the other hand is likely to
increase rates, which will raise the cost of capital
globally.
In the last ten months, India has raised one Unicorn
every ten days. That is the fastest growth in the
number of Unicorns anywhere in the world. Today
there are 70 Unicorns in India. Indians have taken this
opportunity of a downturn to innovate, invent and
invest in new businesses.
Indian enterprises are turning more environment
conscious too. Honourable Prime Minister has set a

India has set a target of
net-zero emissions by
2070 and a 50% share of
renewable energy by 2030.
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revised target of 500GW of renewable energy, which
would be fifty per cent of India’s energy mix by 2030.
He has also set a target of net-zero emissions by
2070. That gives us a comfortable margin to invent
and implement new energy-saving measures. India
Inc is already on the leading edge of the curve on
several renewable energy fronts including hydrogen.
We have the greenest cement industry in the world,
some of the world’s greenest textile companies and
also amongst the world’s largest in green buildings.
Across the board, Indian companies are endorsing
the ‘zero-effect, zero-defect’ paradigm set by India’s
visionary leadership. FICCI is working closely with
all stakeholders to improve the energy efficiency of
India’s economy. Our efforts are being lauded across
the world.
It is a matter of great pride to tell you that over
400,000 people have graced the India Pavilion at Expo
2020 Dubai in the first two months of the Expo. The
India Pavilion has been adjudged ‘One of the Most
Iconic’ pavilions amongst participating countries by
the American Institute of Architects. That is a moment
of great pride for the 1.3 billion people of our country.
But then, can a structure that represents the hopes
and ambitions of the world’s largest democracy be
any less stunning?
I invite you all to be a part of India’s future and make
the most of the world’s greatest growth story. Look
forward to meeting you at the pavilion.

40%

of India’s energy mix now consists of renewable
energy - a target originally set for 2030 has
been achieved nine years in advance.
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MADHYA PRADESH
03 - 09 December, 2021
Located at the heart of India, Madhya Pradesh
provides a taste of the entire country packed
within its geographical boundaries.
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MADHYA PRADESH

India’s Emerging Economic Engine
A robust road network of over
3,50,000 km, 40+ national
highways and 550+ trains making
their way across the state everyday
give Madhya Pradesh an excellent
industry infrastructure for its
prospective investors.
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T

he second largest state of India, Madhya
Pradesh is considered as the emerging
economic tiger of India. Madhya Pradesh
has witnessed a radical transformation in terms of
economic and social development and has recorded
an impressive decadal CAGR in Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) of 12.59 percent. State Investment
Promotion agency, MP Industrial Development
Corporation was declared as ‘Best Investment
Promotion Agency’ among states in India by Invest
India, which indicates states offering best business
ecosystem to investors in India.

Madhya Pradesh has prioritized physical
infrastructure, good governance, health &
education, and economy & employment as the
pillars under Atma Nirbhar Madhya Pradesh
Roadmap 2023. The state has established an
online land bank of 1,20,000 square meters. It
was the first state to pass the Public Service
Guarantee Act with a clearance period of 15
days. A GIS enabled online land allocation
system has been established in the state
to make land allocation easier. To ensure
transparent and efficient compliances, a single
window system integrating 12 Departments and
45 services has also been made functional.
Madhya Pradesh’s central location provides
a strategic advantage by capturing 50% of
the Indian population through its adjacent
states. This location advantage of the state is
supplemented through a robust road network
of over 3,50,000 km, 40+ national highways
and 550+ trains making their way across the

state daily. With 85 developed and developing
Industrial areas and 16 more industrial areas in
the pipeline, Madhya Pradesh provides excellent
industry infrastructure for its prospective
investors. The state’s 24x7 power supply
with 24,000 MW installed power capacity,
and abundant water supply with 900 MCM
reserved for industries is an added surplus
for manufacturing hubs. At labour costs of
US$ 3.7 per day, the state has a significant
cost advantage over metros and provides an
abundant and peaceful skilled human resource.
Recognizing the importance of quality of life for
attracting and retaining skilled labour, Madhya
Pradesh has undertaken various initiatives.
This is reflected in the consistent ranking of
Indore - the state’s economic capital, as the
cleanest city in India. Madhya Pradesh is also a
top performer under the Government of India’s
Ease of Living Index. These achievements
are a demonstration of Madhya Pradesh’s
commitment towards sustainable development
through industrialization and modernization.
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The abundance of agri-raw material base and an existing ecosystem with 8
food parks makes Madhya Pradesh a lucrative investment destination for food
processing industries. This ecosystem is further supplemented by a warehousing
capacity of 14.98 million metric tonnes (for primary agri-produce) and available area
of about 3,54,159 sq.m for cold storage handling. Esteemed agricultural universities
like CIAE, IISS & IISR; National Research Centres for Wheat add to the research
capacity of agriculture and industry to produce world class food products.
The state has recognized Food processing as one of the focus sectors under the
Madhya Pradesh Industrial Promotions Policy. To fully realise the potential of the
food processing industry, the Government of Madhya Pradesh has provided special
incentives to food processing industries.
The conducive ecosystem of Madhya Pradesh and the government’s initiatives to
strengthen the agriculture and food sector has received a positive response from
industries. Madhya Pradesh has exported agriculture and food products worth US$
659.4 Million to countries like the USA, China, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Bangladesh
and Malaysia. The state also hosts giants such as ITC, Britannia, Dabur and has
attracted investments from international players like Hersheys, Mondelez and
Pepsico among others.

AGRICULTURE AND
FOOD PROCESSING

Ensuring A
Well-fed Future
8 food parks, a warehousing capacity of nearly 15 million metric
tonnes and a cold-storage handling area of over 3,54,000 sq.m
contribute significantly in making Madhya Pradesh a lucrative
investment destination for food processing industries.

M

adhya Pradesh is primarily an agrarian state with 23 percent of the state GSDP
being contributed by the agriculture sector. It is the third largest producer of
vegetables and is amongst the top five producers of fruits in the country. Along
with horticulture, the state is also an important contributor of food grains. It is the largest
producer of soyabean and the second largest producer of wheat and pulses in the country.
Sharbati & Durum wheat, Basmati and Jeera Shankar rice are the key agri-products that
the state is known for, across the world.
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TOURISM

Heart of Incredible India
One of the most proactive states in the tourism sector,
Madhya Pradesh aspires to maximize its tourism potential
by taking its tourist attractions to a global audience.
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L

ocated at the centre of India, Madhya Pradesh is one of the most diverse yet
unexplored travel destinations of the country. The sheer diversity of the state
ranging from rich heritage, legendary pilgrimage centres, breathtaking scenic
beauty to national parks and forests teeming with diverse wildlife make it the
travel enthusiast’s paradise. The wide range of the tourism sector can perhaps be
summarised in four spheres:
The central location has made the state a melting pot of different cultures which
is reflected in its diverse heritage. Bhopal - the city of Nawabs - is the perfect
place to drown in the Mughal history of India. The Kalchuri culture of the state
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can be explored in Jabalpur along with the
glittering splendour of the Marble rocks at
Bhedaghat. And for the adventurers amongst
us, Panchmarhi the queen of Satpura is the
perfect place to find new trekking trails in the
dense sal and bamboo forests.
The state is home to Bhim Bhetka rock
structures and paintings from the stone age
- the very cradle of human civilization. This
UNESCO heritage site can only be beaten
by the internationally renowned intricate
sculptures of Khajuraho monuments. The
spectacular Gwalior fort, and the forts of
Mandu are amongst the few well-known
heritage sites out of the many historical
treasures of Madhya Pradesh.
Madhya Pradesh is bestowed with multiple
pilgrimage cities of extreme importance
to the Hindu, Jain and Buddhist religions.
The temples of Omkareshwar, Maheshwar
and Ujjain are revered in ancient scriptures
and attract pilgrims from across the world.
The serenity of the Sanchi Stupa is a true
reflection of Buddhist philosophy and
architecture in the state.
Known as the “Tiger state” for having the
highest number of tigers in India, Madhya
Pradesh has the highest forest cover across
India and has 10 national parks like Kanha,
Pench, Panna, Bandhavgarh etc alongside 25
wildlife sanctuaries. The dense forests in the
state are a refreshing escape from the chaos
of cities into the arms of nature. Madhya
Pradesh is the only state to introduce a
balloon-ride jungle safari in Bandhavgarh.
The state is also leveraging the abundant
medicinal herbs by developing wellness
tourism through a partnership with the
renowned Ramaiah Group of Bangalore.
The vast and diverse landscapes of Madhya
Pradesh have made it a popular filming
destination with 3 international and several
national films being shot across the state.
To promote film tourism, Madhya Pradesh
has introduced a Film Tourism Policy which
provides a single window system and
incentives for shooting films in Madhya
Pradesh. Madhya Pradesh is one of the most
proactive states in the tourism sector with a
separate tourism policy and aspires to further
maximize its tourism potential by taking its
tourist attractions to a global audience.
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TE X TILES AND GARMENTS

Traditional Handlooms
to Future Fabrics
Madhya Pradesh houses more than 60 large textile mills, with
thousands of looms and millions of spindles and a readymade
garment cluster at Indore housing over 1,200 units.
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M

adhya Pradesh has always had a rich
tradition of handlooms which can be traced
back to the 2nd century. The Maheshwari
saree weaving tradition emerged in the 5th century
while the Chanderi sarees date back to the 13th
century. Today these historical handlooms are not
only traditional attires in the state but are also being
used by contemporary fashion designers across the
country.
In addition to traditional handlooms, Madhya
Pradesh also houses more than 60 large textile mills,
with thousands of looms and millions of spindles. A
readymade garment cluster at Indore houses over
1,200 units with an apparel design centre at Indore
Special Economic Zone. Madhya Pradesh accounts
for 43% of India’s and 24% of the world’s organic
cotton production which ensures easy supply of

raw material. The entire supply chain of textiles and
garments is further supported through eminent
educational institutes of design and technology like
National Institute of Fashion Technology, National
Institute of Design and Indian Institute of Information
Technology, Design and Manufacturing.
Knowing the importance of textile in the state’s
heritage and its potential in the future economy,
the Government of Madhya Pradesh has selected
textile and garments as a key industry. The efforts
of the government have already shown results with
prominent industry players like Aditya Birla Group,
Raymond, Trident and Vardhman, building multiple
manufacturing units in the state. Lately, the state’s
textile ecosystem has also attracted interest from
garment players like Indorama, Vardhman Textiles,
Pratibha Swaraj etc. which will be investing over US$
1.33 billion in Madhya Pradesh soon.
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PHARMACEUTICALS
AND MEDICAL DE VICES

Health
is Wealth
In 2019-20 Madhya Pradesh exported pharmaceuticals
worth US$ 2.79 billion.
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H

ealthcare has always been on the radar
of governments across the world. The
COVID-19 pandemic has only reinforced
the importance of the sector. Thus, the
pharmaceutical and medical device sector is a
focus sector for the Industrial Promotion Policy.
Madhya Pradesh hosts several well-established
pharmaceutical clusters in Indore, Pithampur,
Dewas, Ujjain, Malanpur and Mandideep. Around
350 pharma units with more than 100 formulation
manufacturers are currently operational in the
state. The state exports 8 bulk drugs and 31
formulations to countries like the US, UK, Russia,
Netherlands, Germany and Brazil.
The presence of a robust pharmaceutical industry
also makes the state an ideal destination for
medical device manufacturing as well. More
than 250 units, involved in the production of
small parts of medical devices including display
screens, thermal controllers, medical beds, dental
products, control apparatus, veterinary furniture,

etc. have significant presence across the state.
Madhya Pradesh also hosts a vibrant medical textile
industry thus ensuring a self-sufficient healthcare and
pharmaceutical ecosystem.
The Government of Madhya Pradesh has consistently
supported the healthcare and pharmaceutical industry
through incentives and conducive policies. The state
has a dedicated Healthcare Policy and offers special
benefits under Industrial Promotion Policy. The policy
also attracted many premier industrial players like
Cipla, Novartis, Mylan, Lupin, Piramal and Glenmark
setting up multiple units across the state. The
collaboration of the state with industry has resulted
in Madhya Pradesh exporting pharmaceuticals worth
US$ 2.79 billion in 2019-20. Recently, Madhya Pradesh
has added another feather to its cap by receiving
in principle approval from Government of India
for setting up a Medical Devices Park in the State.
Madhya Pradesh Industrial Development Corporation
Ltd. is the nodal agency for the execution of setting up
this Medical Devices Park.

India@Expo 2020 Dubai | 23

AUTOMOBILE

A Land
of Wheels
The number of automobile ancillary units in
Madhya Pradesh has risen over 300 in a year,
owing to the presence of automobile giants such
as Eicher Motors, Force Motors, MAN Trucks &
Buses and John Deer Tractors among others.

T

he automobile industry of Madhya Pradesh is advancing forward in
full swing. The largest testing track of Asia - National Automotive
Test Tracks (NATRAX) is the crown jewel of Madhya Pradesh’s
automotive ecosystem. Pithampur Industrial Area is the automobile
hub of the state. Major players like Force Motors, VECV, Mahindra 2
Wheelers, JBM Auto and John Deere have manufacturing units in the
state resulting in exports worth US$ 130.9 Million in 2020 from Madhya
Pradesh in the automobile sector.
Madhya Pradesh offers a conducive ecosystem for the automobile
sector and aspires to further establish its electric vehicle segment. The
state offers incentives to strengthen the electric vehicle ecosystem in
the form of subsidies for building charging infrastructure and various
rebates to EV consumers through the Urban Development and Housing
Department under the Madhya Pradesh Electric Vehicle Policy, 2019.
The state government has developed a Smart Industrial Park near
NATRiP, targeting giant automobile units owing to the presence of an
auto-testing track and industrial container depot. The ‘Smart Industrial
Park’ of Dhar district is emerging as one of the main attractions for
investors who are looking for vast land resources and complementary
services. The Park is a multi-product industrial area, housing several big
factories, warehouses, plants, storage facilities, and distribution centres
located 70 kilometres from Indore.
Jamna Auto Industries has purchased 50 acres of land and has proposed
to invest a little over US$ 40 million in its development. In addition,
Motherson Sumi Systems, a leading manufacturer of automotive wiring
harnesses has expanded to three facilities in the region.
The presence of over 30 original equipment manufacturers and
numerous automobile parts manufacturers makes Madhya Pradesh
a preferred investment destination
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LOGISTICS AND WAREHOUSING

Connecting India to
the Global Supply Chain

Madhya Pradesh has a total
of 234 Warehouses, 79 cold
storage facilities and 6
inland container depots with
two new multimodal logistics
hubs having been proposed
at its prime cities - Bhopal
and Indore.

A

logistics sector is the backbone supporting
the development of industrial growth in
any economy. Being centrally located
in India, Madhya Pradesh offers immense
opportunities in the logistics and warehousing
domain as it is very well connected with all major
cities in India.
The Government of Madhya Pradesh has also
recognized logistics as a focus sector in its
Industrial Promotion Policy. The state has a robust
infrastructure ecosystem with excellent road, rail
and air connectivity. The total road network in
the state covers 3,50,000 kilometres with both
the North-South Corridor and East-West Corridor
passing through the state. This makes it an easily
accessible location within 24 hours from 4 major
ports. The Delhi-Mumbai expressway passes
across the state further boosting the potential
of the upcoming Ratlam Investment Region.
The road network of the state is supported
by a vibrant rail network with Jabalpur as the
headquarter of the West Central railway Zone
of Indian Railways. The state has around 20
major railway junctions of which Bhopal, Indore,
Jabalpur, Gwalior, Itarsi, Ratlam, Bina and Katni
are major ones. Over 550 trains cross through the
state daily. In addition to road and rail, Madhya
Pradesh also has five commercial airports,
operating 100+ flights. Bhopal and Indore airports
also host a cargo terminal which can serve
industries exporting their products.
Considering the state’s agrarian economy and
its potential of being the granary of India, the
state government has also built infrastructure
to support the warehousing needs of the
industry. Madhya Pradesh houses a total of 234
Warehouses and 79 cold storage facilities. In
addition to this, the state currently has 6 inland
container depots, and two new multimodal
logistics hubs are proposed at Bhopal and Indore.
Madhya Pradesh also falls under the influence
area of the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor
(DMIC), developed by National Industrial Corridor
Development Corporation Limited. This has
made western Madhya Pradesh an important
node for industrial development. Recognizing
the significance of planned industrial corridors
and infrastructure, the Government of Madhya
Pradesh is further intensifying its efforts with
the proposed Atal Progress Way and Narmada
Progress Way for future industrial development in
the State.
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EASE OF
DOING
BUSINESS

Unleashing
its Industrial
Potential
The Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade, Government
of India has benchmarked the
processes of land allotment,
diversion, contractor
registration and trade licence
registration in Madhya
Pradesh as ‘Best Practices’.

M

adhya Pradesh has always
been a frontrunner in the Ease
of Doing Business Rankings
published by the Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade, Government of India. The State
has been featuring among the top
achievers since the inception of the
Ease of Doing Business program.
Madhya Pradesh has been ranked 1st
amongst the western states in India
and 4th in overall EoDB ranking in
India by the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade in
2019 with respect to Ease of Doing
Business. Madhya Pradesh was among
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the first five states to implement the
Objectives of District Level Business
Reform Action Plan. The Department
for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade, Government of India has identified
the state’s processes of land allotment,
diversion, contractor registration and
trade licence registration as Best
Practices.
The state has introduced labour friendly
policies and reforms to support the
industries during the pandemic, which
are still extended to industries. The
state has a functional Single Window
System which is integrated with the
National Single Window System of the
Government of India.
Madhya Pradesh is an icon of ‘maximum
governance and minimum government’.
Chief Minister, Madhya Pradesh has
initiated the flagship program of ‘Starting
your business in 30 days’. Forty-three
services of nine departments are
provided within 30 days, out of which
over 15 services are provided within 10
days.
The state has introduced provisions
of deemed approvals across various
services provided by different
departments. The GIS based land
allotment system adopted by the
Madhya Pradesh Industrial Development
Corporation (MPIDC) is one of the best
examples of this initiative where the
timeline of land allotment has been
reduced from 59 days to 24 days. The
state has reduced regulatory burden
to 1896 compliances across various
departments to facilitate businesses
and citizens. The state is also moving
ahead with the industrial policy and
investments promotion at the core of its
long-term vision and strategy to provide
a conducive business environment to its
investors.
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FOCUS SMART CITIES

Making Cities
Future Ready
In addition to a thriving industrial ecosystem,
the city of Indore has consistently ranked as
the cleanest city in India under the Government
of India’s ‘Swachh Sarvekshan’ Survey.

C

ities are considered the engine of economic
growth and productivity across the world.
Agglomeration and economies of scale due
to lower per capita costs of providing infrastructure
and services along with knowledge spillovers and
specialisation are important advantages offered by
these cities. This symbiotic relationship between
urban development and industrialization is best
demonstrated by Indore and Bhopal - the economic
and administrative capitals of Madhya Pradesh,
respectively.
Indore is the industrial powerhouse of the state and
hosts a wide range of industries like Pharmaceuticals,
Information Technology (IT), Information Technology
Enabled Services (ITES) and automobiles. The startup ecosystem of Madhya Pradesh is also largely
rooted in Indore with the presence of several sector
specific and technology-based start-ups.
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Bhopal on the other hand fosters industries in the food
processing and engineering and heavy engineering
sector. Lately, Bhopal has also emerged as a textile
hub with prominent players like Vardhman Textiles
and Trident Group setting up shop in the region.
Both Indore and Bhopal are major educational hubs
of the state. Indore is also the only city to host two
prestigious academic institutes - Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) and Indian Institute of Management
(IIM). Similarly, Bhopal houses prominent institutes
like Maulana Azad National Institute of Technology,
Indian Institute of Information Technology, National
Institute of Design, National institute of Fashion
Technology and so on.
In addition to a thriving industrial ecosystem, both
Indore and Bhopal are also leading cities with respect
to quality of life. Indore has consistently ranked as

the cleanest city in India under the Government of
India’s Swachh Sarvekshan Survey. Similarly, Bhopal
has bagged the 7th rank in Swachh Sarvekshan,
2020. Both the cities are also top performers under
the Ease of Living Index released by Government
of India. Indore and Bhopal are two of the largest
smart cities of Madhya Pradesh under the Smart
Cities Mission of the Government of India. Indore has
taken various IT initiatives like the Command and
Control Centre and IT enabled classrooms. Under the
smart cities project, Indore is working on the Asian
Development Bank proposed Rajwada Rejuvenation
project which will focus on intelligent mobility and
the promotion of mixed land use to improve the core
areas of the city. Bhopal has similarly focussed on a
range of IT enabled green initiatives under the Smart
cities program. Some of the innovative initiatives in
the mobility space undertaken by Bhopal include the
Public Bike Sharing System, Smart Pole and Intelligent

Street Light Project, Automated Fare Collection and
Surveillance Solution and Bhopal Smart Parking.
Other noteworthy projects to move towards a greener
city include Solar City Bhopal and a Biogas Plant.
Considering that the economies of the future will
be knowledge-based, the Government of Madhya
Pradesh is accelerating the development of Indore
towards tech-based industrialization. The state is
building on the strong IT and ITES industrial presence
and has proposed an economic corridor which will
support the development of tech industries and startup ecosystem by featuring a Fintech City, Business
and Trade Centre, Commercial Cluster, Logistics
Cluster, Apparel Cluster, Residential Cluster, Sports
Cluster, Cargo Cluster, Software Technology Park,
Research and Development facility among other
industrial infrastructure.
Explore. Visit. Invest. Let’s Grow Together.
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U T TAR PR ADE SH
10 - 23 December, 2021
A land of possibilities and plenitude, where India’s
two mighty rivers, Ganga and Yamuna, rejuvenate
the vast stretches of fertile plains that yield a
bountiful harvest every year.
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UT TAR PRADESH

Infinite Possibilities
Unlimited Potential
UP has emerged as the growth engine of India, having fast evolved to
become the country’s third largest economy. It is one of the most sought-after
manufacturing destinations in India, contributing more than 8 per cent of the
national manufacturing output.

U

ttar Pradesh is a land of possibilities and
plenitude. Everything about this state speaks of
productivity and profusion. The state is where
the confluence of India’s two mighty rivers, Ganga
and Yamuna, rejuvenates the vast stretches of fertile
plains that yield a bountiful harvest every year. In
Uttar Pradesh, one can witness what happens when
the best of both worlds meet. The numinous beauty
of the scintillating sea of diyas along the sacred Ghats
of Varanasi effortlessly gives way to the numerous
illuminated windows that light up the facade of
skyscrapers of several MNCs dotting the streets of
Noida.
Uttar Pradesh is the largest state in terms of
population and the fourth largest state in India
in terms of land area. The immense - 240 million
strong - manpower commanded by the state holds
great promise for the growth and prosperity of the
entire nation. About 63 per cent of Uttar Pradesh’s
population is in the working-age group of 15-59
years, making it the largest pool of readily available
cost-effective workforce in India. The state intends to
unleash the energy of its vast human capital, a fact
that is reflected in the several forward-looking policies
that the government has come up with. It is the
country’s largest consumer and labour market.
India’s most vibrant and populous state, Uttar Pradesh
is a fascinating land of infinite possibilities with
unlimited potential. The State has emerged as the
growth engine of India, having fast evolved to become
the country’s third largest economy, contributing
nearly 8 per cent to the national GDP with a size of
US$ 151 billion (FY21). This achievement has been
clocked despite the atrocities of COVID-19. Over the
past four years, the state’s industrial landscape has
transformed drastically.
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Uttar Pradesh attracted Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) equity inflow worth US$ 664.66 million between
October 2019 and March 2021, according to the data
released by the Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Govt of India.
A clear indication of the remarkable progress made
by Uttar Pradesh in ensuring the ease of doing
business in it, is the quantum jump in the state’s
ranking in the recently announced Business Reform
Action Plan ranking of states by DPIIT. Uttar Pradesh
has jumped 12 places to bag the 2nd position in
India’s ease-of-doing-business ranking. The state has
also made a remarkable improvement of 7 places to
achieve the 6th rank in India, within 2 years (FY19-21),
in Logistics Ease Across Different States (LEADS).
This is the highest jump for any State in LEADS 2021
survey and has therefore been categorised in “Top
Improvers”.
In 2019, 147 investment intents worth US$ 2.40 billion
were filed in Uttar Pradesh.
It is one of the most sought-after manufacturing
destinations in India, contributing more than 8 per
cent of the national manufacturing output. The
state is amongst the top five manufacturing states,
with the highest number of Micro, Medium and
Small Enterprises (MSMEs) in India. Uttar Pradesh
ranks 2nd in the Business Reform Action Plan 2019
Rankings.
The state government has passed the Uttar Pradesh
Startup Policy, 2020, the objective of which is to place
it among the top 3 states in StartUp rankings. To this
end, the government will aid in establishing at least
one incubator in each district of the state, creating
an ecosystem for at least 10,000 startups within the
state.
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PAVING THE WAY
FOR THE FUTURE

Providing Infrastructure

Uttar Pradesh has the largest
share in the upcoming SMART
& AMRUT cities in India and has
been adjudged the ‘best state’
under the Smart City Mission.

S

trategically located along the Golden
Quadrilateral, Uttar Pradesh has the
largest rail network, 2nd largest network
of National Highways and the longest river
network in India. Described as the heartland of
India, Uttar Pradesh falls under the influence of
the first two of the country’s dedicated freight
corridors.
The state has a well-developed industrial
infrastructure with good connectivity through
48 national highways, 6 airports and rail links to
all major cities.
Uttar Pradesh has the largest share in the
upcoming SMART & AMRUT cities in India
and has been adjudged the ‘best state’ under
the Smart City Mission; there are multiple
opportunities of collaboration for its partners to
transform the State’s urban landscape.
The state has emerged as one of the largest
exporters of consumer electronics in India.
With a stronghold in electronics manufacturing
and IT/ITes space, Uttar Pradesh is contributing
nearly 45 per cent to India’s total mobile
manufacturing and is home to nearly 55 per cent
of India’s mobile component manufacturers. The
state is emerging as a hub for Data Centres in
North India.
As of October 2020, Uttar Pradesh had 21
notified, 13 operational and 24 formally approved
Special Economic Zones (SEZs). The state offers
a wide range of subsidies, policy, and fiscal
incentives as well as assistance for businesses
under the Industrial and Service Sector
Investment Policy, 2004 and Infrastructure and
Industrial Investment Policy, 2012.
The new Uttar Pradesh Civil Aviation Promotion
Policy 2017 was rolled out to promote investment
and trade in the state and to promote tourism as
the increased road and air connectivity aims to
create more employment avenues.
After Lucknow & Varanasi, a new international
airport at Kushinagar has been established with
two other international airports planned at Jewar
(Noida) and at Ayodhya. The upcoming Jewar
International Airport will be one of the largest
airports in north India. Besides, more than 25
domestic routes are being developed under
the Regional Connectivity scheme, providing
domestic air connectivity to various prominent
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cities of the state. India’s first inland waterway is
coming up in Uttar Pradesh, connecting Prayagraj
to Haldia port. To leverage this further, the state is
coming up with multimodal logistics hubs at Greater
Noida and Varanasi.
Uttar Pradesh has also rapidly promoted various
industrial projects to attract investments.
For instance, the Defence Corridor, planned over
5000 hectares of land across 6-nodes viz. Agra,
Aligarh, Jhansi, Chitrakut, Lucknow and Kanpur is
expected to yield investments worth US$ 6.9 billion
and create 2,50,000 jobs. Of this, the Aligarh node was
inaugurated in August 2021.
The next generation ‘Brahmos-NG’ missile project
is proposed to be set up in the Lucknow node of the
Defence Corridor over 200 acres of land.
Bharat Dynamics Ltd. (BDL) is planning to establish
a missile propulsion system factory at Jhansi over 183
hectares of land.
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a
US$ 1 billion loan for the high-speed Regional Rapid
Transit System (RRTS) corridor between Delhi and
Meerut in Uttar Pradesh.
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As of April 2021, Uttar Pradesh commanded an
installed power generation capacity of 28,001.95
MW. Thermal power contributed 20,303.33 MW to
the state’s total installed power generation capacity,
followed by 3,424.03 MW (hydropower), 289.48 MW
(nuclear power) and 3,985.11 MW (renewable power).
Uttar Pradesh has set an ambitious target of an
annual addition of 2,000 MW production capacity of
solar energy. There has been a 38 per cent increase in
the production capacity of grid-connected renewable
energy in 2017-18. The state has tremendous potential
to increase its biomass energy production in about
100,000 villages. Because it is also the largest
producer of sugarcane and the second-largest
producer of rice in India, the by-product of bagasse
and rice husk form an abundant raw material base for
biomass power production in the state.
The Solar Energy Policy 2017 was implemented
with an objective to attract private investments for
increasing solar power generation. The state aims to
generate 10,700 MW of solar power by 2022.
A Policy-Oriented Governance approach, wherein the
state has launched over 20 sectoral policies to attract

investments in sectors like Food Processing, Tourism,
Textile, Pharma, StartUp, Electronics, etc. Various
attractive incentives like land subsidy, capital subsidy,
interest subsidies, etc. which are benchmarked as the
best in the country, have been provided. One of the
major reforms implemented by the state government
was the introduction of India’s largest digital single
window portal - ‘Nivesh Mitra’, providing over 340
online services to entrepreneurs.
These endeavours have transformed the state’s
industrial landscape and Uttar Pradesh has emerged
as one the most attractive investment destinations
in India. When the State Government organised the
first of its kind ‘Uttar Pradesh Investors Summit’ in
February 2018, investment intents worth more than
US$ 58 billion were generated across sectors. With
a proactive strategy, the state government reached
out to each investor partner to translate the signed
MoUs to reality. So far, nearly 43 per cent of the
leads generated at the summit, worth approximately
US$ 27.78 billion are under active stages of
implementation.
Post Covid19, the Uttar Pradesh state government
set up a dedicated helpdesk in 2020 to retain this
investment momentum, which also attracted more

than 96 investment intents worth around US$ 9.1
billion, including those from companies across
countries such as Japan, US, UK, Canada, Germany,
South Korea, Singapore etc.
Some of the concrete investment intents, which
have been allotted land include US$ 833 million for a
data centre by Hiranandani Group, US$ 250 million
for software manufacturing by Microsoft, US$ 125
million for another data centre by STT GDC Pvt Ltd.
(Singapore), US$ 52 million for yeast manufacturing
by Associated British Food Plc (AB Mauri) (UK),
US$ 41.6 million for footwear manufacturing by Von
Wellex (Germany), US$ 41.6 million by Samkwang
Electronics from South Korea, etc. Recently, Samsung
India relocated its investment project of setting up
the world’s largest display unit plant worth US$ 694
million, to Noida (Uttar Pradesh). This will make India
the world’s 3rd largest display unit manufacturer.
To further fuel these endeavours towards rapid
industrialisation and job creation in the State, Uttar
Pradesh prepared the largest budget in its history, in
FY21 worth US$ 71.25 billion. The state is moving fast
on the path of rapid industrialisation and is committed
to play the leading role in making India a $5 trillion
economy by becoming a trillion dollar economy itself.
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Uttar Pradesh is also the largest producer of milk in
India. The state accounts for 17 per cent share of the
country’s total milk production. Milk output in Uttar
Pradesh increased from 27.7 million metric tonnes
(MMT) in 2016-17 to 31.8 million metric tonnes in
2019-20.
The state accounted for about 17.83 per cent share
in the country’s total food grain output in 2016-17.
Foodgrain production in the state stood at 49.9 million
metric tonnes in 2016-17 and 51.25 million metric
tonnes in 2017-18.
The production of pulses in the state stood at 2.2
million metric tonnes in 2017-18. The state remains
the largest producer of vegetables in India having
produced 1.1 million metric tonnes of vegetables in
2018-19.

FOOD PROCESSING & AGRICULTURE

Nourishing
the Nation

Major food grains produced in the state include
rice, wheat, maize, millet (bajra), gram, pea and
lentils. Sugarcane is the most important cash crop
throughout the state. Around 40 per cent of the
country’s sugarcane is produced here. Uttar Pradesh
is one of the most important states in India as far as
horticulture is concerned. It contributes roughly about
one-fifth of the total production in the country, which
is the highest among all the Indian states. About onethird of all wheat produced in the country comes from
Uttar Pradesh. Thus, the agriculture sector of the state

has a paramount role in the food production and food
security of the country.
Uttar Pradesh has also been recognized as one of the
leading states for inland fisheries. Under the CSS-Blue
Revolution, the state has increased its water spread
area for pisciculture by
30 per cent. In 2019-20, the state produced the
third-highest inland fishes in the country. Lucrative
schemes from the centre and the state governments
have benefited several farmers in Uttar Pradesh
who have taken up inland fishing and are reaping
lsignificant profits.
Food Processing has emerged as one of the most
rapidly growing sectors in the state. According to
the UP State Industrial Development Authority, in
2020-21, the largest investment received was in the
food processing sector, amounting to more than US$
130.55 million and making for 32 per cent of total
investments received in the year.
The UP Food Processing Industry Policy 2017 is
estimated to have attracted investments of US$
692 million, which are at different stages of being
approved or implemented. Out of 942 applicants, 680
projects have either been sanctioned or are being
reviewed.

The UP Food Processing Industry Policy 2017 is estimated
to have attracted investments of US$ 692 million, which are
at different stages of being approved or implemented. Out
of 942 applicants, 680 projects have either been sanctioned
or are being reviewed.

U

ttar Pradesh is known as the food basket of India, being the leading producer of several
food items in the country. The vast expanse of fertile land irrigated by a number of
perennial rivers, coupled with agro-climatic conditions conducive to the growth of a
broad range of agricultural produce have established Uttar Pradesh as the leading agricultural
state in India. Consequently, the state is India’s largest producer of foodgrains, milk, sugarcane,
watermelon, gooseberry, guava, mango, peas, and potato.
Uttar Pradesh holds the leading position in the total production of horticultural crops in the
country. In fact, for more than 92 per cent of small holding farmers, horticultural crops are the
main source of higher income, employment and nutrition per unit area.
The Department of Horticulture and Food Processing in Uttar Pradesh is making efforts for the
continuous development of this sector by implementing various schemes for fruits, vegetables,
potato, flowers, spices, medicinal and aromatic plants, betel-vine development along with
subsidiary enterprises like bee-keeping, mushroom production and food processing.
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TOURISM

Delightful Destinations;
Enduring Experiences
Religious Tourism is an important component of
Uttar Pradesh’s tourism sector, owing to a plethora of
pilgrimage sites like Mathura, Vrindavan, Ayodhya and
Varanasi - one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities
on earth.

U

ttar Pradesh is the land of confluences - of
rivers and rivulets, cultures and traditions.
This vast expanse of fertile land is home to
India’s teeming millions. It has the power to attract
and enchant visitors with its rich concoction of
sights and sounds that overwhelm the senses.
Whether it is the sight of the holy men taking the
sacred dip in the mighty Ganga or the sublime
beauty of the Taj, rightly described as “ a teardrop on
the cheek of eternity”, Uttar Pradesh holds immense
beauty that captures the heartbeat of ages. It is no
wonder then that FY 2019 witnessed the inflow of
535.8 million tourists, with foreign tourist arrivals
exceeding 4.74 million.
The Ganga and the Yamuna have nurtured numerous
faiths, rituals, cultures and have served as the sites
for intellectual enlightenment. The mighty rivers
have literally and metaphorically rejuvenated the
lives of millions for over a millennia. In this regard,
The Heritage Arc conducted by the Uttar Pradesh
Tourism Ministry, is a programme that ferries the
visitors on a magical trip along the two mighty rivers,
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Ganga and Yamuna. The Heritage Arc encompasses
heritage in terms of its cultural, historical and natural
aspects. Moving on, this arc from one end of the
state to the other, takes the travellers through Agra,
Lucknow and Varanasi regions, with several exciting
destinations along the way.
Religious Tourism is an important component of Uttar
Pradesh’s tourism sector, thanks to a plethora of
pilgrimage sites like Varanasi, Mathura, Vrindavan and
Ayodhya. Varanasi is one of the oldest continuously
inhabited cities on earth. Situated on the banks of
river Ganga, it is among the most revered religious
destinations in India. Mathura, regarded as the
birthplace of Lord Krishna, is one of the holiest
pilgrimage sites in Hinduism. The government
has been continuously striving to improve the
infrastructure for religious tourism in the state. In
January 2021, the state government announced its
plan to build 1,038 new Ganga aarti platforms along
the river in Bijnor and Ballia districts.
Buddhist attractions in Uttar Pradesh include stupas

and monasteries. The state is home to the historically
important towns of Sarnath where Gautama Buddha
gave his first sermon after his enlightenment and
Kushinagar where he breathed his last. Both are
important pilgrimage sites for Buddhists all over the
world. Also at Sarnath are the Pillars and the Lion
Capital of Ashoka, both important archaeological
artefacts of national significance.
The Government of India launched the PRASAD
scheme (Pilgrimage Rejuvenation And Spiritual
Augmentation Drive) in the year 2014-2015 under
the Ministry of Tourism. This scheme focuses on
developing and identifying pilgrimage sites across
India for enriching the religious tourism experience.
Mathura and Varanasi have been selected as eligible
sites from Uttar Pradesh under the PRASAD scheme.
Prominent Hindu pilgrimage sites such as Prayagraj
and Varanasi coupled with Buddhist places of
pilgrimage such as Sarnath and Kushinagar together
make Uttar Pradesh a favoured tourist destination in
India.
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TEXTILES &
HANDICRAFT

Weaving
New Tales of
Empowerment
The centre for carpet
production in India, Uttar
Pradesh accounts for around
90 per cent of carpets
produced in the country.

T

extiles is one of the most important
sectors in Uttar Pradesh - the third
highest fabric producing state of India,
contributing 13.24 per cent to the national
production. It is the largest market for textiles
and handlooms in India, with a consumer base
of over a million people.

Samarth (scheme for capacity building in textile
sector) is a flagship skill development scheme
approved in continuation to the Integrated Skill
Development Scheme for the 12th FYP, Cabinet
Committee of Economic Affairs. The scheme provides
employment opportunities for youth in the country,
who have been trained in the sector.

The textile industry has vital importance in the
economy of Uttar Pradesh. After agriculture, the
textile sector and its ancillary manufacturing
units, provide plenty of employment
opportunities for the people of UP. The textile
industry is a labour-intensive industry and
has vast potential for the development of the
state as a whole. In this context, the Uttar
Pradesh Handloom, Powerloom, Silk, Textile
& Garmenting Policy 2017 has a number of
provisions to provide a number of rebates,
exemptions, and other economic incentives.

Silk production is an important segment of Uttar
Pradesh’s textiles sector. The state ranks 5th in total
silk production in the country. Uttar Pradesh also has
the fifth-largest number of handlooms in India.
Uttar Pradesh is also the most important state in India
as far as the production of carpets is concerned. The
centre for carpet production in India, Uttar Pradesh
accounts for around 90 per cent of carpets produced
in the country.
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The handicrafts sector is also a major employer in the
state. Uttar Pradesh has several locally specialised
business clusters such as sports items in Meerut,

brassware in Moradabad, perfumes in Kannauj,
leather in Kanpur, shoes in Agra, embroidered
sarees in Varanasi, carpet in Bhadohi, chikan work in
Lucknow etc.
Owing to its enormous size and a number of cultural
traditions, Uttar Pradesh produces a large number of
crafts created by a significant population of artisans
spread across the state. Various handicrafts including
earthen pottery, carpets weaving, chikankari
embroidery, silk saris etc., are the primary artefacts
of Uttar Pradesh.
Lucknow’s Chikankari is a delicate art of embroidery
where a piece of fabric is designed with intricate
needlework. Available in various patterns of murree,
lerchi, keel kangan and bakhia, Chikankari is an
exquisite craft that uses motifs derived from various
themes found in the Mughal architectural tradition.
‘Banarasi’(of Varanasi) Brocade is another popular

craft from Uttar Pradesh. The rich Banarasi brocades
created on fine silk or cotton fabrics use gold or silver
threads to create beautiful designs on saris. The
Banarasi saris hold a special cultural significance in
Indian bridal wear.
Agra is famous for its stonecraft while Bhadohi and
Mirzapur are the hubs of carpet manufacturing in
Uttar Pradesh.
Following the increasing popularity of traditional
regional handicrafts owing to the launch of the
One District One Product (ODOP) Scheme, the
Uttar Pradesh government is developing the state’s
first handicrafts park at sector 29 of the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Development Authority
(YEIDA). Over 70 industrialists have acquired land at
the park, spread over an area of 50 acres, to set up
their factories at a collective cost of US$ 55.97 million.
The factories being set up at the park will provide
permanent employment to 22,144 people.
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IT / ITES

Coding the Nation’s
Growth Story
Noida is amongst the leading IT clusters in the country.
The city has attracted large technology firms like IBM, TCS,
and Accenture as well as electronics majors like Samsung.

U

ttar Pradesh is considered the IT hub of North
India, contributing around 38 per cent to the
region’s export of software and services. The
state has emerged as a key hub for the IT/ ITeS and
service sector including software, captive business
process outsourcing (BPO) and R&D services. Uttar
Pradesh is the fourth largest exporter of software
products in India.
The government is aiming to increase the value of
export of electronics and software products from
US$ 1.38 billion to US$ 13.88 billion in the next three
years. Uttar Pradesh hosts around 190 IT companies
headquartered within the state that employ between
3,00,000 and 3,50,000 people.

Noida is amongst the leading IT clusters in the
country. The city has attracted large technology firms
like IBM, TCS, and Accenture as well as electronics
majors like Samsung. Proximity to Delhi, good
infrastructure, availability of talent and affordable
cost of living, along with a big boost from the Uttar
Pradesh government for businesses have been some
factors for its rise in recent years. The Greater Noida
area has received investments worth US$ 3.68 billion
in the past four and a half years. These investments
have created jobs for 71,500 people, in which 40
per cent of local youth have got employment in 391
factories.
Lucknow, the state’s capital, is ranked among the

Top 10 cities in India for fastest job-creation and
has emerged as a “Science City”, with numerous
national-level laboratories, engineering and
management institutes. Agra also has emerged as a
preferred investment location due to its world-class
infrastructure and proximity to IT hubs like Noida and
Gurgaon.
The ever-expanding IT sector of Uttar Pradesh is
bolstered by the presence of several world-class
educational institutions and highly skilled manpower.
The state houses a number of top-notch institutions
imparting IT and electronics education in India
such as IIT Kanpur, IIM Lucknow, IIIT Allahabad,
MNNIT Allahabad, IMT Ghaziabad, C-DAC Noida
and IT-BHU. The state has 36 universities, 3104
colleges, 1500 ITIs/ITCs, 197 business schools and
320 engineering colleges. Uttar Pradesh ranks 2nd
in terms of the number of ITIs/ITCs in India, 3rd in
terms of the number of colleges, Business Schools
and polytechnics and 4th in terms of the number of
engineering colleges in India.
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The state intends to leverage various PPP models
like BOT (Build-operate-transfer), BOO (Build, own,
operate), BOOT (Build, own, operate, transfer) etc
for I.T. projects which will minimize the initial risks of
introduction and subsequently the growth of an IT/
ITeS project, thereby increasing the efficiency, optimal
utilization of resources of the state and the private
sector
During 2018-19, software exports from the state
reached US$ 3 billion through various Software
Technology Parks in India. Uttar Pradesh has over 25
special Economic Zones for the IT/ITeS and over 40
IT/ITeS parks for the growth and development of the
IT ecosystem.
Furthermore, the state has well-drafted, sectorspecific policies for the development of IT industries.
The Uttar Pradesh Start-up Policy gives thrust to
“START IN UP(Uttar Pradesh)”, to nurture startup
culture using the INFUSE model (Incubators – Fund
of Funds – Startup Entrepreneurs). Various incentives
shall be provided by the Government to Incubators,
Startups and Investors funding UP based startups.
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ELECTRONICS SYSTEM DESIGN
AND MANUFACTURING (EDSM)

Connecting the
Circuits of Change
Owing to the presence of a welldeveloped manufacturing sector,
coupled with well-linked supply
chains and the ready availability
of a cost-effective skilled
manpower, Uttar Pradesh is wellpositioned to emerge as a global
destination in the ESDM sector.

skilled and semi-skilled workforce.
The state announced its ‘New Electronics
Manufacturing Policy 2020’, to position itself as
a global electronics hub. The NEMP 2020 has a
number of provisions to provide rebates, exemptions,
and other economic incentives. The Uttar Pradesh
Electronics Manufacturing Policy 2020 is valid for five
years from the date of its notification. Infrastructure
Development for the ESDM sector has been
envisioned to include the creation of Electronics
System Design Manufacturing (ESDM) Park,
Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMCs), Center of
Excellence (CoE) and E-Waste Handling facilities, in
addition to providing infrastructure support to MSME
units. Through this policy, the government intends to
attract investment worth US$ 57.3 billion in the next
five years.
Uttar Pradesh recorded US$ 16.39 billion worth of
exports in 2020-21. This makes it the 5th largest

exporter amongst Indian states. In 2017-20, the
state attracted investments of US$ 2.77 billion and
generated employment for about 3,00,000 people.
Key investable projects in the state include Yamuna
Expressway Electronics Manufacturing Cluster and
the Ecotech V & VII, Greater Noida EMC.
Uttar Pradesh is well-positioned to emerge as a
global destination in the ESDM sector owing to the
distinct competitive advantages that set it apart from
other regions. The presence of a well-developed
manufacturing sector, coupled with well-linked
supply chains and the ready availability of a large
number of cost-effective skilled and semi-skilled
manpower are all very relevant factors that equip
Uttar Pradesh with a competitive edge that is difficult
to imitate. The synergy of an abundant resource base,
robust infrastructure, business-friendly policies, and
proximity to major markets go into making Uttar
Pradesh a lucrative investment destination for the
ESDM sector.

U

ttar Pradesh is one of the top
manufacturing destinations in India,
contributing more than 8 per cent to
the national manufacturing output. It is also
the largest exporter of consumer electronics
in India. A number of investment opportunities
in Uttar Pradesh’s ESDM sector exist in the
areas of automotive electronics, consumer
electronics, industrial electronics, medical
devices, aerospace and defence electronics,
and networking equipment, among others.
The state has steadily established itself as
the hub for the semiconductor industry in
India where a number of major players have
established their offices and R&D centres in
Noida and Greater Noida. These two ESDM
centres, with their proximity to Delhi, are
amongst the most preferred investment
destinations for the ESDM sector in the
country. Noida and Greater Noida have
become hotspots for electronics manufacturing
owing to a number of factors like reliable
power supply and water supply, outstanding
residential, educational, and healthcare
facilities, coupled with the presence of a highly
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KNOWL EDGE
& L E AR NING
12 - 18 December, 2021
India is emerging as the knowledge capital of the
world. Its vast ecosystem consists of 51,000 higher
education institutions, and over 1000 universities
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EDUCATION IN INDIA

National
Education
Policy

The aim of education
in ancient India was
not just the acquisition
of knowledge as a
preparation for life in
this world, but for the
complete realization and
liberation of the self.

E

ducation is fundamental for achieving full human potential, developing an equitable and just society
and promoting development. Providing universal access to quality education is the key to India’s
continued ascent and leadership on the global stage in terms of economic growth, social justice and
equality, scientific advancement, national integration and cultural preservation. Universal high-quality
education is the best way forward for developing and maximizing our country’s rich talents and resources
for the good of the individual, the society, the country and the world. India will have the highest population
of young people in the world over the next decade and its ability to provide high-quality educational
opportunities will determine its future.
The aim is for India to have an education system by 2040 that is second to none, with equitable access to
the highest-quality education for all learners regardless of social or economic background.
The National Education Policy (NEP) was approved by the Union Cabinet of India on July 28th, 2020. After
a gap of 34 years, the Indian government consolidated feedback from 2,50,000 village-level stakeholders
to two national parliamentary level committees, over more than 50 months of consultations and
workshops.
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Learning, is the only true
power, Knowledge, the
only true wealth
The new education policy aims to provide to all
students, irrespective of their place of residence,
a quality education system, with particular focus
on historically marginalized, disadvantaged and
underrepresented groups. Education is a great leveler
and is the best tool for achieving economic and social
mobility, inclusion and equality. Initiatives must be in
place to ensure that all students from such groups,
despite inherent obstacles, are provided various
targeted opportunities to enter and excel in the
educational system.
A good education institution is one in which every
student feels welcomed and cared for, where a safe
and stimulating learning environment exists, where
a wide range of learning experiences are offered and
where good physical infrastructure and appropriate
resources conducive to learning are available to all
students. Attaining these qualities must be the goal
of every educational institution. However, at the same
time, there must also be seamless integration and
coordination across institutions and across all stages
of education.

This National Education Policy 2020 is the first
education policy of the 21st century and aims to
address the many growing developmental imperatives
of our country. The Policy proposes the revision and
revamping of all aspects of the education structure,
including its regulation and governance, to create
a new system that is aligned with the aspirational
goals of 21st century education, including SDG(Social
Development Goals) - 4, while building upon India’s
traditions and value systems.
The global education development agenda reflected
in the Goal4 (SDG4) of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, adopted by India in 2015
- seeks to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities
for all” by 2030. Such a lofty goal requires the entire
education system to be reconfigured to support and
foster learning, so that all of the critical targets and
goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development Can Be Achieved.
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The National Education Policy lays particular
emphasis on the development of the creative potential
of each individual. It is based on the principle that
education must develop not only cognitive capacities
– the ‘foundational capacities’ of literacy and
numeracy and ‘higher-order’ cognitive capacities,
such as critical thinking and problem solving – but
also social, ethical and emotional capacities and
dispositions.
The rich heritage of ancient and eternal Indian
knowledge and thought has been a guiding light
for this Policy. The pursuit of knowledge(Jnan),
wisdom(Pragyaa) and truth(Satya) was always
considered the highest human goal in Indian thought
and philosophy. The aim of education in ancient
India was not just the acquisition of knowledge
as preparation for life in this world or life beyond
schooling, but for the complete realization and
liberation of the self.

World-class institutions of ancient India such as
Takshashila, Nalanda, Vikramshila and Vallabhi, set
the highest standards of multidisciplinary teaching
and research and hosted scholars and students from
across different backgrounds and countries.
The Indian education system produced great scholars
such as Charaka, Susruta, Aryabhata, Varahamihira,
Bhaskaracharya, Brahmagupta, Chanakya, Chakrapani
Datta, Madhava, Panini, Patanjali, Nagarjuna,
Gautama, Pingala, Sankardev, Maitreyi, Gargi and
Thiruvalluvar among numerous others, who made
seminal contributions to world knowledge in diverse
fields such as mathematics, astronomy, metallurgy,
medical science and surgery, civil engineering,
architecture, ship building and navigation, yoga, fine
arts, chess and more. Indian culture and philosophy
have had a strong influence on the world. These rich
legacies to world heritage must not only be nurtured
and preserved for posterity but also researched,
enhanced and put to new use.

The National Education Policy envisions an education
system rooted in Indian ethos that contributes
directly to transforming the nation sustainably into an
equitable and vibrant knowledge society, by providing
high-quality education to all and thereby making India
a global knowledge superpower. The Policy envisages
that the curriculum and pedagogy of institutions must
develop among the students a deep sense of respect
towards the Fundamental Duties and Constitutional
values, bonding with one’s country and a conscious
awareness of one’s roles and responsibilities in a
changing world.
The vision of the Policy is to instill among the
learners a deep-rooted pride in being Indian, not
only in thought, but also inspirit, intellect and deeds,
as well as to develop knowledge, skills, values and
dispositions that support responsible commitment to
human rights, sustainable living and global well-being,
thereby reflecting a truly global citizen.
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Over 13.3 million candidates
have been trained under the
‘Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana’ (PMKVY),
with an objective of adding
another 8,00,000 to this
number within the year.

T

he governments of the day have long
been focusing on skill building in a big
way to create a workforce ready for
employment. With the opening of the Indian
economy, employment generation has more
often been the outcome of market forces.
The governments of the day now focus
on easing the stress points in the conduct
of business, which are identified by the
corporates.
The Indian Government is moving towards
building an ecosystem which in the long
run shall ensure a pool of skilled labor in
the market.

SKILL DE VELOPMENT
IN INDIA

Skilling
to Scale
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The establishment of the National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC) is a case in
point. There is thus, a major investment in the
field of skill development by the government as
well as the corporate through their Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives. The
government has in fact taken a lead in stitching
a partnership amongst the corporates, NGOs/
training institutes and itself to meet the targets
of skill development.
Training the individuals for a vocation provides
them with skills for certain crafts or jobs.
As per the National Sample Survey Office
(NSSO, an organization under the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation,
Government of India) Report 2015, the main
objective of vocational education and training
is to prepare persons, especially the youth, for
the world of work and make them employable
for a broad range of occupations in various
industries and other economic sectors. It aims
at imparting training to persons in very specific
fields through providing significant ‘hands on’
experience in acquiring necessary skill in the
specific vocation or trade, which make them
employable or create for them opportunities of
self-employment.
Launched in 2015 with an overall target of
skilling and upskilling 400 million youth by
2022, the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(PMKVY) is the flagship scheme of the Ministry
of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE), being implemented by National
Skill Development Corporation (NSDC). The
objective of this Skill Certification scheme is to
enable Indian youth to take up industry relevant
skill training that will help them in securing
better livelihoods.
In 2016, a draft of the New Education Policy
(MHRD, 2016) was prepared with an aim to
introduce vocational education in the schools;
creating a split in the school education system
which was now expected to build students
who were meant for the world of books and
those who were expected to take up vocational
training. From this public private partnership,
the expectation has been to train the youth
and formalize the learning of the informally
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learnt sector. At the same time, the focus on
skill development through CSR and the draft
Education Policy, 2016 have aimed at ensuring a
continuous supply of skilled labor in the market.
With a push from the Government of India
to contribute towards skill building, many
corporate houses have started working with
implementing partners registered with NSDC.
They are also directly engaging NGOs/
implementing partners for skill building in the
communities. These NGOs may either have a
set of trainers on their payroll, who can provide
training on the identified skills or else hire them
from outside to train the youth. They may also
have tie ups with certifying agencies to evaluate
the proficiency of the trainees on completion of
the course.
In some instances, it is the NGO which takes the
test and declares the proficiency level of
the trainees.
In the third model of skill building, the
corporates set up their own skill centers and
tie up with the NGOs to run them as per their
devised guidelines. ICICI Foundation’s Skill
Academy (2019) is one such example. In this
process of skill development, it is the corporate
which decides the training and job placement
targets along with the socio-economic profile
of the targeted youth for skill building in a
specific year. This is generally in line with
the Government of India’s focus on training
the geographically disadvantaged people,
minorities, persons with special abilities and
women (Skill Development Policy, 2015) for the
training.
Over 10.7 million Candidates have been trained
under the ‘Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana’
(PMKVY) as of January 2021, of which 4.62
million candidates have been given short term
training under the scheme.
The government has now approved a new and
modified version of the PMKVY - launched on
January 15, 2021 - and aims to train 8,00,000
people pan India during the year, with an outlay
of US$ 131.8 million.
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KER AL A
24 December, 2021 - 6 January, 2022
From the soft wafting of the house boats cruising along its
backwaters to the lush greenery that abounds throughout,
Kerala’s tryst with the instruments of eternity and mother
nature’s generosity, truly make it ‘God’s own country’.
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KERAL A

Topping the World’s Charts
Kerala has one of the best human development indexes anywhere in the
world. Its healthcare and education systems are at par with the West.

F

ondly known as “God’s Own Country”, Kerala
is where Nature has chosen to bestow some
of her choicest gifts. Located on the southwestern tip of India, Kerala is replete with a rich
range of geographical features. The lush greenery
that abounds throughout the state is rejuvenated
by a host of gurgling streams, most of which have
their origin high up in the Western Ghats. The
sight of the placid backwaters of Kerala, disturbed
momentarily by the languid strokes of oars steering
the waterborne boats generates a soothing effect
on one’s soul, whose quest for a respite from the
bustle of modernity is as relentless as the waves
that break upon the shores of Kovalam. Kerala’s
tryst with the instruments of eternity remains an

ongoing affair. This is reflected by the fact that it is
the first state in India to welcome the burst of the
monsoon winds that have been visiting the Indian
subcontinent every year since time immemorial.
The glimpses of “God’s own Country” may be
caught in the rhythmic beats of the chenda, in the
soft wafting of the boathouses cruising along its
backwaters, in the piquant notes of spices that
delight the senses and in the mystic beauty of
Kathakali and the fierce energy of Kalaripayattu all neatly arranged into a close-knit family, like the
complementing flavours neatly spread across the
banana leaf of the Onam Sadya.
The people of Kerala score well on socio-economic
indicators. It ranks 1st amongst Indian states in
Human Development Index rankings with a score
of 0.77. The state has the highest life expectancy,
lowest population growth and the highest ratio
of females to males in India. Kerala also has the
highest literacy rate in the country.
About 65 per cent of Kerala’s population is in the
working-age group of 15-59 years. Home to 3
per cent of the country’s people, its population of
33 million is equivalent to that of Canada. Kerala
thus has an abundance of high-quality human
capital that can play an important role in the global
economy.
Kerala’s total Gross State Domestic Product (
GSDP) stood at US$ 119.93 billion in 2021-22, with
an increase of 1 per cent over FY20. The state’s
GSDP increased at a CAGR of 11.72 per cent
between 2015-16 and 2020-21. Its per capita GSDP
stood at US$ 3,226 during 2018-19.
According to the Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), cumulative FDI
inflow in Kerala was valued at US$ 269.61 million
between October 2019 and March 2021. Kerala also
leads other states in industrial development and
per capita income.
Kerala recorded US $10.14 billion worth of exports
in 2019-20. As per a study published by the Exim
Bank of India, Kerala has the potential to earn
US $54.7 billion in export revenue by 2024-25.
Exports from Kerala include Spices, Spice oils and
Oleoresins, Tea & Coffee, Coir & Coir Products,
Gems & Jewellery, Textiles, IT & ITES.
Kerala is also the largest recipient of NRI
remittances in India, with a cumulative inflow of
US$ 26 billion as of March 2018.
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POWER & INFRASTRUCTURE

From Solar
Powered Airports
to Boats
Cochin International Airport is the first airport in the world
to be powered entirely by solar energy. Its exemplary
feat of balancing ecology and economy has led to
its nomination for the highest environmental honour
instituted by the United Nations.

K

erala commands an enviable quality
of physical and social infrastructure.
With a coastline of nearly 590 km,
Kerala has a major port at Kochi (with
a cruise terminal) and 16 smaller ports
along the coast. The state is in proximity
to the global maritime trade route passing
through the Indian Ocean region with
Kochi International Container Transshipment Terminal (ICT) at Vallarpadam,
which is India’s first ICT.
Kerala is also the first state in India to
have four international airports, in Cochin,
Kozhikode, Thiruvananthapuram and
Kannur. Of these, the Cochin International
Airport is the first airport in the world to
be powered entirely by solar energy. Its
exemplary feat of balancing ecology and
economy has led to Cochin International
Airport Limited (CIAL) being selected for
the Champion of Earth Prize - 2018, the
highest environmental honour instituted
by the United Nations. In January 2021,
two floating solar power plants with a
combined capacity of 452 KWh were
commissioned to sustain the power needs
of the Cochin airport.
In October 2020, the Union Minister for
Road Transport, Highways and MSMEs,
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inaugurated and laid the foundation stone
for 8 National Highway projects in Kerala.
It was announced that of the 35,000 km of
National Highways being constructed as
part of Bharatmala Pariyojana, 1,234 km
were being built through the state.
In February 2021, the central government
launched the ‘Smart Roads’ project
in Thiruvananthapuram, which will be
undertaken at an estimated cost of US$
58.91 million. The project envisages the
conversion of 37 km of existing roads
to smart roads by bringing all overhead
utilities underground and undertaking
road and junction improvements. Under
the State Budget 2021-22, the government
has allocated US$ 668.30 million for the
development of road transport.
Kerala is also one of the most urbanized
states in India. In the Union Budget 202122, the central government allocated
funds worth US$ 285.09 million for urban
development projects in Kerala.
In December 2020, the government of
Kerala announced that development
projects worth US$ 1.36 billion would be
launched in the state, of which a total of
5,526 projects amounting to US$ 774.89
India@Expo 2020 Dubai | 67

million, would be completed or inaugurated
within the year and 646 projects worth US$
584.57 million would be initiated.
Kerala became the first Indian state to launch
a Water Metro. 2021 has seen the launch of
the ‘Kochi Water Metro’ project to connect
the islands around the city via boats. The first
route connecting Vyttila and Kakkanad was
inaugurated as a part of the launch.
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As of April 2021, Kerala had a total installed
power generation capacity of 5,836.95 MW,
of which 2,189.36 MW was accounted for by
state utilities, 2,097.20 MW by central utilities
and 1,550.39 MW by the private sector.
In February 2021, the Central Government
inaugurated the 320 KV Pugalur (Tamil
Nadu) - Thrissur (Kerala) power transmission
project. Built at a cost of US$ 704.16 million,
the project will facilitate the transfer of 2,000

MW of power from the western region to meet
the power needs of the state.
The state is relentlessly expanding its
renewable energy capacity, especially in
terms of solar power generation. A distinct
approach by the state in harnessing solar
power is the involvement of the local people
through the installation of solar panels in their
homes. The state has been persuading its

residents to make a switch from conventional
energy to solar power by launching a new
solar rooftop programme. Launched in
January 2021, the Soura Project is aimed at
curbing carbon emissions and cutting the
state’s reliance on imported power. The Soura
(Sun) project intends to install solar panels
on 75,000 homes, which will contribute 350
megawatts (MW) of power to the state’s
power grid.

India@Expo 2020 Dubai | 69

TOURISM

God’s Own Country

One of the best ways to navigate the backwaters
of Kerala is through the gorgeous Kettuvallams
(houseboats) that gently drift along the emerald
waters. In Malayalam, Kettu refers to ‘dwelling
structures’ ‘Vallam’ means boat. These present-day
exotic barges used for leisure trips are a reworked
version of the Kettuvallams of olden times that were
used to ferry freight and people.
Kerala is one of the most visited ecotourism hotspots
in India. The verdant valleys, dense forests and rolling
hills of the state hold plenty of peaceful getaways
for nature lovers. An important element that goes
into the making of Kerala as an ecotourism hotspot
is the presence of the Western Ghats. Being one of
the eight hottest hotspots of biological diversity in
the world, the Western Ghats are a treasure trove
of flora and fauna and home to more than 5000
species of flowering plants, 139 mammal species,
508 bird species and 179 amphibian species, some
of which are found nowhere else in the world. About
325 globally threatened species take refuge in these
mighty mountain ranges. 41 of the 44 rivers in Kerala
originate from the Western Ghats. Kerala also has
the highest point (Anamudi in Idukki District) in the
Western Ghats, which is also the highest point in
India, south of the Himalayas.

Out of the 39 serial sites selected by IUCN
(International Union for Conservation of Nature) for
the UNESCO World Heritage list, 19 are in Kerala.
The selected sites include the Silent Valley Park,
Eravikulam National Park, Periyar Tiger Reserve,
Shenduruny Wildlife Sanctuary, Neyyar, Peppara,
Chinnar and Aralam Wildlife sanctuaries, some of
which are amongst the most preferred ecotourism
destinations in the state.
Kerala also has a thriving medical tourism sector.
Numerous hospitals interspersed across the state
maintain international standards in infrastructure,
healthcare and state-of-the-art facilities. Kerala’s
Ayurvedic tradition has contributed significantly
towards the development of medical tourism within
the state.
Kerala’s strong ayurvedic tradition is nourished by the
Western Ghats that harbour a wide variety of natural
herbs. Ranging from ashwagandha to turmeric and
amalaki to cinnamon, the Western Ghats have served
as a reservoir of medicinal plants. Other major natural
herbs found here include brahmi, yashtimadhu,
katphal and bharangi. Today, some of the best luxury
spas and Ayurvedic centres in India can be found in
Kerala.

Home to a rich heritage and a thriving culture, Kerala has
been listed by the National Geographic Traveller amongst the
“Top 50 destinations to visit in one’s lifetime”.

R

enowned for its scenic locations and
unparalleled natural beauty, Kerala has the
power to enchant and entrance anyone who
comes into contact with its splendour. The lush green
hills, the tranquil stretches of backwaters, serene
beaches, waterfalls and wildlife endow Kerala with
immense beauty. A distinct feature of Kerala is
that most of the destinations in the state are easily
accessible and interconnected, and being barely two
to four hours away from one another by road.
Home to a rich heritage and a thriving culture, the
legacy bestowed upon Kerala by Mother Nature is
perfected by the craftsmanship of her children. Every
corner of the state has something brilliant to delight
visitors with, whether it be man-made or natural. The
forts, palaces, museums, monuments and temples
dotting the state present visitors with architectural

and aesthetic delight. This is further enriched by
the cultural festivals, dance forms and theatre
performances that one may experience while being in
the state.
It is then no wonder that Kerala was selected by the
National Geographic Traveller as one of the “top 50
destinations to visit in one’s lifetime” and one of the
“thirteen paradises in the world”. Lonely Planet listed
it as “one of the best 5 family vacation places” in the
2016 edition. A BBC Travel survey rated Kerala as
the “top favourite tourist destination among foreign
travellers”, in 2018. Kerala attracted more than 11
million tourists from within India and abroad in 2019,
recording a steady growth of 17.2 per cent. In 202021, passenger traffic handled by the state stood at
2,458,458 from Cochin airport and 935,435 from
Thiruvananthapuram airport.
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AGRICULTURE &
FOOD PROCESSING

Cultivating
Prosperity.
Creating Change
Kerala is home to 75 per cent of
India’s EU Certified Seafood Units,
5 state-of-the-art Food Processing
Parks including 2 Mega Food Parks
and a new Spices Park coming up
in Idukki.

A

griculture is one of the most important
sectors in Kerala. The abundance of
rainfall in the state is brought about by
its geographic location as the first state in India
to receive the monsoon rains. This makes it a
suitable location for the production of waterintensive crops. Naturally, rice is the most
important staple crop of Kerala - the state grows
around 600 varieties of it. The Kuttinad region
of Kerala is known as the “rice bowl of the state”.
Besides rice, Kerala produces tapioca, pepper,
cardamom, cinnamon, clove, turmeric, nutmeg
and vanilla.
In 2019-20, the total production of horticulture
crops in the state was estimated at 10.219 million
metric tonnes and the area under production
was 1.59 million hectares. In 2019-20, the
total production of vegetables and fruits were
estimated at 2.75 million metric tonnes and 1.731
million metric tonnes, respectively.

In 2019-20, tea production in Kerala stood at 59.26
million kgs. Tea exports from the state stood at US$
75.65 million until January 2021.
75 per cent of spices exported from India are
sourced from Kerala. The state produces a large
variety of spices that continue to dominate global
markets. Pepper is a crop in which Kerala enjoys a
near-monopoly in terms of area of cultivation and
production. It is cultivated on an expanse of 85,000
ha with a production of 34,000 million tonnes (MT).
Pepper is part of the well-established food processing
sector in Kerala making significant contributions to
exports.
Cardamom, also known as the ‘Queen of Spices’, is
another important spice crop cultivated in Kerala,
with cultivation being undertaken across 39,000 ha,
resulting in a production of 17,000 MTs.
The state is a major exporter of coir, spices, marine
products, cashew, coffee and pickles. It is the largest
producer of coir and coconut in India. Coconut is

the most important cash crop, cultivated on 7,81,000
ha with a production of 5384 million nuts. The word
“Kerala” itself means “the land of coconuts”. The
word ‘kera’ means ‘coconut tree’ in Malayalam and
‘alam’ refers to ‘land’. The production of coconuts not
only enhances the beauty of Kerala but also plays an
important role in the economy of the state.
India ranks 4th globally in rubber production. Of this,
over 75 per cent of India’s rubber output production
comes from Kerala. Banana is also an important crop
in the state and Kerala has earned a reputation for its
‘Nendran’ variety.
Food-Processing is a major industry in Kerala. The
state has long been recognized as a leader in food
processing. Kerala is home to 75 per cent of India’s
EU Certified Seafood Units, 5 state-of-the-art Food
Processing Parks including 2 Mega Food Parks and a
new Spices Park coming up in Idukki. Though small in
size, Kerala is a very fertile land with a diverse range
of crops providing numerous opportunities for value
addition.

Two-thirds of the state’s export income comes from
the food processing industry. Food Processing has
been recognized as a priority sector in Kerala due
to its potential for growth and the possibility of
generating substantial employment. KINFRA Food
Processing Park, Malappuram, Food and Spices Park,
Idukki, KINFRA Mega Food Park, Palakkad and KSIDC
Mega Food Park, Alappuzha are some of the projects
undertaken by Kerala in this sector.
It is estimated that Kerala produces 4.69 lakh tons of
meat. According to the report of the MOFPI, Kerala
has the highest per capita consumption of meat in
India.
In FY20, total fish production in the state stood
at 6,80,000 metric tonnes, of which production of
4,75,000 metric tonnes is attributable to the marine
sector. In FY21, the total marine products exported
from Kerala accounted for US$ 511.52 million, which
was 15 per cent of the total exports from the country.

ATMs across Kerala have enabled ease of access to
banking among the citizens of the state. The Indian
government has decided to create India’s first highspeed rural broadband network in Idukki, Kerala.
The internet penetration in the state stands at 40.18
per cent. A large part of this has been enabled by
the unmatched digital infrastructure developed by
the state. Over 30,000 km of Optical Fibre Cables
have been laid across the state of Kerala and over
2,000 free WiFi hotspots have been installed in its
public places. Furthermore, Kerala enjoys a high
teledensity of 99 per cent, with a rapid increase in
the usage of smartphones.
The State Government has made earnest efforts to
create a sound and world-class infrastructure for the
sector and to develop the state’s digital technology
capacities and resources. This has enabled Kerala to
be at the forefront in implementing information and
communication technology projects, e-governance
initiatives, e-literacy programmes and the creation
of basic IT infrastructure facilities.

IT/ITES

At the Click
of a Button
Over 30,000 km of Optical Fibre
Cables have been laid across the
state of Kerala and over 2,000 free
WiFi hotspots have been installed
in its public places.
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K

erala has a vibrant IT sector that has enjoyed
rapid growth, thanks to the state’s robust digital
infrastructure and the presence of a highly
skilled workforce. The state is home to more than 800
IT companies, employing more than 1,00,000 people.

Currently, Kerala has the highest mobile and
internet penetration in the country with about
32 million connections and is making significant
strides in transforming the state into a knowledgepowered economy. Kerala is one of the significant
IT destinations in India and ranks 8th in the export
by Software Technology Parks of India (STPI)
registered IT and ITeS (Information Technology
enabled Services) units. Moreover, Kerala is fast
emerging as a major player in the digital economy
in India.

The Government of Kerala recognises the critical
importance of ICT as the key vehicle for the
state’s overall equitable development, reiterating
its commitment to the sector. Consequently, the
government revised the Information Technology Policy
for the State in 2017.
Kerala State Information Technology Mission
(KSITM), Indian Institute for Information Technology
and Management – Kerala (IIITM-K), Kerala State
Information Technology Infrastructure Ltd. (KSITIL),
International Centre for Free and Open-Source
Software (ICFOSS), Kerala Start-up Mission (KSUM)
and Centre for Development of Imaging Technology
(C-DIT) are the major agencies involved in the
implementation and promotion of Information
Technology related activities in the State.
The state has a technopark in Thiruvananthapuram,
which has been instrumental in attracting global
electronics manufacturers. It also has an info park in
Kochi and a cyber park in Kozhikode
The information technology sector in Kerala is set
to see investments to the tune of around US$ 833
million by 2023-24. The major projects expected
to be completed by 2023-24 include the US$ 111.11
million TCS Aerospace hub at Technocity campus in
Pallipuram, US$ 208 million for the Taurus Downtown
project in Thiruvananthapuram and US$ 111.11 million
for the World Trade Centre by Brigade Enterprises.
Once these projects are completed, Kerala’s IT sector
will have an additional US$ 833 million of investment
and will create a minimum of 125,000 direct jobs in the
state in the next seven years.

Kerala is a leader when it comes to digital
infrastructure in the country. It emerged as the
first digital state in the country in February 2016.
Kerala offers IT infrastructure in the form of
dedicated IT parks such as the Technoparks in
Thiruvananthapuram and Kollam, both notified as
special economic zones. Overall, more than 800
ha of land is available for the development of ITrelated infrastructure. In February 2021, the state
government of Kerala launched India’s first digital
university, housed on a 10-acre campus in Technocity,
Mangalapuram.
Kerala has also emerged as a leader in E-Governance
in the country. It is the first state in India to issue
over 30 million e-certificates. 100 per cent of the
Grama Panchayats (Rural Local Bodies) have been
connected through an optical fibre network. Over
2,600 Akshaya Centres (Common Service Centres)
have been created in the state so as to deploy
digitization towards serving the public. Over 9,000
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TE X TILES &
HANDICRAF T

Stitched
to Succeed
The handicraft sector in Kerala
is supported by the government
through various schemes and
policies which intend to eliminate
middlemen, improve the skill of
artisans, enhance productivity,
increase market opportunities and
strengthen co-operatives.
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T

he tradition of handicrafts remains strong in
Kerala. The intricate and articulate handiworks
of numerous artisans on a wide range of
mediums have earned Kerala a pride of place on
India’s handicrafts map. Kerala has a heritage of 32
different crafts, of which ivory carving, wood and horn
carving, bell metal casting, hand embroidery and
coconut shell carving are important commercial items.
It is home to 458 cooperative societies that promote
the handicraft industry in the state. Kerala produced
handlooms worth US$ 53.4 million in 2015-16. It is
estimated that there are about 1,70,000 handicraft
artisans actively engaged in the sector.
Though every district of the state has the culture of
practising a number of handicrafts activities, each
district has a special reputation for selected crafts.
Perinad in Kollam district is famous for straw picture
crafts. Ernakulam and Idukki districts are famous for
bamboo crafts. Artisans practising bell metal craft
are mostly found in Mannar and Chengannur area
in Alappuzha district while Wayanad and Alappuzha
districts are famous for natural fibre crafts.
The handicrafts sector is supported by the
government through various schemes and policies.
The schemes implemented by the Government of
Kerala intend to eliminate middlemen, improve the

skill of artisans, enhance productivity, increase market
opportunities and strengthen co-operatives.
The Kerala Arts and Crafts Village at Vellar, near
Kovalam, has launched the ‘Gift a Tradition’ project
to give a new lease of life to the traditional handicraft
sector, which has faced a major setback following
the outbreak of COVID-19. The ‘Gift a Tradition’
programme is mainly focused on the Malayali
expatriate population. People from Kerala can send
handloom sarees, dhotis, Aranmula Valkannadi,
Nettoor Petti, Kalpetti and similar traditional craft
products to their relatives living abroad under the
project.
Kerala has a thriving textiles sector that has been
supporting the lives and livelihoods of many. The
textile industry in the state mainly derives its
strength from the robustness of the handloom
sector. Handloom fabrics of Kerala are well known
for their quality and variety. Balaramapuram Sarees
(a 5.5 meter long and 1.2 meter wide narrow
fabric), Kuthampully Sarees, Kannur Shirtings and
furnishings, Alappuzha Coir mats, terry/Turkish
towellings and carpets hold considerable traditional
value. The textile products of Kerala are made of pure
cotton, coir (made from coconut fibre), jute, sisal and
palm fibres.

Because Kerala’s textile industry is dependent on
handlooms, the state has numerous cooperative
handloom societies run by a large number of weavers.
These societies supply cotton yarns, weaving
accessories and other technical information required
for the particular products. The weavers produce
the fabrics in handlooms, either in their home or in
collective weaving sheds located within the premises
of the cooperative societies.
Kerala’s Textiles and Handicrafts Sector holds
immense importance in the overall development and
equitable growth of the state as a whole. Not only
does this sector employ a large number of people,
its inclusive nature may also be better appreciated
when one considers the fact that the sector employs
a particular section of the population who otherwise
might have remained excluded from the economic life
of a state that has a highly educated workforce and a
significantly digitized economy. Furthermore, because
handicrafts and textiles are intimately connected to
the traditions and culture of the region, they hold
special cultural and social significance in the state.
The presence of a skilled workforce, robust
infrastructure, business-friendly policies, and
proximity to international markets go into making
Kerala a lucrative investment destination that could
contribute significantly to the global economy.
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